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Chrys Alice Anderson stands 
in front of the two hulls of 

her 20m catamaran.
Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Chrys Alice Anderson always 
had the vision of cruising to 

Seattle on her 20-metre, six sail 
catamaran.

She also pictured it winning the 
Coastal Classic yacht race, which 
takes place each Labour Week-
end between Auckland to Russell.

But the boat hasn’t been able 
to live up to any of its builder’s 

expectations, and will be put on 
the market after a series of health 
set-backs has stopped Chrys Alice 
from seeing it fi nished.

Chrys Alice, who is non-binary 
and prefers to go by she/her, 
started sailing in Christchurch in 
her early teens. 

She began building boats at age 
14, and from 16 to 23, she built 
four ‘A Class’ 5.5m catamarans.

The passion took her around 

the world, from racing under San 
Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge, 
to travelling from French Polyne-
sia to the Bay of Islands on a 38ft 
fast-sailing trimaran.  

While living in Auckland, she 
started constructing a 20m cata-
maran known aff ectionately as 
‘Ah!’ - which now sits in a purpose-
built Turua shed, but in 2003, she 
suff ered her fi rst stroke. 

“It paralysed the right side of 

my body; all I could move was my 
thumb,” she said. “But I was back 
at work after four weeks.” 

After the boat spent two years 
at Sylvia Park in Auckland, two 
years at Ōtāhuhu, and 11 years 
at Eureka, in the Waikato, it was 
transported to the site in Turua in 
Easter, 2017.

Less than four years later, 
Chrys Alice suff ered a second 
stroke while she was attending 

the Pleasant Point Yacht Club’s 
100-year jubilee as a guest speak-
er. 

“I cut the cake, gave the speech, 
went for a sail, and the next day 
I was watching races, just sitting 
there, and had another stroke,” 
she said. 

“I am deep in debt with car-
bon… [Waikato Hospital] fl ew a 
twin engine jet with a pilot and

Sailing a ‘sanity pill’Sailing a ‘sanity pill’
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For out of town independent 
accounting advice
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328 Pollen Street, Thames
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Thames Tides
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time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.
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Hi, my name is 
Pete the Pukeko 
and I’m here to 
help you. 
Find me in one of 

the display advertisements in 
The Valley Profile, then email 
admin@val leyprof i le.co.nz 
with your full name and postal 
address, and the business name 
and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in 
the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last week it was in the Scott 
Simpson ad.

www.readbros.co.nz  
308 Pollen St 

Thames 
07 868 6608

A traditional 
hardware store 

quality goods and 
quality service, 

every time.

A unique collection of kitchen and 
homeware carefully selected each 
season for those who love to gift, 
cook and create.

612 Pollen Street 

Thames

07 868 7388

We use Biodegradable Trays

Happy BBQ Season

NZ Prime Rump Steak $19.99kg

NZ Pork Ribs - 4 fl avours 

Every in-store purchase goes in the draw 
to win a $100 meat voucher

The Valley Profile delivers 
100% local news each 

Wednesday to every letterbox 
in Hauraki Plains, Paeroa, 
Waihī, Thames, Thames 

Coast and surrounding rural 
areas, plus bulk distribution 

Peninsula-wide, reaching 
approximately 35,000 readers.

NEWS/EDITORIAL
Publisher/Editor Teresa Ramsey

Ph 0204 0944 853 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Senior Reporter Kelley Tantau
Ph 022 619 4889

kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz
Reporter Gordon Preece

Ph 022 174 3988
gordon@valleyprofile.co.nz
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Ad manager Nikki Sanders 

Ph 022 1303 885
Email: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 
MISSED PAPERS/ADMIN

Ph 021 100 8709
Email: admin@valleyprofile.co.nz
2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA

Ph 07 862 7077
www.valleyprofile.co.nz
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co-pilot, and medical offic-
er down to pick me up from 
Christchurch.” 

Chrys Alice spent almost four 
weeks recovering in Thames 
Hospital, and the stroke has left 
her with dizziness, as well as 
problems with her balance and 
strength. To top it off, she had a 
heart valve replacement in Au-
gust this year. 

“My sister said: ‘Chrys, you’ve 
got to get your affairs in order’, 
and I said: ‘You’re right, but it’s 
hard, and it’s going to take a 
while’.”

So, after two decades of work-
ing on Ah!, Chrys Alice, now 73, 
has decided to list the fast-sailing 
catamaran for sale, but the good-
bye will be bittersweet, she said. 

“It was my sanity pill. I’d leave 
work, walk home, and be think-
ing and planning and designing 
the boat,” she said. 

“I want it to go to someone 
somewhere who can take advan-
tage of the work that I’ve done. 
The genesis, the evolution of my 
thinking… has all led to this.” 
DETAILS: Enquiries about the cata-
maran to caxacla@gmail.com or 
027 497 9623.

Council has vowed that it 
won’t “just dig up” the 

length of Thames’ main drag 
during its infrastructure up-
grade of Pollen St.

Instead, “the burning desire” 
of council’s project deliv-
ery manager is to do the job 
“properly”.

Andrew Boden told staff 
and elected members of 
Thames-Coromandel District 
Council that the upgrades to 
the underground stormwater, 
wastewater, and drinking wa-
ter infrastructure which ran 
underneath Pollen St would be 
done in a staggered approach.

He said the project would 
be “significantly more chal-
lenging” than any other main 
street upgrades undertaken 
elsewhere around the district. 

“Pollen St is approximately 
two kilometres long, and the 
cross-streets - from Grey St to 
Campbell St - are 250m. My 
burning desire is to make sure 
that we have enough funds in 
the Long Term Plan to do the 
project properly,” he said. 

“We won’t just dig up 2km of 
the street and leave it for two 
years - we won’t be doing that. 
This is just the start of prob-
ably the most challenging pro-
ject we have in the Long Term 
Plan at the moment.” 

On October 4, council ap-
proved bringing forward 
$240,000 from the project’s 
budgets from 2023-24 to this 
financial year, in order to fund 
an underground survey which 

will confirm the size and loca-
tion of all underground ser-
vices, as well as the existing 
roading conditions.

The survey will start in late-
October and is expected to 
take two months. 

It will be carried out at night 
to avoid disturbing Pollen St 
businesses and to minimise 
any traffic management issues 
along the main drag. 

According to a council re-
lease, the Pollen St infrastruc-
ture upgrade will not begin 
before July 1, 2023. 

It will take place in stages, 
ensuring that the entire length 
of the street will not be dug up 

at the same time. 
“The footpaths in front of 

businesses will remain open 
so customers can retain access 
while any stretch of the street 
is being worked on,” council 
said. “Meetings with affected 
businesses and other stake-
holders will be held in advance 
of construction starting to dis-
cuss the work programme and 
receive feedback and input 
from affected parties.”

Approximately $16.4 million 
has been budgeted for the en-
tire project. 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

According to TCDC, the upgrade to Pollen St’s infrastructure will not begin 
before July 1, 2023.                            Photo: GORDON PREECE

Sailing 
dream 
halted by 
health

Street upgrade to be ‘staggered’
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If you love your car phone us 
now or pop in for a quote.

Phone 868 9300
115 Jellicoe Crescent, Thames 

(behind the Elim Church)
Queen St

Pollen St

BP

X

Wharf

� ames 
Collision 
Repairs

* For prompt and 
professional service

* Thames-Coromandel’s 
best equipped panel paint shop

* Experience some of 
New Zealand’s top craftsmen 

working on your car
* Loan Cars available

• • • • •
••
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On in-store purchases $999 & over ‘til 25.10.22.

24
Months
interest
free.*

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������    |  PH 07 868 6128

‘Historic’ day for NZ’s seaweed industry
Scientists will be waiting with 

bated breath to see how 
their fi rst hatchery-grown sea-
weed is doing on its own out in 
the Hauraki Gulf.

They’ll be back on the water 
in a month to pull in the 200 
metres of Ecklonia radiata sea-
weed, which was outplanted 
within the mussel farms of Co-
romandel last week.

The innovative project - the 
fi rst of its kind in New Zealand 
- is important to its collabora-
tors because of its potential 
to create regenerative ocean 
farming and a sustainable sea-
weed aquaculture industry in 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Led by EnviroStrat, the 
GreenWaveNZ pilot is tak-
ing place in the Hauraki 
Gulf and Bay of Plenty, 
and on October 11, those 
involved and in support 
of the project took to the 
waters of the Coroman-
del to watch as the fi rst 
hatchery-grown seaweed 
was outplanted beneath the 
surface.

“They very much feel like 
our babies that we’re sending 
off  into the world and hoping 
they do well and survive,” Wai-
kato University senior lecturer 
and researcher Dr Rebecca 
Lawton told The Profi le.

“When we come back and 
pull up the lines and look, we’re 
always a bit anxious.” 

The team, which also includ-
ed Lucas Evans from Premium 
Seas, Waikato University tech-

nical offi  cer Peter Randrup, 
and University of Auckland 
thesis student Matthew McAr-
thur, dropped spools totalling 
200m into the water.

The project will see a total 
36km of Ecklonia radiata out-
planted, with 24km of that sit-
uated in the Hauraki Gulf. 

“You seed lots so that, hope-
fully, some of them will grow 
and grow really nicely. Also, 
the more we seed on the line 
at this early stage stops other 
things from coming and set-
tling on it,” Dr Lawton said. 
“We’re out- planting 
every 

month for a whole 
year, and every month, we’ll 
also check how everything 
we’ve done so far is doing.”

In partnership with iwi and 
local farmers, the pilot aims 
to develop and support the es-
tablishment of seaweed farms 

throughout New Zea-
land, using a regenerative 

ocean farming model de-
veloped by GreenWave US 

in the United States.
Paeroa company AgriSea will 

contribute their market and 
processing expertise, with the 
seaweed potentially going on to 
be used in a raft of agricultural 
and beauty products.

Dr Lawton said it was excit-
ing to get to the stage where 
the seaweed industry could be-
come a reality in New Zealand. 

“There is still a long way to 
go but to be able to, for the fi rst 
time, grow it as you would do 
in a commercial operation has 
been great, and the project is 
really good because you get to 
work will all the key players 
that would be involved, so it’s 
real world applications at all 
the diff erent points of the pro-
cess.”

EnviroStrat chief executive 
Nigel Bradly said hard work 
underpinned the “historic” 
project. It had created some-

thing that was regenerative by 
design, that intended to “put 
the farmer in the middle”, and 
help create what he hoped was 
a successful new part of the aq-
uaculture sector.  

“We’ve been working on it 
pretty hard for the last while; 
it’s been tough; it’s taken prob-
ably longer than we would have 
liked but it’s a huge honour for 
us to be where we are.”

Some of the team who outplanted 200m of seaweed in Coromandel last week. INSET: The 
seaweed gets weaved around rope before being dropped into the water.        Photos: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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We’re delighted to announce the range of 
community groups who’ve successfully been 
awarded Community Board Grants. Check out the 
list here tcdc.govt.nz/cbgrants

Labour Weekend closure
Here’s to a relaxing, safe Labour Weekend. 

Please note changes to our services and rules over 
the holiday weekend.

Kerbside Collections 
Rubbish and recycling collections 
are one day later following the 
Monday 24 October Labour Day public 
holiday. Check the Kerbside collection 

schedule for your area: tcdc.govt.nz/kerbside 
Our seven Refuse Transfer Stations are open on Labour 
Day Monday to their Sunday hours. 
tcdc.govt.nz/rts for locations and hours. 

Dog rules
Dogs are restricted on the beach in 
some areas from 9am – 6pm on all 
holiday weekends, and from Labour 
Weekend to 1 March, dogs are now 
prohibited in some areas. 

Check our website for more information. 
It is important to remember that dogs need to be on-
lead when walking around our local roads and town 
centres. We provide off -leash dog exercise areas which 
are signposted and can be found on our website. 
tcdc.govt.nz/dogrules

Alcohol bans
Alcohol bans will be in force during 
holiday periods, including long 
weekends.
tcdc.govt.nz/alcoholcontrol

Council offices and District 
Libraries closed on Monday
Our customer services team and 
librarians are taking a well-deserved 
break on Monday 24 October. Our 

libraries will be open their usual hours on Saturday 
(9am – 12 noon) and returns slots are always available. 
If you have a question or concern for our Council, 
please contact our customer services team at 
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Dogs allowed o� lead
Please keep your dog under control 

Dogs on lead 
At all times
$300 �ne applies

NO DOGS
$300 �ne applies

COROMANDELOUR
News from Thames-Coromandel District Council 19 October, 2022

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames, Phone: 07 868 0200
www.facebook.com/
ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

Get our free eNewsletters!
tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe
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Election 
results 
Congratulations to 
our new and returning 
elected members! We 
look forward to serving 
our communities around the district.

Find out the full list of results 
tcdc.govt.nz/Your-Council/election

New elected members – new opportunity
New Thames-Coromandel Mayor Len Salt is excited 
to see the new faces elected to serve on our Council 
and Community Boards. 

“We have a unique opportunity to grow the collaboration 
between Council and the people in our communities 
who are out there making a di� erence every day. 
I'm absolutely con  dent that we can take Thames-
Coromandel District forward to a more resilient future.”

Summer water alert 
The long-term forecast is for hot weather this 
summer. Please think about your water use – plan 
ahead in case there are water shortages and start 
practising water-saving (e.g. re-using washing up 
water to keep your garden watered).

Visit our website for seven e� ective water 
conservation tips: tcdc.govt.nz/savewater

If you’re going boating in our district, there’s 
a smarter way to pay for launching and trailer 
parking at ramps where fees apply. Simply scan 
the QR code with your smartphone, camera or 
Google Lens and follow the easy prompts to pay – 
right at the ramp. If you don’t have a smartphone, 
you can still pay in person at our Council off ices 
and participating retail outlets.

A reminder that the new QR payment system has 
replaced the physical ramp permits. All your current 
permits will remain valid until they expire. For more 
information and a handy ‘how to’ video, visit 
tcdc.govt.nz/boatramps

New plastics ban
A new government ban on plastic came into force this 
month banning single use or hard-to-recycle plastic 
such as:

•  drink stirrers

•  single-use plastic cotton buds

•  plastics with pro-degradant additives (e.g. some bin 
liners, dry cleaning bags and pet waste products)

•  PVC food trays and containers used for products 
including meat, fresh produce or baked goods

•  polystyrene takeaway food and beverage 
packaging (e.g. takeaway containers and cups)

•  expanded polystyrene food and beverage packaging 
including food serviceware and grocery products (e.g. 
instant noodle containers).

For more information, check out the Ministry for the 
Environment’s website environment.govt.nz/guides
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SLEEP CLOUD
Queen mattress + Base

All sizes available
$999
NOW ONLY

SLEEP CLOUDSLEEP CLOUD
Queen mattress + Base

Super S
aver

BED
SALELABOUR DAY

LABOUR DAY

Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement. Only one coupon redeemable per invoice.
  

FREE
 On purchases of  $1499 

and above within 15km radius*

Valid till: 24th O
ct

CO
U
PO

N

LIMITED TIME COUPON

Delivery
+

Old Bed Removal

Own your dream bed with easy finance options

SLEEP NOW, PAY LATER!

INSPIRE
Queen mattress + Base

All sizes available
NOW $1340
WAS $3350

Queen mattress + Base
-60% O

FF

Queen mattress + Base
AT DARK

All sizes available
NOW $2295
WAS $4590

Queen mattress + Base
-50% O

FF
LUXURY BEDS UNDER $2500

LUXURY BEDS UNDER $2500

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm / Sat 9am - 4pm / Sun 10am - 3pm  Ph: 07 868 3332

Tararu author fulfi ls lifelong passion
Wearing a polar bear suit 

is one technique Thames 
author Paul Heff ernan has 
used to promote one of his 
whimsical books.

The former Auckland art 
teacher, school principal and 
restaurant owner has written 
and illustrated seven picture 
and chapter books at his Tara-
ru home in the past two years.

The books include Robert 
the Polar Bear, Jingle Jangle 
Street, Sponge Cake Man, Ikky 
Sticky, The Impossible Tasks, 
The Last Dragon Family and
Vikings, Sailors and Sea Mon-
sters. 

Paul, or Mr Heff , told The 
Profi le he’d always wanted to 
be an author and had ideas for 
stories dating back 30 years, 
but only put them into practice 
when he retired in 2009.

“When you’re out there in the 
real world, you’re busy wanting 
to be the best school principal 
on the entire planet, you’ve got 
a family and you’ve got a mort-
gage so you haven’t got that 
luxury of retreating to a room 
to write,” he said.

“Then I had a restaurant in St 
Heliers for a while and because 
we had an apartment upstairs I 
started to write there, and then 
I had a cottage in Huia.

“But the stories were stored 
away in boxes, I’ve got boxes 
full of story ideas, and then my 

friend Bruce and Kathy my wife 
said ‘come on Heff  you need 
to get cracking and write your 
stories because you’re going 
to shuffl  e off  the planet soon 
mate’.” 

Mr Heff ernan said his books 
were inspired by British au-
thors Roald Dahl and David 

Walliams, and British illustra-
tor Quentin Blake. 

Being an independent pub-
lisher meant he could decide on 
the content of each book.

“It’s very hard to get a pub-
lisher because they’ve got 
around 300 submissions com-
ing across their desk each day 

and then it will take up to 18 
months to do a book,” he said. 
“I haven’t got 18 months - I can 
get six books out in that time, 
and that’s what I did and I want 
to shoot the stories out there 
and give people a chuckle.

“Robert the Polar Bear for 
instance has polar bear facts 

Paul Heff ernan with his children’s books at his Tararu studio.                                                 Photo: GORDON PREECE

like polar bears like online 
shopping, and not many people 
know that, and I had one lady 
say ‘you can’t say that’, I said 
‘yes I can, it’s my book there-
fore I can decide the content’.”

Mr Heff ernan said his books 
were available at Carson’s 
Bookshop in Thames, on his 
website, at local art galleries, 
Thames Library and he has 
also promoted his books at 
Moanataiari School.

“When you’re self-publish-
ing, it’s all up to you. You get 
your fi rst initial rush of friends 
buying your book, then there’s 
a big drying off  period because 
they’ve bought the book and 
then you need to advertise,” he 
said.

“I’ve done some advertising 
on Facebook and nothing hap-
pened there but I think my best 
market will be visiting schools. 

“I’ve done that once or twice 
and that was highly successful, 
the pupils had a ball and we all 
had a rocking good time.

“Usually I wear a polar bear 
suit and that sets the scene 
to promote Robert the Polar 
Bear.” 

Mr Heff ernan said he 
planned to visit more schools 
in Thames and Auckland to 
promote his books, and he also  
planned to publish a new book 
titled Roger Jolly the Pirate
early next year. 
DETAILS: For more informati on, 
visit: www.mrheff .co.nz.

By GORDON PREECE
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presents

Check steampunkthethames.co.nz
for more events & information

�

�

TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR
Friday 11th

Burlesque at The Pumphouse
2 Shows - 6pm & 8.30pm

�

Comedy Show at GBD
Starts 6.30pm 
Starring Nick Rado & Company

Saturday 12th

Under The Big Top - Pumphouse Party
7pm to 11.59pm

Five Goldfields School senior 
students have made and sold 

dog treats this year to raise funds 
for the school ball.  

Teacher Anna Walters told 
The Profile the project was part 
of the school’s Young Enterprise 
Scheme, which involved its senior 
students developing a business 
idea for when they leave school.

“We’ve done [dog treats] for a 
few years and it’s a really good 
way to keep the students cooking, 
and it’s a healthy treat and most 
of our young people and whānau 
have animals,” she said.

“The money that we raise from 
it goes towards the school camp 
which is held every two years 
and for our school ball this year, 
which is for the students over 16.”

Anna couldn’t say how many 
dog treats had been sold but said 
students continuing to make 
more would suggest “quite a lot” 
had been sold.

“You can always smell the dog 
biscuits on a Thursday in the staff 
room, they actually smell really 
nice and they’re actually edible 
for humans,” she said.

Teacher Todd Robinson, who 
led the five students in the dog 
treats production, said they were 
made from ingredients such as 
oats and peanut butter and were 
baked before being kneaded and 
cut with cookie cutters.

Anna said the school ball was 
set to be held on November 10 
at Falls Retreat in Waikino, and 
hoped dog treats would continue 

By GORDON PREECE

School ball funded by dog biscuits In Brief
BLUES TOUR IN THAMES
Kicking off his 35-date, six week 
Aotearoa tour, Grant Haua 
returns to the local stage after 
time in Europe, which included 
a live television concert at the 
Rockpalast in Germany, as well 
as a number of festival shows in 
the Northern Hemisphere. He will 
be visiting Thames over Labour 
Weekend for an afternoon ticketed 
show at The Back Room. Gig starts 
at 4pm on Monday, October 24. 
Tickets available at Lotus Realm or 
on www.eventfinda.co.nz.
 
SOUP BIZ GOES REGIONAL
Paeroa College student Hamish 
Buchanan and his freeze-dried 
AstroSoup business (Valley Profile, 
October 5), has made it through 
to the Young Enterprise Scheme 
Waikato regional finals, which 
will be held on November 1. 
The national awards will be on 
December 6.

XTERRA TRAIL CHALLENGE 
CANCELLED
A significant slip and rockfall 
on an essential track between 
Karangahake Gorge and Dickeys 
Flat has caused the 2022 Xterra 
Trail Challenge Waihi to be 
cancelled. The event was set to 
take place on November 19 and 
organisers had hoped the track 
could be repaired but were told by 
the Department of Conservation 
that track repairs would go later 
than November. The event has 
been rescheduled to November 
18, 2023. 

to be sold up until the date.
“The ball is just a fun, nice, sit 

down meal, all the students get 
dressed up and there’s a disco and 
they absolutely love it, and the 
local businesses support us really 
well,” she said.

Anna said the remaining funds 
from the dog treat sales would go 

towards the school camp set to be 
held next year. “The school camp 
is certainly a massive financial 
intake so we’re looking at rais-
ing lots and lots of money… last 
year we went to Waihī Beach and 
the year before we went to Roto-
rua,” she said. “It’s always been 
popular and perhaps what a lot 

of people don’t seem to realise is 
that a lot of our students don’t go 
away for weekends or nights very 
often, so for them to go and have 
a sleepover with their mates is 
massive.” 
DETAILS: The dog treats cost $3 a 
bag or $10 for four bags. Orders and 
enquiries to: todd@gfs.school.nz. 

Goldfields students Ella Collis, left and Amy West with a basket of dog treats.                          Photo: SUPPLIED
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to � ames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-fi lled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views 
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.  

Each unit’s elegantly � nished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom 
o� er stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the 
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US

to view 

by appointment

Come and experience 

the diff erence!

82 Richmond St, Thames           0800 868 5484              www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames           0800 868 5484               www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
One Bedroom 

Apartment, Level 3
Two Bedroom

Apartment, Level 1
ENQUIRE TODAY!

Paeroa MenzShed gears up for action
Tools will clatter at Paeroa 

MenzShed once a week after 
a raft of community support to 
spruce up the organisation’s 
space.

Vice chairman Alan Hughes 
told The Profile the sprucing by 
its members began in February 
after the organisation was given 
the use of an old shearing shed 
at Paeroa’s former racecourse 
by its developers Wayne and 
Chloe Wright.

“It had stages in it and part of 
the floor was a dead floor so we 
had to take the staging out and 
dig the floor out,” he said. 

“We started digging it by hand 
but it was going to be a major 
job so we needed a contractor to 
do it so JA Lynch offered to do 
it for us.”

Alan said the spoil removal 
was paid for by JA Lynch Con-
tractors and HG Leach & Co, 
and Mr Wright also donated 
resources for the site.

“Corrie Leach rang me and 
said he would send a truck to lay 
gravel for us for a driveway, and 
they donated three trucks full of 
metal,” he said.

“Wayne then got a contrac-
tor to layer the concrete floor 
[inside the shed] for us at his 
expense.”

Alan said Paeora MenzShed 
members also applied them-
selves to weatherproof the 
shed, fix the doors and check 

Paeroa MenzShed vice chairman Alan Hughes, left, secretary and treasurer Ross Cox, and member Paul Maurice.               Photo: GORDON PREECE

By GORDON PREECE

the power, and along with the 
wider community donated tools 
and equipment including work-
benches, table saws and a spin-
dle moulder. “It’s very pleasing, 
without the generosity we cer-
tainly wouldn’t be in the position 
we are now to look at making an 
open day at all,” he said.

Paeroa MenzShed held its first 
open day on October 13 and Alan 
said it planned to reopen each 
week on Thursdays between 
9:30am and 12:30pm. “Hopeful-
ly we get a good crowd of visitors 
that will come along and assist 
with anything they’re capable of 
or if anyone wants to come along 

and do something small them-
selves we can help them out with 
that too,” he said. 

“MenzShed is a community 
place for not only males but also 
females to come and socialise 
and do projects for themselves 
or if there’s any community pro-
jects they want us to be involved 

with, they can do those things as 
well.”

Alan said dates and times for 
open days could change to cater 
for members’ availability. 
DETAILS: For more information 
contact Alan Hughes, Ph 027 498 
8872, or email paeroamenzhed@
gmail.com.
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Community Transport.
The St John Health Shuttle service operates a Community
Transport Vehicle thats available to meet the local transport needs
of our community to destinations other than medical appointments.
It has a hoist and is wheelchair capable to help members of the
community attend appointments or functions and events.  
TThis service operates on a koha/donation basis. Please contact us
for more information on the availability criteria or to discuss 
your speciic needs with us.

Thanks to the generous donations from Thames Mobility Vehicle Trust, 
Thames RSA Welfare and Mr Verhagen;  St John has just replaced this
vehicle with a new Toyota van. It be will be formally dedicated at an
Order of St John ceremony on the 29th October. 

SSt John Community Programmes.
Our community programmes are close to operating normally again
after the impacts of covid and we have vacancies for volunteers across
those programmes that we would like to ill.
Do you have time to spare?  How about becomimg one of our
volunteers with our Health Shuttles, shuttle cleaners, Opportunity
Shop, Friends of the Hospital team, Youth leaders, Pet Therepy, or
with with Ambulance.

To ind out more information please call Nikki on:
(07) 868 0555 or email nikki.tyrrell-baxter@stjohn.org.nz

St John Thames

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm

Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX

Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated 
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames, 
Ph: 07 868 7056 

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

New season shirts in-store now. 
Great selection.

Mon - Fri • 9am - 5pm
Sat • 9am - 12pm

Paeroa Informa	 on Hub
off ers:

AA - D����� L������ � 
M� �� V������ S�������

T�����  I��� - L���� � T�� H������ 
R��� T����

I� �� C� � B�� T���� �
C������ S�������

D���������� A��� �

J.P. S������� �� R����� 
C� ����� A����� - T��� � T����

Ph: 862 8636
E: pae.info@xtra.co.nz

Paeroa Information Hub on Normanby 
Rd offers local activity information, bus 

ticket sales, AA services and houses the 
Citizens Advice Bureau and the Hauraki Rail 
Trail Trust. 

Information offi cer Michael Tansey said 
the centre was rebuilding after the effects of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“[Covid-19] killed us… but I’m very lucky 
I have a council that had enough foresight 
to understand that Covid, although it was 
an absolute nightmare, it wasn’t going to be 
here forever,” he said.

“It’s also given us the opportunity to look 
at ourselves and reassess and reprioritise 
what we’re doing.

“We’ve still got a way to go before we’re 
anywhere near to what we had prior to 
Covid, but we’ve got to thank our own local 
visitors from New Zealand that have really 
stepped up to the mark when we didn’t have 
overseas visitors.”

Michael said the hub was warmly welcom-

ing the return of international visitors.
“It’s our job to be good hosts and to show 

people as much as possible,” he said.
“Our claim to fame now is the Hauraki 

Rail Trail and Paeroa in itself is becoming a 
destination.

“I have a group coming from Canada in 
February and they’re basing themselves in 
Paeroa purely for their ability to ride the rail 
trail.”

Michael also encouraged locals to contin-
ue visiting the centre for assistance.

“It’s the passion of the local people want-
ing to sell their local area that you’re not go-
ing to get from an online search,” he said.

“I would like as many people that are in 
Paeroa and the greater area to visit us and 
see what we’ve got, we’d like to be in a po-
sition to start offering local products to the 
local people.

“So if there’s people out there who are 
making things and would like an avenue to 
sell them, come in and talk to us.”

Call into the Paeroa Info Hub

ADVERTORIAL

 AA offi  cer Anna Taylor, 
le� , and informa� on offi  cer 

Michael Tansey.     
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS 
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE 

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St and xxx Queen St, Thames

thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance 
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing 

& repairs available including 
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2013 Mazda 6 Atenza
2.0Ltr Auto, 18” Alloys, 
Top Condition

$13,990
NOW AT

2015 Peugeot 208
Auto, NZ New, 32km, 1 Owner, Like New

$12,990
ONLY

2009 BMW 320i
Auto, Low 80km, Mint Car

$12,990
 

2011 Ford Fiesta
1.6 Ltr, Auto, NZ New, Low Kms

$11,990
 

2011 Mazda Axiela
NZ New, Great Buying

$7,990
 

2013 Ford Territory
4.0 Ltr, Auto, 2WD, Best Available

$13,990
 

2010 Toyota Aurion
V6 Auto, Top Range NZ Model, 
Low kms

$11,990
 

Pollen Street Queen Street

 

2009 Nissan Qashqai
2.0Ltr, Ti, Value SUV

$8,990

2014 Great Wall X240
5 Spd Manual, 4WD, Low 95km, 
Hi Spec with Leather

$12,990
 

2015 Holden Captiva
2.4Ltr Auto 2WD, Alloys, Low 80km, 
Superb

$15,990
 

2018 Honda Jazz RS
Manual, 6 Speed, NZ New, Low 69km,

 LIKE NEW

 
$17,990

2006 Nissan Lafesta
1.8 Ltr, Auto, 7 Seat, Very Low 62km

 
$7,990

2005 Nissan Navara
Flat Deck, Man, Diesel, Top Truck

 
$8,990

2002 Mini Cooper
Auto Coupe, Rare Model

 
$6,990

2004 Mazda MPV
2.4 Ltr, Good kms,Top Condition

 
$6,990

2012 Hyundai i45
2.4 Ltr Auto, Our Best Value

ONLY 
$7,990

Toyota Vitz
1.3 Ltr Auto, Very Low 54 km,  

Immaculate Condition

ONLY 
$4,990

2006 BMW 323i
Auto, 6 Cyl, Towbar, Bargain Buy

NOW
$5,990

2008 Suzuki Swift
Auto, Mod km, Alloys, 

Excellent Condition

 
$6,990

2008 Ford Territory Ghia
4.0 Ltr Auto, 7 Seat, Hi Spec Model

 
$8,990
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We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product. We also demonstrate and deliver. 
5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY

#

#

Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details. visit husqvarna.com today

§Purchase a TS242TXD, TS248TXD or TS354 and receive a bonus $300 in-store voucher valid for 
in-store redemption at place of issue for Husqvarna products, parts and accessories only. 
Offer valid 01/09/22 - 31/01/23, at participating Husqvarna Dealers, while stocks last. OfferS valid 01/09/22 - 31/01/23, at participating authorised Husqvarna Dealers only, while stocks last..

Power and 
performance

TS 242TXD
Kawasaki FR Series V-Twin - 21.5 hp - 42" Cutting Width $8,890 RRP

$7,990

$4,780 $8,740$4 780 $8 7TS138 Husqvarna Series Engine,
38” Cutting Width, 
Hydrostatic Transmission

Z242F Kawasaki FR Series 
V-Twin - 21.5hp - 42” Cutting Width $4,930 RRP $8,990 RRP

Boe Leach, left, Zayden Barry, and Blake Leach display their threaded yarn artworks.                 Photos: GORDON PREECE

Learning 
in the 
Making
Ngātea Primary School 
held more than 200 hands-
on Learning in the Making 
workshops for its students 
on September 28 and 29. 
Principal Neil Fraser said the 
workshops gave students the 
opportunity to experience a 
conference environment with 
their own lanyards, t-shirts 
and conference booklets. 
The students were required 
to complete four workshops 
each day selected by them-
selves and were led by com-
munity volunteers, staff, 
and year 7 and 8 students. 
Reporter GORDON PREECE 
headed along for the first day 
of the workshops to capture 
some of the students’ work.  

Hemi Vaimagalo, left, Sena Hayashi, and Joseph Gurnick display 
their origami. 

Tandi McHaffie, left, and Macy Cameron tuck into 
their chocolate mug cakes.

Aidan Bell constructs his catapult. Troy Stephens, left, Ruby Gibbs, and Zoe Williams.

Imogen Beagley, left, and Olivia Martindale display 
their reusable shopping bags made from clothing. 

Ashton Jackson, left, Emelie Brice-Howie, and Sophie Taipari.
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SPRING AT AEROVIEW - IT’S TIME TO PLANT NOW

382 Ngati Maru Highway, Totara, Thames • Ph  868 7960  Open 7 days a week 8.30am to 5pm

*SPECIALS VALID 21ST - 24TH OCTOBER

LABOUR WEEKEND SALE

Lots more *specials instore *while stocks last

Christmas 
Decorations 

30% OFF

Christmas 
Decorations 

30% OFF

End of season
Camelias

Buy 1 10% off 
Buy 2 20% off 
Buy 3 30% off 

Buy 4 or more 40% off 

End of season
Camelias

Buy 1 10% off 
Buy 2 20% off 
Buy 3 30% off 

Buy 4 or more 40% off 

Daltons 
Premium Compost 40L

3 for $30

House Plants - 30% OFF

Single Single 
Potted Potted 

VegetablesVegetables
3 for $93 for $9

We stock the biggest 
range of fl ower & 

vegetable punnets in 
the Thames Valley

AEROVIEW LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

NATURAL 
PAVING
Path & Vehicle 

Grade
also

Cement
Pavelock
Asphalt

Mortar
Quick Set

Filter Cloth
Geogrid

SLEEPERS
MACROCARPA

(7 sizes available)

Also in stock
NZ Railway
UK Oak hardwood
Australian Rustic
Ironwood hardwood

• Ponga Logs
• Mega Mulch
• Forest Floor Mulch
• Black Mulch
• #4 Bark
• #5 Bark
• Screened Topsoil
• Post Peel
• Garden Mix
• Crushed Shell

• Limestone Chip
• Hokey Pokey
• Riverstone
• Scoria
• Drainage Metal
• GAP 7
• GAP 20
• Builders Mix
• #1 WashedSand
• Pit Sand

NEW PRODUCTS

382 Ngati Maru Highway, Totara, Thames • Ph  868 7960  Open 7 days a week 8.30am to 5pm
LOAN TRAILERS AVAILABLE

Love YOUR HOME

Jenny McLeod is moving her glass art studio to a renovated building along Thames’ main street.
Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Now that Jenny McLeod has 
moved to Thames, living 

above the renovated gallery 
which will soon showcase her 
glass art, she’s reached the 
“finale” of finding the perfect 
lifestyle.

For 19 years, she and her 
family have resided in Hen-
derson, West Auckland, and 
she has been making glass art 
which she supplies to galleries 
across the country.

But with an eye on the future 
- and a dose of fearlessness - 
she has decided to move her 
studio to the main street of 
Thames and operate a retail 
store for the first time.

“We were looking at all sorts 
of real estate. In our minds, we 
wanted to work and live in the 
same place, and for a lot of the 
time we were imagining being 
more rural, but we needed it 
to be where people could find 
us,” she told The Profile.

“I was doing some Google 
searches and for some reason, 
I came across a property down 
the road. I’d never imagined a 
main street anything, but that 
planted the seed.”

Jenny and her partner Peter 
Bell put offers in for several 

Glass artist relocates, renovates home and studio

places, but after speaking with 
Bounty store owner Fiona Cam-
eron, they set their sights on 
644 Pollen St, which was for-
merly Nectar.

“They were not on the mar-
ket, so it seemed a bit weird 

and I was scared, but we had 
nothing to lose by asking,” 
Jenny said. “After one visit, we 
bravely negotiated a private 
sale.” 

They moved into the 1896 
building in January this year, 

and started the renovations at 
once. 

The property boasts three 
bedrooms, a living/dining area, 
and small kitchen on the upper 
level, and two shops down-
stairs, which Jenny and Peter 

have converted into the gallery 
and studio, which will house 
two electric kilns. 

They’ve had to install new 
windows, a modern bathroom, 
feature lighting, and fix the 
sloping floorboards, among 
other things. 

Throughout the whole pro-
cess, Jenny and Peter have re-
used materials and have honed 
their skills in upcycling. 

“The very first time we were 
here, Peter was pulling wallpa-
per off the wall,” Jenny said. 
“He’s actually a really big part 
of the glass making now, and 
he’s really proud of it too.

“I never would have taken on 
a building like this if it wasn’t 
for him.” 

Like many emerging artists, 
when Jenny was just starting to 
make glass creations, she had 
to borrow money from her par-
ents. She also secured a grant 
to buy her first kiln.

“And I had a million part-time 
jobs,” she said. “I was glass 
making during the day and 
working at a movie theatre dur-
ing the night.” 

She was, and continues to 
be, attracted to the challenges 
the medium presented, and 
said she was “excited but 
scared” to relocate her studio

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

CONTINUED P13
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Design to InstallDesign to InstallDesign to InstallDesign to Install
AND JOINERY LTD

www.patonkitchens.co.nz  |  027 289 6054  | 07 867 8160  |  support@patonkitchens.co.nz

33 Kohunui Street, Ngatea

In-house kitchen designers, manufacturers & installers

Designer Kitchens, Wardrobes, Vanities and Laundries

Let us Design to Install your dreams

Book a consult in our showroom with one of our 
in-house kitchen designers

Design to Install
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Double-Glazed Aluminium Joinery
Contact us today to arrange a FREE, no-obligation, 
measure and quote and ask us about our installation service.
FAIRVIEW THAMES
10 Millar Place, Kopu  |  07 868 9105
office@fairviewthames.co.nz

www.fairviewthames.co.nz

• FAIRVIEW THAMES has been operating throughout 
the Coromandel and Hauraki region for over 20 years

• We are 100% locally owned and operated and are 
proud to employ local and support many local clubs 
and community groups

• Interest-Free finance options available via

Let FAIRVIEW THAMES help you fight 
the winter chill and summer heat with new

1 Pipiroa Rd, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681 • Miles 027-227-1121  

Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Petrol & ba� ery models availablePetrol & ba� ery models available
Come and see us for your garden needsCome and see us for your garden needs SHOWROOM: 

5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach 
PH: 07 863 5723  
MOB: 027 233 7277 
E: sales@owensfl ooring.co.nz

Flooring Sales 
& Installation 

Domestic & Commercial

Carpet, Vinyl, Wood 
and Laminate 

Flooring 

Love YOUR HOME

to Thames.
But with her son Hunter mov-

ing down ahead of starting at 
Thames High School next year, 
and with familiar sights like 
Thames Hospital - where Jenny 
was born - right outside her 
back door, the fear has made 
way for anticipation. 

“I know I’m never going to 
make a lot of money, and that 
doesn’t matter. I’m doing a job 
that I love and this step, mov-
ing into this building, is the 
fi nale of ‘lifestyle’,” she said.

“We’re really looking forward 
to that lifestyle change of be-
ing able to come downstairs 
and just open the door.” 

Jenny’s glass art studio will 
be opening “as soon as possi-
ble”, once the necessary reno-
vations are complete. To follow 
the process, fi nd Jenny McLeod 
Glass on Facebook.

CONTINUED FROM P11 

Glass artist 
renovates 
home and  
studio

Choose ‘living decor’ for your home
Loving your home can be as 

simple or complex as suits 
you.

Using living decor to enhance 
your furnishings and brighten 
your home is a simple, yet ef-
fective way to do this.

With many new, vibrantly col-
oured indoor plants available, 
any space can become alive.

Not only do you benefi t from 
the beauty house plants bring, 
you get the benefi t of more 
pure air to breathe in your 
home.

A stunning choice would be 
Stromanthe Triostar, with gor-
geous pink and green foliage.

Stromanthe Triostar is a 
prayer plant type, so its leaves 
move to an upright position 
in the evening, this just adds 
depth to what is already a 
beautiful plant.

Another good choice that’s 
easy care is the range of Anthu-
rium. These hardy plants have 
fl owers that come in an array of 
colours and are suited to a sun-
ny position to encourage fl ow-
ers. Jazz up your plants with a 
coloured pot to further enhance 
your decor.

For your outside living space, 
there are plenty of options to 
bring your barbecue area, patio, 
deck or swimming pool alive. 
Get a “tropical” feel in a shaded 
spot using Strelitzia (Bird of 
Paradise). This South African 
native gives a stunning impact 

to brighten the dullest part of 
your outdoor living space. For 
your sunnier positions, Cor-
dylines Electric Flash and Elec-
tric Star are a great choice.

These New Zealand natives 
are a hardy, attractive choice.

Underplant with trailing plants 
liek Bacopa to really make 
an impact. Use coloured pots 
to add extra oomph, or go for 
white for a more modern look.

Add a feature to your garden 
with a fountain or a bird bath, or 
a specimen tree. 

Prunus Kiku Sakura (Cheals 
Weeping Cherry) is a perfect 
specimen tree. It has rose-
pink frilly double fl owers in the 
spring, and becomes an excel-
lent source of shade during the 
heat of summer.

Place a bench seat under it 
and enjoy relaxing in nature, 

or make it the centrepiece of 
a garden which can be planted 
with Heucheras. These shade-
lovers come in an amazing ar-
ray of colours that resemble the 
different colours of coral on the 
Great Barrier Reef.

Whatever the size of your 
home or garden, love your home 
a natural way.

- Supplied by Country Dog 
Garden Centre, Paeroa

Stromanthe Triostar, le� , with gorgeous pink and green foliage is a stunning choice for your home; and Cordylines 
Electric Flash and Electric Star will brighten the dullest part of your outdoor living space.            Photos: SUPPLIED
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SHARPGRADE Laser System
1.8 Wide Hoe
Site Prep
Drilling
Top Soil
Truck Hire

For Inside

pots, vases, plantspots, vases, plants

For Outside

pots, water features, summer colourpots, water features, summer colour
9am - 5pm 7 Days • 28 Thames Road, Paeroa

E: donna@countrydoggardencentre.co.nz

www.countrydoggardencentre.co.nz Ph: 862 6438

Showroom: The Depot Lane, 715 Pollen St, Thames 
(Parking & rear entrance, 110 Kirkwood St) 

M 021 509 952  www.insider.net.nz      

Furnishing, Lighting Furnishing, Lighting 
& Homewares & Homewares 
Shop our full range 
at our Thames 
showroom – or online 
at www.insider.net.nz

Interior Design  Interior Design 
ServiceService
Planning, sourcing and 
advice on furnishings, 
renovations/new builds 

Colour consultations 
for interior and exterior

Window  Window 
TreatmentsTreatments 
Made to Measure 
curtains, blinds 
and shutters

Find the style 
you love

Love YOUR HOME

If you’re an avid DIYer, you’re already on 
your way to saving money. But with the 

right planning, you can transform the feel 
of a whole room with a single project that 
only costs you a few hundred bucks.

Refresh your rooms with paint: You can 
give your drab, washed-out walls a burst of 
brilliant colour just by picking up a paint 
can. That’s the power of a coat of paint: It 
rearranges your reality. Which is why paint-
ing is the most often-tackled DIY home-im-
provement upgrade.

Give kitchen cabinets a fl awless new fi n-
ish: Your cavelike kitchen feels that way 
because the dark cabinets have sucked 
all the light out of the room. But a brighter 
makeover doesn’t necessarily mean re-
placing those gloomy boxes with an all-
new kitchen. 

As long as the frames and doors are 
structurally sound, you can clean them up 
and brush on some new paint - and within 
a weekend take that kitchen from dreary 
to sunny. All you need is some strong 

cleaner, sandpaper, a paintbrush, and a lit-
tle elbow grease. What you don’t need is a 
whole lot of money, as the transformation 
will cost you a fraction of even the cheap-
est new cabinets.

Revive your old deck: Even the most 
bleak, weatherbeaten and slimy algae-
covered deck can be brought back to re-
spectability. If your deck is a bit neglected, 
power-wash and hand-scrub it back to a 
semblance of newness, then brush on a 
protective coat of stain to protect it from 
the elements.

Upgrade your front entrance: Polish the 
look of your front door with small acces-
sories that pack a big punch. Details such 
as house numbers, outdoor lighting, and a 
letterbox can make a lasting impression 
and give your exterior a distinct personal-
ity. Matching fi nishes on these accessories 
will give you a tailored look, while mix-and-
match accessories, such as vintage or up-
cycled fi xtures, will create a one-of-a-kind 
aesthetic.

Refresh your home on a budget

Give kitchen cabinets a fl awless 
new fi nish.  File Photo: UNSPLASH

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm

(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Thames

Effi  cient convenient prescrip� on dispensing

Our team are locals suppor� ng locals

Ph 07 8685100 – Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

Do   
EYE STRAINEYE STRAIN
Do you have any of the following 

symptoms when using a 
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa� gue • Light sensi� vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina� on 

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the diff erence

Paeroa Chrisitan, Paeroa Central, Miller Avenue, St Joseph’s Catholic, Hikutaia and Karangahake school students serenade the audience.

Bursting 
into song
More than 70 local 
students ignited the 
Paeroa War Memo-
rial Hall stage on 
September 14 for the 
Paeroa Music Project 
performance. The in-
itiative was initiated 
by local music teach-
er Roshan Tuivavalagi 
to give kids the op-
portunity to sing to a 
live audience. Waihī 
College students also 
performed on the 
night. Photographer 
TOMEK FRIEDRICH 
captured the musical 
event.

Students demonstrate their stage confidence. Sylvee Stepanicic takes centre stage.

 Josua Tuivavalagi give his best. Mafi Kusitafu owns the stage.

Waihī College year 8 clarinetest Jessica Yeh.

Waihī College year 9 student Kyra McElroy blasts the saxophone.
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

►  Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

►  Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

►  Metal

►  Suppliers of Hay Silage & 
      Maize Silage

►  Suppliers of Mangatangi River 
      Rock
►  Decorative Stones & Drainage
►  Sand Shell
►  Palm Kernel
►  Fertiliser
►  All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

RuralRural LifeLife
Emissions reduction plan slammed
“The straw that broke the cam-
el’s back” is how a local farming 
spokesperson describes a re-
cently-announced government 
proposal to reduce agricultural 
emissions.

The “world-fi rst” plan, an-
nounced by the government on 
October 11 and currently open 
for consultation, will make 
farmers pay for their emissions 
from 2025 to meet government 
agricultural methane reduction 
targets by 2030.

Hauraki-Coromandel Feder-
ated Farmers president Robert 
Craw told The Profi le the gov-
ernment plan would be “the 
straw that broke the camel’s 
back” for many farmers in the 
area and may cause them to 
abandon farming. 

“It would be devastating. The 
rural communities at the mo-
ment are struggling to hold it 
together anyway and are becom-
ing more and more isolated due 
to logistical issues,” he said.

“If this was to unfold the way 
[of the] worst case scenario of 
more families exiting rural com-
munities, you’re going to lose 
the fi ght against pine trees [re-
placing farmland], that’s where 
it would go.”

Federated Farmers said the 
plan aimed to reduce sheep and 
beef farming in New Zealand by 
20 per cent and dairy farming 
by fi ve per cent to achieve green-
house gas emissions targets.

“Any remaining dry stock 
farms will pretty much go out of 
business, I’m not 100 per cent 
sure how the dairy guys would 
be poised to absorb that cost, 
but it’s just detrimental to the 
industries across the board,” Mr 
Craw said. 

“We’re already the most ef-
fi cient farmers in the world yet 
we’re going to be the ones who 
are going to get hammered 
through this and we’re going to 
lose our market share, and we’re 

Forestry replacing Hauraki-Coromandel farms could now be “a reality”, Fed Farmers says.      File Photo: UNSPLASH

By GORDON PREECE

never going to get them back, 
which is hugley concerning.

“We’ll lose that production 
to countries who are producing 
food at a far greater carbon foot-
print to us and far less effi  ciently 
than us.”

The government said it ac-
cepted most of the recommenda-
tions made by the He Waka Eke 
Noa Partnership, which included 
government departments, iwi, 
Māori and primary sector organ-
isations like Federated Farmers.

The government also incorpo-
rated feedback from the Climate 
Change Commission. 

According to the consultation 
document, Te tātai utu o ngā 
tukunga ahuwhenua - Pricing 
Agricultural Emissions, the He 
Waka Eke Noa partnership was 

established in 2020 to take ac-
tion to reduce agricultural emis-
sions and support the transition 
to farm-level emissions pricing 
from 2025.

But some recommendations, 
which included farmers setting 
their own emission prices, was 
rejected by the government.

Mr Craw said the decision was 
“frustrating from a Federated 
Farmers point of view”. 

“This reaction from the gov-
ernment pretty much takes 
away all the good stuff  that was 
making [the plan] workable and 
kicking that to the curb and add-
ing some more nasty stuff  which 
makes the whole thing unwork-
able,” he said. 

“The concern is who is going 
to set the emission pricing now. 

If they can put a group together 
of the industry bodies that can 
come up with a tangible calcula-
tion to set those pricings then we 
could look at accepting that.

“But if the government’s go-
ing to pull a number out and slap 
that on the table then that’s very 
concerning.”

According to the consulta-
tion document, the decision was 
made to ensure levy rates were 
more aligned with emissions 
pricing for the broader economy 
of emission reduction targets in 
New Zealand.

The fi nal decision on levy pric-
es would be informed by advice 
from the Climate Change Com-
mission and set following con-
sultation with iwi, Māori and the 
agriculture sector, the document 

said. 
The recommendation for 

farmers being fi nancially re-
warded for on-farm sequestra-
tion, such as planting trees next 
to rivers, was also not put for-
ward by the government.

According to the consultation 
document, the government pro-
posed an alternative pathway to 
recognise sequestration with a 
short-term solution that could 
recognise additional vegetation 
on farms in 2025, which will 
transition to the New Zealand 
Emissions Trading Scheme.

Mr Craw said the move was a 
“big concern” and that forestry 
replacing Hauraki-Coromandel 
farms could now be “a reality”.

“We’re the only country in the 
world that allows 100 per cent 
off setting, and that’s why we’re 
having a lot of forestation,” he 
said.

“The worst part about all this 
is when you speak to the guys 
who are crunching the numbers, 
we’re already on this road of im-
provement, it’s been happening 
for years, we’re getting better 
and better at it and our trajec-
tory is looking really good. 

“There’s been a lot of plant-
ing going on, there’s been a lot 
of land retirement and genetics 
as well, but there’s no silver bul-
let… there’s a lot of little things 
that all go hand in hand to im-
prove or reduce our emission 
output.”

Consultation for the plan 
closes on November 18 and once 
submissions are considered, fi -
nal proposals will go to minis-
ters for approval next year.

“There’s going to be some 
backlash coming, I can assure 
you of that, this is only the start 
of the process and when you’ve 
got a bunch of farmers who are 
ticked off , you’re going to see 
some reactions pretty quick,” Mr 
Craw said. 
DETAILS: For more informati on or 
to join a webinar, go to: consult.
environment.govt.nz.
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Hauraki Plains Motors Ltd
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea   •   Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121  Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW

$6,894 ��� ���

NEW

$4,995 ��� ���

XRM125
STEP THRU,
 ELECTRIC START, 
FUEL INJECTED, FARM 
KITTED 2-WHEEL BIKE

CT 125A
FUEL INJECTED, 
ELECTRIC START, ABS 
BRAKES, LED LIGHTS, 
2 WHEEL FARM BIKE, 

FARM FITTED

NEW
HONDA

 XR 150
ELECTRIC START
2-WHEEL FARM 
BIKE

XR190
FUEL INJECTED, 
ELECTRIC START, 
DOUBLE CARRIERS, 
DOUBLE STANDS, 
FRONT DISC BRAKE 

NEW

$6,434 ��� ���

$4,939 ��� ���

RuralRural LifeLife

Riders wanted for fundraiser
Kaihere and its nearby rural 

communities are being 
encouraged to saddle up for a 
horse trek fundraiser through 
farmland and forestry hosted 
by Kaihere School PTA on No-
vember 26.

PTA member Clare Ward 
told The Profile the fundraiser 
aimed to raise funds to employ  
one of the school’s junior room 
teachers for additional hours.

“The Kaihere School PTA 
hopes to raise funds to sup-
port additional hours for the 
schools junior teacher above 
what is funded by the Ministry 
of Education,” she said. 

“This enables increased 
learning opportunities, differ-
entiation and consistency for 
our tamariki.”

Clare said the PTA hoped a 
maximum of 100 people would 
participate in the event.

Those taking part needed 
their own horse and a $60 en-
trance fee, she said.

The trek would depart from 
Patetonga Speedway on Wai-
kaka Rd 10am and end at the 
same place at 3pm.

“We’ll be going from Waika-
ka Rd in Patetonga, up through 
the forestry and then we’ll 
come out on another farm on 
Top Rd,” she said.

By GORDON PREECE

“Then we’ll head back to 
Waikaka Rd, we’ll be on top 
of the ridge in the forestry so 
hopefully we’ll get some nice 
views from the top.

“There is also a stop for lunch 
at 12pm, and at 3pm there is a 

sausage sizzle with cold drinks 
available to purchase.

“At 3:30pm we’re going to 
have a raffle draw,” she said.

Clare said riders needed to 
bring their own lunch.
Details: Kaihere School Fund-

raiser Horse Trek, November 26, 
10am to 3pm, start and finish at 
Patetonga Speedway on Waikaka 
Rd, must bring own lunch and 
horse with good feet, $60 entry, 
email clarew@kaihere.school.nz 
for a registration form.

Brad and Rebecca Johnson will lead the horse trek on November 26.            Photo: SUPPLIED

‘Get Kiwis on 
Farm’ initiative 
returns
Federated Farmers and the 
Ministry of Social Development 
have announced another round of 
support for the “Get Kiwis on Farm” 
project, one of the government’s 
most successful worker placement 
Covid-19 initiatives.

The programme started in 2020 
and to date has helped 605 people 
get jobs in farming.

MSD Industry Partnerships 
provides $323,000 of funding for 100 
starter kits, to get the right gear in 
the hands of wannabe farm workers, 
and it also goes towards support 
with recruitment and pastoral care 
for those people.

New recruits get free farm and 
wet weather gear, and there are 
dairy farm and general farm starter 
kits for arable, sheep and beef, and 
deer workers. 

Recruits also receive pastoral care 
and the first year of a Young Farmers 
membership free. The employer 
gets the price of the employment 
contract refunded and opportunity 
to apply for the flexi-wage subsidy.

Federated Farmers employment 
relations spokesperson Richard 
McIntyre thanked MSD for their 
ongoing contribution to the 
Initiative. 

“The primary industry needs new 
recruits and we will always support 
getting more Kiwis on farm.”

Participation is restricted to 
Federated Farmers members, and 
there are only 100 kits available.
DETAILS: getkiwisonfarm.nz.  
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Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz                  Ph: 07 862 9090

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea o�ce every Thursday

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on pro�t and wealth development

AUTOWORKZAUTOWORKZ
FOR WOFS, LUBES AND ALL 
MECHANICAL REPAIRS

PRE 2000’S MOTORBIKE RESTORATIONS, 
SPECIALIZED PAINT WORK & REPAIRS

THE A TO Z OF AUTO REPAIRS

CALL DALE   867 7195  l  027 372 4797
                           
autoworkz70@yahoo.com
                                                            
KOHUNUI ST, NGATEA

118 Normanby Rd, PAEROA, 3600

Ph: 07 862 8263

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

We specialise in Milking Machines 
& Equipment, E�  uent & 

Irrigation Systems, 
Filtration & Puri� cation, 

and Water Pump Supplies & 
Installations. 

To cover all your dairy needs.

PAEROA FARM
SERVICES LTD Brett Harris 

Electrical 2016 Ltd
For all your Electrical 

Requirements 24/7

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Specialist in all 
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural  

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road, 

Hauraki Plains
Tel: (07) 867-5196 

Mobile: 027 270 2804

KOPU 07 868 5007. PAEROA 07 862 7295. 
WAIHI 07 863 8684. WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030. 

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Equine | Lifestyle farm | Pets

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP 24/7

With summer 
c o m i n g 

and the weather 
warming up, we 
now start seeing 
a lot more skin-
related issues.

The skin has 
many roles including protecting against 
physical environmental damage as well 
as immunity to reduce the risk of bacte-
rial infection. 

Thermoregulation or temperature 
control is also an important function, 
as is hydration. Cats and dogs do not 
have sweat glands and pant to cool 
down so excessive water loss through 
unhealthy skin can cause problems.

To maintain healthy skin and coat 
your pet needs a healthy balanced diet 
with adequate Omega 3 fatty acids 
to protect the skin and keep the coat 
shiny. Linoleic acid also helps prevent 
dry fl aky skin and thinning of hair. 

Zinc helps reduce water loss, skin in-
fections, and dull hair. Biotin and B vi-
tamins are involved in fat metabolism 
and aid linoleic acid function.

Skin allergies are very prevalent in 
cats and dogs with the number one al-
lergy being fl eas. These start an itch-
scratch cycle and deeper infections 
which can lead to pyoderma (hot spots) 
and folliculitis.

Fleas can be controlled by a range of 
very eff ective fl ea products. These need 
to be used regularly and all household 
pets need to be treated at the same 
time, as fl eas are very adept at transfer-
ring from one animal to another.

Many animals that are sensitive to 

Treating your pet’s itchy, 
scratchy summer skin

one allergen often have multiple aller-
gies such as pollens, grasses, or food 
allergies. These allergies will be present 
for the whole of a pet’s life, however, 
can be controlled. Food allergies can be 
eliminated by using prescription diets 
available from your vets that have hy-
drolysed protein that the animal doesn’t 
recognise as a specifi c allergen. 

Unfortunately, if your pet has a food 
allergy, even a small treat of the aller-
genic food can cause skin infl ammation.

Shampoos are eff ective at soothing 
the skin and washing allergens - such as 
pollens – out of the coat. The medicated 
shampoos also have antiseptic and anti-
fungal agents to lower the bacteria and 
allergens on the skin to reduce the risk 
of secondary infection.

Anti-infl ammatory medication is used 
as a last resort when preventative treat-
ments have failed.

These range from traditional steroids 
to non-steroidal anti-infl ammatories 
and newer drugs such as Cytopoint in-
jection or Apoquel tablets. Discuss these 
options with your vet to fi nd the best so-
lution for your pet.

- Supplied by Franklin Vets, Paeroa 

By Dr Ivan Petch 
BVSc

A hot spot on a dog’s tail.             Photo: SUPPLIED

SPONSORED CONTENT
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JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD
203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

2006 TOYOTA AVENIS $5,650
109,000kms, Mags, Electrics, In Silver, Immaculate
2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.
In white. VALUE
2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan   $3,995
182,000 kms, all extras

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms    $3,495
1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260 
2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white   $2,995
2000 NISSAN SUNNY EX SALOON $2,495
1500cc Auto, 221,000 kms, NZ New

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY MAESTRO $3,595
Tinted windows, Up in kms, Mags, S/wagon VALUE
Electrics,       

������
1997 HOLDEN VF COMMODORE ACCCLAIM 
3.8L Auto, CD, Mags    $3,995

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON $4,695
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,    $3,995
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA

2005 TOYOTA COROLLA GLX

2007 VW PASSAT S/WAGON

2004 HONDA ACCORD EURO1994 MAZDA FAMILIA

1996 HONDA ACCORD

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA 1999 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE

2001 HONDA CONCERTO 1997 FORD LASER
$5,850 

$2,250 $4,250

 $5,995 
 $2,500 

VALUE 
$2,850 

2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition

$4,250

VALUE 
$3,250

VALUE 
$2,450TOP CAR 

$4,995

$3,995

1.8L 5 Speed, All Extras, Top Condition
LOOK AT

BUY IT

Up in kms, All Electric Extras, Great Condition VALUE

2.4L, 5 Speed Manual, All Extras  CD, Mags, Air Con, Rear Spoiler, Tinted Windows, Central 
Locking, 227,550kms, Immaculate Condition, 
In Silver 

2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well, Very smart 
in Metallic Blue

158,000 kms, 2360cc Auto, All Extras, 7 Seats, Best Available Auto, Extras

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, Very Tidy,  
               Drives Well

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate  
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore. 

A CLASSIC DREAM

1995 NISSAN PULSAR
4 Dr, 1600cc 
Auto, CD, 
Mags, 
Sun Roof, 
Electrics, 
252,000kms

BE 
QUICK

BEST 
AVAILABLE

VALUE VALUEPlease 
Enquire

In the 1970s the country 
was different. Thames was 

different and policing was dif-
ferent. 

One couldn’t walk down Pol-
len St in those days without 
meeting locals and having to 
stop and chat about the state 
of things and catching up with 
the activities of each one.

The police were different; 
being told on graduation from 
the New Zealand Police Train-
ing School at Trentham that 
they were paid to be on duty 
as required, and their warrant 
was valid 24 hours each day at 
work or at rest, and to respond 
to crime at any time in their 
life.

Thames and other towns 
were served extremely well by 
their police, who responded 
to incidents 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week with only 

five staff and one receptionist 
having to take and respond to 
calls overnight, every night, as 
the station phone was diverted 
to the home number; and still 
having to be back at work at 
8am the following morning!

The old brick station at 730 
Queen st (now a private home) 
was open to all; and although 
our Scottish receptionist, Betty 
Rosoman, occupied the first 
office on the left, many who 

knew the policemen could walk 
past her and straight into an-
other office, looking for Ron or 
Dave White, Gary Kitson, Sel 
Hunter or myself. These were 
some of the finest and most 
dedicated policemen I have 
ever met. Many came back in 
on their days off to finish a 
case they felt strongly about.

The station was a lovely old 
two-storey building with a 
large fireplace in each room, 

but very cold in winter. There 
were old stables out the back, 
from when constables rode 
horses to get about up the 
coast or south past Kōpū.

The constables lived in 
rooms upstairs, until walls 
were removed and it became a 
social area with a bar and pool 
table, and was enjoyed by not 
only the police, but many lo-
cals also on social nights. 

The sergeant lived in the 

Community policing as it used to be

By RON AGNEW

house behind, and the old 
Thames courthouse was right 
next door, where the Support-
ed Life Style Hauraki Trust 
is now. There was only one 
police car, an old police grey 
Holden Belmont, a manual car 
with a small red flashing light 
on the roof. 

The government, years 
earlier, had taken the use of 
sirens from the police, I had 
heard for improper use in the 
old days. But we had a loud 
speaker behind the grill of the 
car and found that holding the 
portable microphone out the 
car window created a similar 
siren effect.

Many locals came out pa-
trolling with us, because we 
worked alone mostly. They 
were classed as Civil Defence 
Police and were very moti-
vated and great value. When 
we took a driver back to the 
station to interview or arrest, 
they would often search the 
car and find all sorts - bags of 
drugs, knives, bayonets, base-
ball bats, stolen items etc. 

Each constable also had to 
take on a responsibility for a 
local response in Land Search 
and Rescue, Marine Search 
and Rescue, and later Neigh-
bourhood Watch and Victim 
Support. Things have certainly 
changed a lot in life from those 
free and easy days.

- Ron Agnew is a former 
Thames Police officer

OPINION

Former Thames Police officer Ron Agnew says policing has changed a lot since the 1970s.   Photos: SUPPLIED
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Ngatea / Paeroa Thames

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz
For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

31 Mahana Road, Ngatea $749,000

NEW

LISTING

• Renovated home/3 dble bdrms/modern kitchen
• Heatpmp/insulated top & bottm/Covered decking
• Sngle grge/840m2 (m or l)/Amazing location

RN1446 1113

6 Rakino Drive, Kerepehi $439,000

PRICE

REDUCED

• 3 bedrooms/Open plan kitchen & dining
• Family bathroom, separate toilet & laundry
• 809m2(m or l) section, carport, storage shed

RN1441 113

402 Albert Street, Thames By Negotiation

NEW

LISTING

One house to many and sadly vendor needs it sold! Such a cute 1900's cottage that boasts 3 bedrooms of
which 2 are double and 1 single. Wet floor shower plus bath and a separate laundry and toilet. Kitchen has been
updated with modern cabinetry and dish drawer.

RT5741 - EVELYN LOWRY 021 828 384 113

38 Towers Street, Paeroa $649,000

PRICE

REDUCED

• 3 bdrm, sep lounge, woodburner + 2 heatpumps
• Internal access gge, hobby room with toilet
• 950m2 (more or less) established section

RG1969 1113

1 Morgan Road, Paeroa $850,000

• Immaculate Modern 3 Brm Home
• 2 Double garages
• 2,930 m2 fully fenced Lifestyle section

RRP227 1213

203 Banks Street, Thames By Negotiation

NEW

LISTING

This 1950's elegant Art Deco home has been tastefully refurnished from top to bottom. Open plan
kitchen/dining area and a large separate lounge with lovely timber floors and feature architraves where you
can entertain in style. Flat easy-care section with private fenced patio area.

RT5740 - DAVID TREBILCOCK 027 641 8556 1113

PAEROA      
07 862 7888       
54 Belmont Road 
paeroa@richardsons.co.nz 

NGATEA      
07 867 7800       
33 Orchard Road 
ngatea@richardsons.co.nz 

THAMES  
07 868 6978       
556 Pollen Street 
thames@richardsons.co.nz 

Three Waihī songwriters will 
take to the Waihi Drama 

Society stage on October 29 to 
perform songs they have writ-
ten during Covid-19 pandemic 
lockdowns. 

Singer Sarah Spicer has been 
collaborating with producer 
Liam Ryan on new songs in 
his Waihī studio, including a 
series of musical positive “Af-
firmations”. 

Waikino’s Amir Yussof has 
produced a new single Hey 
God with Liam Ryan, which 
was released in July. The 
concert will feature their new 
songs along with some of their 
top hits like Sarah’s Mr John-
son and Liam’s Narcs Heart 
and Soul. 

The trio will be accompanied 

by Leith Milson on double 
bass.

“We are fortunate to have 
created our musical whanau 
here in Waihi, Ryan said.

“We have all worked inter-
nationally as musicians but to 
have found each other in this 
small town has been a bless-
ing. We can’t wait to play our 
new music to a local audience 
and in our own local theatre”.

Sarah Spicer will be on gui-
tar and vocals, Liam Ryan 
keyboards and vocals, and 
Amir Yussof vocals, guitar and 
percussion, with Leith Milson, 
bass. 
TICKETS: $25 available from 
www.waihidramasociety.co.nz. 
Boyd Road Theatre, Waihī, Octo-
ber at 8pm. (Bar open from 7pm). 

Songwriters to perform
ENTERTAINMENT

A drop in Hauraki house pric-
es compared to the same 

time last year doesn’t mean the 
market is in for any significant 
change, a local realtor has said.

Instead, September data re-
leased from the Real Estate 
Institute of New Zealand (RE-
INZ), showing the Hauraki dis-
trict having the biggest year-
on-year fall in price within the 
Waikato - from $630,000 to 
$555,000 - highlights the dif-
ferent properties being sold.

“The properties that have 
sold, especially between last 
September to this Septem-
ber, have been different types 
of properties,” Richardsons 
Real Estate Paeroa and Ngatea 
branch manager Rhys Carmi-
chael said.

“Back then, there were a few 
higher-end properties selling 
which lifted the medians, how-
ever in the last few months, the 
majority of properties selling 
have been properties in the 
middle of the market,” he said.

“That naturally has changed 
the [median] price.

“Now, if I was looking at the 
market as a whole, we haven’t 
really seen the property prices 
shift much. It’s more about the 
time to sell a property that is 
taking longer.”

According to the REINZ Sep-
tember data, it takes on aver-
age 54 days to sell a property, 
four days longer than August 
findings, and longer than the 
10-year September average of 
39 days.

“Six months ago, buyers were 
trying to get their hands on 
anything,” Rhys said. “Whereas 
now, with more listings avail-
able, buyers have more choice 
and the time to compare prop-
erties, as there isn’t the same 
sense of urgency that we saw in 
the peak of the market.”

Overall, it was crucial for 
sellers to understand the local 
market and be realistic when 
listing a property, Rhys said.

“There are some listings that 
have been given overinflated 
price expectations which has 
resulted in these properties 
sitting on the market, so more 
than ever it is important to en-
sure your property is priced 
competitively in comparison to 
other properties for sale. 

“It is equally important to 
have a local agent, who lives in 
and understands our local mar-
ket,” he said.

The REINZ data also showed 
that year-on-year double-digit 
sales drops were recorded in 
Hauraki, with a decrease of 19 
per cent. The Thames-Coro-
mandel district however, was 
bucking the trend, with double-
digit sales increasing by 42.5 
per cent.

REINZ regional director Nev-
ille Falconer said in Thames, 
vendors’ price expectations 
were still above market value, 
but some were starting to get 
more realistic as their property 
sat on the market for longer.

Hauraki house prices, sales fall
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

According to the latest REINZ data, it now takes on average 54 days 
to sell a property in the Waikato.              Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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Thames, 306 Sandes Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/306-sandes-street-thames

Open Home Sun 1pm - 1.30pm

3 1 1 2

Asking Price $749,000

Thames, 104 Centennial Avenue
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/104-centennial-avenue-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 1 1 1

Asking Price $789,000

Thames, 132 Edward Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/132-edward-street-thames

Open Home Sun 2pm - 2.30pm 

3 1 1 1

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 102 Karaka Road
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/102-karaka-road-thames

Open Home Sun 1pm - 1.30pm

3 2 2 2

Price By Negotiation

Thames, 513 Grey Street 
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/513-grey-street-thames

Open Home Sun 2pm - 2.30pm 

2 1 1 1

Asking Price $679,000

LICENSED REAA (2008)

Maree Simpson
M: 027 206 7616
E: maree.simpson@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Andrea Grant
M: 021 043 6437
E: andrea.grant@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Amy Bustard
M: 027 262 6177
E: amy.bustard@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Adrienne Crawford
M: 027 298 4114
E: adrienne.crawford@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Kerry Trainor
M: 021 236 5978
E: kerry.trainor@trinitynetwork.co.nz

Thames, 201A Mill Street
www.trinitynetwork.co.nz/201a-mill-street-thames

Phone for a Private Viewing

3 2 1 1

Asking Price $845,000

New 

Listin
g

(07) 868 9773
701A Pollen Street

The Full Real Estate Service
trinitynetwork.co.nz

Tennis club plans to bounce back
The Paeroa Tennis and 

Squash Club is encouraging 
more community involvement 
in the sports after two years of 
Covid-19 faults.

Committee member Shane 
Mitchell told The Profi le mem-
bership and tennis activity at 
the club had “taken a hammer-
ing” due to Covid-19 and he en-
couraged the public to become 
involved to keep active and po-
tentially boost membership.

“The fi rst step is we could 
look at membership, commu-
nity involvement and getting 
people connected, and the eas-
iest way to do that was create 
an open day,” he said.

The club held an open day on 
October 9, which was attended 
by around 15 children and 10 
adults, who were able to see 
what the club looked like and 
what it could off er, he said.

“They absolutely loved it. It 
wasn’t just about hitting the 
ball, it was reaction skills and 
all those things and there were 
also fun team-building games.”

Shane encouraged more peo-
ple to attend open days the 
club planned to hold and par-
ticipate in a team tennis social 
event held on Monday nights.

“It’s really taken off … this 
year we are fully stacked with 
24 teams in all divisions with 
four people running every 
Monday night, which is just 
brilliant,” he said.

Shane said the club had also 

Around 25 people a� ended the Paeroa Tennis and Squash Club open day on October 9.         Photo: SUPPLIED

partnered with tennis coach 
Sven van Touw, who directed 
a regional initiative called Core 
Tennis to re-energise tennis 
clubs in Paeroa, Waihī, Waihī 
Beach and Katikati. 

Sven said he established Core 
Tennis after he noticed tennis 
in the area was organised dif-
ferently compared to his home-
land in The Netherlands.

“We need to make the tennis 
courts more attractive to our 
communities again, and one of 
the core issues we have at the 
moment in small towns is we 

don’t have a whole lot of peo-
ple,” he said.

“It wasn’t worth it for clubs 
to organise a lot because there 
weren’t a lot of people attend-
ing so it sort of headed into a 
downward spiral, organising 
less and less engagement.

“What I’m trying to build up 
here with those four clubs is a 
stronger base where people can 
have a much wider community 
of tennis players to play with 
and then we could get more 
engagement, activity, and draw 
more people in as well.”

Sven said he also off ered 
coaching at the four clubs to 
promote “stronger interaction” 
between coaching and competi-
tion. 

“Anyone who participates 
in coaching, I will try and of-
fer them opportunities to have 
competitive play at their club or 
other clubs,” he said.

“Tennis is one of those sports 
for life, it’s a very balanced op-
portunity, it’s very healthy for 
you, it’s quite complex to learn, 
but it’s also known to be an ex-
tremely rewarding sport.”

Monologues 
to be heard

Mark Wright is reigniting his 
one-man play, The Gal-

lipoli Monologues, to coincide 
with Armistice Day and Steam-
punk The Thames’ CircusPunk 
celebrations. 

Hosted by Thames Music and 
Drama, the show will be per-
formed at the Tararu Cultural 
Centre on Friday, November 
11 at 7.30pm, and Saturday, 
November 12 at 3.30pm and 
7.30pm.

Mark earlier told The Profi le 
that he wanted the piece to be 
“engaging and entertaining, but 
also historical”.

“It’s putting humanity back 
into the facts and the fi gures. 
When you’ve got someone on-
stage, live, speaking as a charac-
ter as if they’re there, I think it 
brings it home because people 
can relate.” 

Mark is an accomplished im-
proviser and said the one-man 
play contained nine monologues 
based on diff erent characters, 
symbolised by him changing 
hats throughout the production.

“[The play] is a bit of a roller 
coaster of emotions. Obviously, 
we’re dealing with a massive 
tragedy that has a massive im-
pact on New Zealand to this 
day,” he said.  “The people are 
gone but the families live on, 
and it’s important to keep the 
memories alive.”
TICKETS: www.thamesmad.co

By GORDON PREECE

SPORTS

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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HEALTH & WELLBEING 
LEVEL 3

www.valleyeduca� on.co.nz

Valley Educa� on

07 868 7892 
027 314 1577

Call or 
text us

free courses • free transport

Become a health care support worker.
Get qualifi ed on our Health & 
Wellbeing level 3 programme.

It’s studylink approved so it’s FREE!
Come along to our open days

October 20th
October 27th 
at 10.30am

CARSON’S CONNECT 
is our new membership club offering our customers a range 

of  “member only” benefi ts including:
 
• Special deals on staff  selected recommended books
• Monthly draws to win our Book of  the Month
• Monthly newsletters to keep you up to date on the 
  best of  what’s happening in the world of  books
• Event invitations               

Join up in-store OR by contacting us at 
info@carsonsbookshop.co.nz / Phone: 078686301

Introductory Deal to join 

Carson’s Connect!

20% off  pre-orders of  the 

upcoming Jack Reacher

Release Date October 25th

Waihī ‘pala� al edifi ce’ planned

As part of a Valley Profi le series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.
1881

At the newly surveyed town-
ship of Waihī nearly all the sites 

had been leased and liquor licenses 
granted to enterprising capitalists 
who were building hotels for the ac-
commoda� on of visitors. 

Plans and specifi ca� ons were pre-
pared for an imposing structure to be 
called the Waihī Hotel, and it was ru-
moured that Mr C Cur� s, of Thames 
celebrity, contemplated erec� ng a 
pala� al edifi ce, which, for size and 
comfort, would eclipse anything of 
the kind built in the North Island. At 
present there was no ge�  ng a meal, 
let alone a bed, nearer than Owharoa 
which was six miles distant from the 
mines.

The fi rst omnibus from Paeroa 
to Shortland was driven by George 
Parker. He le�  at 6am with four pas-
sengers and reached Hikutaia in fi � y 
minutes despite the road running 
through rough swamp in places. The 
bus drew up in front of the Short-
land Hotel shortly a� er 9am, the 
journey being accomplished in a lit-
tle over three hours, including some 
stoppages. Mr Parker believed his 
return to Paeroa would take about 
2.5 hours but he didn’t a� empt it for 

Owharoa Falls in the Karangahake Gorge.                                 Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

a few days. The state of local roads 
incensed Mr Alley of Hikutaia who 
described them as badly constructed 
patchwork. There were poorly-built 
culverts through the Karangahake 
Gorge and across the Waihī Plains. 
The road to the Hikutaia Bridge was 
mostly swamp crossings fi lled in with 
a li� le earth, forming a narrow pas-
sage for man and horse to cross in 
single fi le and in winter those cross-
ings became nearly impassable. 

The County Chairman was a ‘ge-
nius’ who got his workmen to fi ll up 
the so�  spongy por� ons with pulpy 
cabbage tree, fern or manuka scrub 
instead of stone. As well as fi lling up 
bogs annually with vegetable mat-
ter, the Chairman was organising 
very bold schemes declared Mr Alley. 
He wanted to form a railway to the 
moon, construct a bridge across the 
Waihou River, and run a railway up to 
Mr Bagnall’s Turua sawmills.

Mrs Hampson, evangelist, held an 
open air mee� ng in a paddock adjoin-
ing Thames’ Wesleyan Church which 
was a� ended by between two and 
three thousand people. 

Long before the start of the ser-
vice people were seen wending their 
way to the mee� ng and by the � me 
Mrs Hampson arrived almost every 
available spot of si�  ng and standing 
room was taken up. Many climbed 
on to the roof of a house, and others 
perched in trees. 

A� er the service Mrs Hampson 
requested all those who had benefi t-
ted by her ministra� ons to step into 
the church and the building was im-
mediately fi lled. During her mission 
at Thames, Mrs Hampson had a most 
extraordinary eff ect on the minds of 
the people. She later announced she 
was to take a short season of rest, as 
the services at Thames had been a se-
vere strain on her.

BOOK REVIEWS
The Bullet that Missed, by Richard Osman
If you haven’t met the Thursday Murder Club yet it’s worth 
while doing so. If you have, you’ll be eager for the third in-
stalment and it doesn’t disappoint. The Thursday Murder Club 
members all live at a re� rement village and meet each week 
before the French class. Innocent re� rees or sleuths to be 
reckoned with? An unlikely mix of characters with Elizabeth 
being a former MI6 opera� ve who s� ll has connec� ons, Joyce  
who likes to bake and dabble in cryptocurrencies, Ron is an 
ex union boss and then there is Ibrahim a psychiatrist, and 

Bogdan who is a bit mysterious. Be prepared for a hilarious ride as these crime 
solvers put their lives on the line to solve cold case murders involving the KGB 
and other dodgy characters.

Exiles (#3 Aaron Falk), by Jane Harper
My favourite Aussie mystery writer returns with another 
“who done it” page turner. At a busy fes� val site on a warm 
spring night, a baby lies alone in her pram, her mother vanish-
ing into the crowds. A year on, Kim Gillespie’s absence casts a 
long shadow as her friends and loved ones gather deep in the 
heart of South Australian wine country to welcome a new ad-
di� on to the family. Joining the celebra� ons is federal inves� -
gator Aaron Falk. But as he soaks up life in the lush valley, he 
begins to suspect this � ght-knit group may be more fractured 
than it seems. Between Falk’s closest friend, a missing mother, and a woman 
he’s drawn to, dark ques� ons linger as long-ago truths begin to emerge. The 
best of Aussie outback crime.

The Breach: The Untold Story of the Investi gati on into Janu-
ary 6th, by Denver Riggleman 
Make no mistake: modern informa� on warfare is here and 
January 6 was just the fi rst ba� le. That day, an unhinged mind-
set led to an a� ack on the Capitol, the most serious assault on 
American democracy since the end of the Civil War. And that 
thinking portends even darker days ahead. In The Breach, a 
former House Republican and the fi rst member of Congress to 
sound the alarm about QAnon, Denver Riggleman, provides 
readers with an unprecedented behind-the-scenes look at the 
January 6 select commi� ee’s inves� ga� on. Riggleman, who 

joined the commi� ee as senior technical advisor, lays out the full intent and 
scope of the plot to overturn the elec� on. The book includes previously unpub-
lished texts from key poli� cal leaders. 

Wawata - Moon Dreaming, by Hinemoa Elder
Wawata is the follow-up to Hinemoa Elder’s best seller Aro-
ha. The Māori moon goddess Hina has 30 diff erent faces to 
help illuminate life’s lessons - a diff erent face and a diff erent 
energy for each day of the month and with her changing light, 
new insights are revealed. This book leads the reader through 
a full cycle of the moon, to consider 30 aspects of life. This 
book connects to the ancient wisdom of the old people and 
their reminders are a source of strength in our modern world.

- Book reviews by Carson’s Bookshop

The Bullet that Missed,
If you haven’t met the Thursday Murder Club yet it’s worth 
The Bullet that Missed,
If you haven’t met the Thursday Murder Club yet it’s worth 
The Bullet that Missed,

while doing so. If you have, you’ll be eager for the third in-
stalment and it doesn’t disappoint. The Thursday Murder Club 
members all live at a re� rement village and meet each week 
before the French class. Innocent re� rees or sleuths to be 
reckoned with? An unlikely mix of characters with Elizabeth 
being a former MI6 opera� ve who s� ll has connec� ons, Joyce  
who likes to bake and dabble in cryptocurrencies, Ron is an 
ex union boss and then there is Ibrahim a psychiatrist, and 

Bogdan who is a bit mysterious. Be prepared for a hilarious ride as these crime 

than it seems. Between Falk’s closest friend, a missing mother, and a woman 

The Breach: The Untold Story of the Investi gati on into Janu-
ary 6th, 
Make no mistake: modern informa� on warfare is here and 
January 6 was just the fi rst ba� le. That day, an unhinged mind-
set led to an a� ack on the Capitol, the most serious assault on 
American democracy since the end of the Civil War. And that 
thinking portends even darker days ahead. In The Breach, a 
former House Republican and the fi rst member of Congress to 
sound the alarm about QAnon, Denver Riggleman, provides 
readers with an unprecedented behind-the-scenes look at the 
January 6 select commi� ee’s inves� ga� on. Riggleman, who 

- Book reviews by Carson’s Bookshop
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HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history

offering thirst quenching beverages 
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin”
Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 • E: info@waikinohotel.nz

Gorgeous 
gi� s in store 

– while 
stocks last!

www.savourandspice.com
The Depot, Pollen St 

Thames 

Café & Shop OPEN 7 Days
BioGro Organic Cheese &  

Yoghurt. Gelato & Sorbet made 
on site. Deli lines & Giftware.  

Animal Farm and outdoor area.
4 Wainui Road, Matatoki, RD1 

Thames Ph 07 868 1284 
www.thecheesebarn.co.nz
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Shortland Wharf, � ames
Ph: 868 6528     Cafe Ph: 868 6828   

E:thames� sh@xtra.co.nz
www.thames� sheries.co.nz

Fresh Seafood
Fish & Chips

            Bait

Licenced Cafe 
Real Fruit Ice Cream

Great Co� ee

and even

We cater from small 
private gatherings to 
large scale events.

• Weddings & 
Funerals 

• Corporate Events 
•Team Building 

Events

And we can cater 
to your needs...

• Buffet
• A La Carte

• Morning & Afternoon 
Teas

• High Teas 
and more

How can we help you?
What do we cater?....Everything!

Contact us to plan the catering for your next event.
Kris Burton 022 380 9735

email burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
facebook @burtonscatering • website  burtoncatering.co.nz

FoodiesFoodies

This is a decadent and delicious dish - 
forget your hips for this one!

- Supplied by Providence Pantry 

INGREDIENTS
1 onion, finely diced
4-5 cloves of garlic, finely diced
2 cups sliced mushrooms
½ cup Verjuice, The Vine Co. Riesling
2 cups Ferron Carnaroli arborio rice
3 teaspoons Sabato Porcini stock pow-
der
½ cup grated Parmigiano Reggiano
Butter
½ chopped parsley
½ cup shaved Parmigiano Reggiano to 
garnish
Olive oil

Seasoning - salt and pepper
Truffle oil

METHOD
In a pan heat two tablespoons of olive 
oil then add one teaspoon of butter,  
the mushrooms and half the garlic un-
til soft. Season to taste, then set aside.

Add three teaspoons of Sabato Por-
cini stock powder to 1 litre boiling 
water. In a saucepan heat three table-
spoons of olive oil and one teaspoon 
of butter, add the diced onion, remain-
ing garlic and half a teaspoon of salt, 
cook until translucent, no colour. 

Then add the rice, constantly stir-
ring to coat all the grains - this process 
is called ‘tostura’ and will take about 
four or five minutes.

Deglaze with the Verjuice. Cook out 

until the liquid has been absorbed.
Add two ladles of stock and stir con-

tinually and gently, this will start to 
build the creamy texture as the rice 
swells. 

As the liquid is adsorbed, add anoth-
er two ladles of stock. Continue this 
process until your risotto is cooked. 

Add your mushrooms you prepared 
earlier. 

The ideal risotto rice texture is “el 
dente” - a slight bite but totally creamy.

For the magical finale, stir in the 
grated parmigiano Reggiano, two 
teaspoons of butter and half a cup of 
chopped parsley. To finish drizzle with 
Truffle Oil. Check seasoning, serve with 
shaved parmesan and flat leaf parsley.

PS: a soft poached egg on top is gor-
geous!

Truffled mushroom risotto
RECIPE

A decadent truffled mushroom risotto topped with a soft-poached egg, left, with ingredients, right.       Photos: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
We have over 30 years of butchery exper� se.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facili� es.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

HOMEKILL

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

MOBILE MECHANIC

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

PAINTER

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

BUILDER / CARPENTER

Don’t 
nibble on kibble 
- gnaw on raw

Don’t 
nibble on kibble 
- gnaw on raw

K9 CUISINE

• Beef • Chicken • Goat • Horse 
• Lamb & Tripe • Meat Mixes 

• Specialty Mixes • Bones • Veal
E: mary@k9cuisine.co.nz

P: 027 221 2282
W: K9cuisine.co.nz • FREE Delivery •

PET FOOD

100% 
PURE NZ 
RAW PET 

FOOD
SH26 Matatoki
tamewolf.co.nz

PET FOOD

WVI
Ph: 07 242 4455 (Tues & Wed) or

Email: offi ce@wvi.nz (anytime)
... just leave your contact details 

& we will reply ...
BAY 8, 53 CONSOLS ST, WAIHI

WAIHI VEHICLE INSPECTION
COFs for Heavy Vehicles

By Appointment Tues & Wed

HEAVY VEHICLE COF

027 539 5572
theinnis@xtra.co.nz

Registered
Electrician &

Electrical Inspector

Domes� c
Industrial
Commercial
New Installa� ons
Re-Inspec� ons
Electrical WOF’s
Covering Paeroa and surrounding area

ELECTRICIAN

Old Man Pine • Gum • Mac • Pine
Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
       splintasfi rewood

Email: splintasfi rewood@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

DRIVING COURSES
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses*
Defensive Driving courses*

Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest

*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

DRIVING ACADEMY

GARDEN CARE SERVICES

• Quality • Paint • Colour • Advice
• Wallpaper • Accessories

Come in and see our friendly team at
Thames Resene Colorshop
Locally owned & operated

Cnr Queen & Pahau Sts
Ph 868 6644

PAINT

QQuuaannttiittyy SSuurrvveeyyiinngg 
Residential & Commercial Construction

Pre-Construction Services
Estimates • Tenders • Trade Measures

Administration
CCA Progress Claims • Variations • Final Account

imeasure limited
Professional Building Services

Contact James - Ph 027 515 4004
email : imeasure@outlook.com

BUILDING SERVICES

For all your 
building supplies
Trade welcome
79 Kopu Rd, Thames

Phone 868 0130

BUILDING SUPPLIES

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

ARBORIST

‘Open All Hours’ Free Quotes

PAEROA - ANTIQUE TOWN OF NEW ZEALAND

ARKWRIGHTS ANTIQUES

29 years in unique home design 
with something for everyone

Open 7 days - 9am to 5pm

Ph: 862 6898  Ah: 0275 334 328

Email: vivien.leonard@xtra.co.nz

32 Belmont Road

ANTIQUES

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 CLEANING

Heat Pump Cleaning  
Maintenance Check 
Book now for winter 

Contact Mark 
027 839 9941 

absheatpumpcleaning@xtra.co.nz 

HEAT PUMPS

Free Support
& Advocacy 

Stuck in the 
cost of living crisis?

Call us now for an appointment
07 868 5964 • 027 870 7076 

BUDGETING

FUNERALS

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Funeral Directors

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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Noticing the benefi ts of raw pet food for 
her own pets led Mary Pearce to estab-

lish K9 Cuisine Ltd in Auckland in 2014.
The business, which she now operates 

from her home in Waikino, offers a variety of 
frozen raw food items for dogs and cats de-
livered free from Thames Valley to Te Puke 
and surrounding areas. 

“I was having dietary and health issues 
with my own dogs so I started looking into 
raw pet food and decided I would give it a 
go.

“I’m happy to say eight years later my 
dogs have never been healthier - I saw the 
real benefi ts of them eating raw food as na-

ture intended,” she said.
“We’re really trying to push the real ben-

efi ts of dogs eating raw diets and it’s suited 
for cats as well.”

K9 Cuisine offers a broad range of raw 
pet food, including chicken, beef, lamb and 
a meat mix containing everything the body 
needs for a complete diet. 

They also offer rabbit, possum, salmon, 
venison and turkey, plus a variety of bones.  

“Our food is also suited to cats, including a 
fussy mix as cats can be so fussy,” she said.
Contact K9 Cuisine, Ph 027 221 2282 or 
email: mary@k9cuisine.co.nz, or go to www.
k9cuisine.co.nz for more information.

Paws-itively promoting raw pet food
Mary Pearce’s dogs have never been healthier since feeding them her K9 Cuisine.             Photos: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS

Situations Vacant

Death Notice Gardening

Handyman

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Wanted to Buy

Public Notice

Public Notice

Garage Sale
Stump Grinding. All 

sizes, all areas. Free 

quote. Ph 021 060 7659

Mowing, hedges, 

fencing, gardening, 

carpentry, painting, 

retaining walls, welding, 

waterblasting. Work is 

good quality and I will 

not attempt to work 

outside of my skills. 

Insured. Dennis Schuler 

022 129 0169

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $35 + GST per week* 

and one of our professional 
reporters will write a story about 
your business at no extra cost.

“I’ve been blown away by the 
response from my Experts 
ad… I get three to four 
enquiries a week, which 
is a lot because they 
are big jobs. When 
the advertorial went 
ahead, that just 
turned the heat up 
on it so the amount of 
phone calls increased.”
           - Stan, That Painter          

“I’ve been blown away by the 
response from my Experts 
ad… I get three to four 
enquiries a week, which 

phone calls increased.”
           - Stan, That Painter          

*Terms and condi� ons apply

DEADLINE
Change

Due to Labour Day holiday 
next monday, please note 
classifi ed deadline for the 

next paper is 
1pm Friday October 21st

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Clapp
Nicole

M 0276 409 005
P 07 868 9820
nicole.clapp@harcourts.co.nz
harcourts.co.nz

Gold Star Real Estate Ltd
Licenced Agent REAA 2008
519 Pollen St, Thames

REAL ESTATE AGENT

PLUMBING • DRAINAGE • GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021

Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621

 PLUMBER

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

RUBBISH REMOVAL

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

PORTALOO HIRE

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

TYRES & BATTERIES
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Garage Sale
CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 1pm Friday

Caravans, horse 
fl oats, boats, trailers, 
motorbikes, outboards, 
quads. Any condition, 
anywhere. Ph Steve 
027 622 0011

MECHANIC
We require a qualifi ed mechanic to join our friendly, 

fun loving team in Ngatea.
With lots of variety you will be working on a wide 

range of agri machinery, tractors, cars, 
motorbikes & small engines.

Send your CV to admin@hpmotors.co.nz
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WASTE REMOVAL

Pete 
Grinder                     

027 535 0580

Pete the Paperhanger
www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

WALLPAPERER
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

PHYSIOTHERAPY

Saturday 22 October 
9am. 12 Miller Ave 
Paeroa.

MCCOLLUM, Maureen 
Raye, (nee Marshall):
on Sunday, 16th October 
2022 in her 84th Year, 
Peacefully surrounded 
by her family.
Loved Mother of 
Deneene, Jackie and 
Andrew.  Adored Nanna 
to Daniel, Alain, Claire, 
Holly and Wyatt; Nanna 
Pike to Logan and 
Lucas.
A private cremation has 
been held.
A special thanks to all 
the staff  of Ohinemuri 
Resthome for their care 
of Maureen over the 
past 10 years.

Dog walker/sitter 
required in Thames 
2 days per week (8 
hours in total). Previous 
applicants please 
reapply. Ph 027 237 
4413.

Valley Pro�le
6.50

Want to work for a flexible, service focused 
organisation where your efforts benefit the

whole community and where respect, 
commitment, communication and positive 

attitude are fundamental values?

We can offer you a workplace where:
• Work-life balance and flexibility are part of

the culture
• Ongoing learning and development 

opportunities are encouraged
• Your efforts benefit the whole community

We have the following opportunities to join our team:

Operations Engineer Team Leader

As Operations Engineer Team Leader your main 
purpose will be to lead and manage a small team in 
providing operations, renewals and maintenance of 
Council's 3 waters, land drainage and flood 
protection schemes.

A relevant Engineering degree or diploma is a 
requirement. Demonstrated knowledge in the 
management of civil engineering projects and 
practical experience in the fields of land drainage 
and flood protection management are also 
essential.

Administration Officer - Regulatory

As the Administrator Officer, you will have 
responsibility for preparing Land Information 
Memoranda (LIMs), Project Information 
Memoranda (PIMs), and Territorial Authority 
Information (TAIs) as well as processing liquor 
licence applications within required timeframes.

The ideal candidate will be motivated, organised, 
and comfortable responding to enquiries and 
assisting customers. Computer literacy is essential 
and experience in a similar role is preferred.

Lifeguard

An extra lifeguard is now required, if you want to join 
our awesome team apply now through the website.

To apply for these roles, please go to 
haurakidc.recruitmenthub.co.nz

Career Opportunities with 
Hauraki District Council 

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

Valley Pro�le
6.50

If flexibility, lifestyle and career growth are 
important to you, we have two excellent 
opportunities to combine a challenging career 
in local government with a great location in a 
rural setting but with easy access to several 
major cities and beautiful beaches.

We currently have the following roles available:
• Digitisation Project Officer - Fixed Term
• Strategic Planning Administrator   

- 28 hours per week

Hauraki District Council provides a supportive 
and encouraging work environment that 
combines a wide spectrum of professions and 
personalities. This is your opportunity to take 
up an interesting and satisfying career move 
where you can contribute directly to the future 
of the community.

To apply go to: 
hauraki-dc.govt.nz/our-council/jobs/

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

Hauraki District Council 
Meetings - October 2022

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meeting will be held 
during the month of October 2022 in the 
Council Chamber, Hauraki House, 1 William 
Street, Paeroa unless otherwise stated.
Inaugural meeting of the twelfth  
Hauraki District Council
Wednesday, 26 October 2022, 9.00am
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

PENINSULA MEMORIALS
are looking for a person to

help assist in the Manufacture,
restora� on and installa� on of Memorials.

Travel and li� ing involved.
This is a casual/part � me posi� on based in 
Thames and some knowledge of Concrete 
or solid plastering would be an advantage.

Please email cf@pmthames.co.nz

KITCHEN HAND
wanted for sushi 

shop in Waihi Beach
Full time 

and/or part time 
Experience preferred 

Contact Sue
027 226 9023

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki 
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESValleyValley

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Positive 
Paeroa
AGM

26th October 6pm

Conference 

Room

Peddlers Motel
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CHANGE TO KERBSIDE RUBBISH AND 
RECYCLING COLLECTION DATES
Due to Monday 24 October 2022 being a holiday, collections will be carried out one day later 
than normal for the week of 24 to 28 October 2022 as shown in the schedule below. 
Please have your items on the kerbside by 7.30am.

Location Collection day Items for collection

Whiritoa Tuesday 25 October Rubbish bags only
Ngatea, Kaiaua, Waitakaruru Thursday 27 October Rubbish bags and all recycling
Kerepehi, Turua Thursday 27 October Rubbish bags only
Waihi, Waikino Friday 28 October Rubbish bags only
Paeroa, Karangahake, Mackaytown Friday 28 October Rubbish bags and all recycling

Collection days will be back to normal from 31 October 2022.

Find out more about refuse and recycling and view 
the kerbside collection calender on our website
www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/refuse/kerbside

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofi le.co.nz

Help us continue our 
100% local news coverage 
We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classi�ied, 

display ad or advertorial with the Valley Pro�ile and get results

“We love working with the team at 
The Valley Profi le.  They off er great 

quality print adverti sing that we 
know is eff ecti ve and 

reaches our local community.
We’ve enjoyed watching our 

business and The Valley Profi le grow 
together over the last two years.

 - John & Nicola Read

ENTERTAINMENT
Final free concert
Thames Citizens’ Band will 
perform Thames Music 
Group’s final show on October 
28. 

The band, which is now 153 
years old, will be conducted 
by Linden Moyle and includes 
talented local musicians. It 
emerges from the constraints 
of Covid 19 to present a pro-
gramme of band music for the 
thrill and enjoyment of our lo-
cal audiences. “Playing blown 
instruments with a mask on is 
impossible,” Mr Moyle said. 
“However, as always, Thames 
Citizens’ Band does what it can 

with what it has – tolerant and 
supportive people”.

This year the theme of the 
band’s concert is “inclusive-
ness”. Every piece is of a dif-
ferent genre, time, style and 
instrumentation and includes, 
amongst other items, a fly, a 
wordless song, some improvis-
ing and a few pleasant surpris-
es: something for everyone and 
every one worth hearing.
DETAILS: Free Lunchtime concert 
Friday 28th October at 12.15pm,  
St Georges Church Thames. Enjoy 
Soup and a bun after the concert 
for $5

The Thames Citizens’ Band.        Photo: SUPPLIED

After a good turnout for their 
Have a Go Day on September 
17, it was pleasing to have 12 
teams registered for the inaugural 
Paeroa Bowling Clubs Twilight 
Tournament for non-bowlers, 
which started October 7 and runs 
for 6 weeks. 

Twelve teams were entered 
including Karangahake School, 
Paeroa Upholstery, Golf Club, 
Longridge retirement Village, 
Police, Richardson’s Real Estate, 
Franklin Vets, and four teams 
made up from individuals.

Easy Money and Shafa come 
to mind as individual teams 

turning in good results as well 
as Karangahake School and 
Richardsons. 

Teams played two matches of 
six ends and with all players being 
classed as non-bowlers, huge 
improvements were made over 
the evening with games getting 
extremely competitive but also 
played in a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere.

Round two of the competition 
was continued on Friday starting 
at 5.30pm with points for 
matches played accumulating 
until the final night on November 
11.

Meat packs, supplied by 
Burton’s Butchery, get drawn 

each Friday as a random draw 
adding to the festive atmosphere 
of the evening. 

September 30 saw the first 
Open Triples Tournament of the 
year sponsored by Build Link and 
David Buchanan was contested 
with 16 teams from around the 
area competing.

Unfortunately, rain washed the 
afternoon session out so only two 
matches were played, winners 
being a composite team skipped 
by Peter Glass from the Kerepehi 
Club.

Paeroa Bowling Club’s next 
Open Tournament will be held 
on October 26 sponsored by 
Richardson’s Real Estate.

SPORTS RESULTS
BOWLS

Send your sports results and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz. 

Fines for damaging stream
A farming company and an 

earthworks contractor have 
been convicted and fined a 
total of $76,500 for unlawfully 
excavating a north Waikato 
stream. 

Gregan Farms Ltd and 
Steve Barker Limited were 
fined $31,500 and $45,000 
respectively by District Court 
Judge Melinda Dickey in 
Hamilton recently.

They were each convicted 
on a single charge in respect 
of damaging nearly 1400 
metres of a tributary of the 

Waitakaruru River in February 
2021. The case was taken 
by environmental regulator, 
Waikato Regional Council, 
following a complaint by a 
member of the public. 

The subsequent council 
inspection discovered extensive 
damage to the stream, including 
48 dead eels and significant 
sediment deposits into the 
water course.

“This behaviour is very 
disappointing,” council’s 
regional compliance manager 
Patrick Lynch said.

“The contractor in this case 
has 40 years’ experience in the 
earthworks industry. Working 
around water courses without 
causing undue damage, and 
knowing the environmental 
regulations that apply, should 
be bread and butter for him.

“Many will see the fish 
kill in this instance as quite 
distressing and certainly not 
what we are aiming for in 
caring for our waterways,” Mr 
Lynch said. 

“The damage done here will 
take some time to remediate.”

The excavated stream. INSET: Forty eight dead eels were found in the excavated stream.     Photos: SUPPLIED



DIRECT CREMATION
Thames: (15km radius) $  incl GST

Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, 
Ngatea $ incl GST

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please 
advise your 
Vet of your 
wish to use 
Forever Pets 
Crematorium

Visit the website:  
foreverpets.co.nz 
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets 
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes 
you get back belong to 
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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ACROSS 
1 Schematic drawing (7)
4 Disparagement of 

something one cannot
acquire (4,6) 

9 Glossy transparent paint (7)
13 Scarce (4)
14 Nautical yes (3,3) 
15  Human-like sculpture, 

model (6)
16 Seventh-heaven (7)
19 Laid waste to (10)
20 Congenial (8)
21 Thin porridge (5)
24 Food store (6) 
25 Gun kick (6)
27 Indirectly, sidelong (9)
32 Rascality (8)
33 Unit of current (6) 
34 Incapacitate (7)
38 French emperor (8) 
39 Long step (6) 
40 Haul (4) 
41 Wet (5) 
42 Tending to flow; liquid (5)
45 Accept or tolerate whether

or not you want to (4,2,2,4,2)

52 Make reference to (5)
55 X-rated (5) 
56 Monarch (4) 
57 Deserving (6)
58 Piling up (8) 
61 Implement (7) 
62 Keg (6) 
63 Bordering against (8)
66 Made right (9)
68 Incapable (6)
69 Smiles smugly (6)
73 Keen (5) 
74 Combined effort of a 

group (8) 
76 Not vowels (10)
81 Cheese type (7)
82 Small cave (6)
83 Tool for gripping (6)
84 Information (4) 
85 Endeavour (7) 
86 Everlastingness (10)
87 Netted (7)

DOWN 
1 Challenged (5)
2 Antbear (8)
3 Distress signal (6)
4 Proportion (5)
5 Expended (4)
6 Exuberantly joyful (7) 
7 Illicit sexual relationship (6) 
8 Goad (3,2)

10  Curve (4)
11  Without affectation (7)
12 Sibling (6)
17 In particular (10)
18 Knitting stitch (5)
22 Wedding paper (8) 
23 Glaringly vivid (5)
24 Novice (7)
26 Heroic narrative poem (4) 
28 Tedium (7)
29 Learning establishment 

(6) 
30 Charm (6) 
31 Drop steeply (6)
33 Spanish friend (5)
35 Saying (5)
36 Whirl (4) 
37 Japanese garment (4)

43 Modernise (6)
44 Synthetic fibre (5)
46 Eye part (4)
47 Etch (7)
48 Foil (6)
49 Bucolic (5)
50 Sudden violent 
      disturbance (8) 
51 Entices (6)
52 Bitterness, rancour (10)
53 Go bankrupt (4)
54 Gets back (7)
59 Journal (5)
60 Temporary period of calm 

(4) 
64 Played a role (5)
65 Sot (8) 
67 Late (7)
68 Strange (7)
70 Chaste (anag)(6)
71 Lowest (6) 
72 Fish hawk (6)
75 Unite (5) 
77 Yellow-green colour (5)
78 Sedate, decorous (5)
79 Buckle out of shape (4)
80 Exposed (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37

38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58

59 60

61 62 63

64 65

66 67 68 69

70 71 72

73 74 75 76 77 78

79 80

81 82 83 84

85 86 87

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Run a tight ship, 8 Insist, 14 Swain, 15 Insomnia, 16 Rissole, 17 Trace, 18 Low, 19 
Smitten, 21 Intensity, 22 Stymie, 25 Adolescent, 27 Verbatim, 28 Engage, 31 Magnum, 33 Guessed,
34 Nickel, 35 Smug, 37 Ivy, 39 Cage, 40 Neatest, 41 Sustained, 42 Schools, 43 Amethyst, 48 On 
the sly, 52 Saved up, 56 Miserable, 57 Look for, 58 Fake, 59 Ass, 60 Deal, 61 Warren, 62 Chateau, 
63 Daring, 65 Skewer, 66 Schedule, 68 Threepence, 71 Dither, 72 Mint sauce, 74 Tsarina, 76 Fur, 79 
Naive, 80 Tonight, 81 Au revoir, 83 Silly, 84 Meddle, 85 Ready, steady, go. 

DOWN: 2 Unnamed, 3 About, 4 Inn, 5 Head, 6 Strengthened, 7 Issue, 8 Inertia, 9 Site, 10 Scanty, 11 
Fable, 12 Entwine, 13 Horseradish, 14 Segment, 20 Easy money, 23 Sergeant, 24 Discuss, 26 Lenient, 
27 Visits, 29 Almonds, 30 Lessen, 32 Alarm, 34 Nylon, 36 Giddy, 38 Bach, 43 Armed, 44 Enslave, 
45 Hard, 46 Subway, 47 Avian, 48 Off guard, 49 Tiredness, 50 Enforce, 51 Liken, 52 Secrecy, 53 
Discounting, 54 Please, 55 Domesticated, 64 Destiny, 65 Selfish, 67 Epistle, 69 Cunning, 70 Recipe, 
71 Droll, 73 Argue, 75 Raved, 77 Held, 78 Bass, 82 Rue.
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ACROSS
1  Open to chance; 
depending on factors 
that one cannot control 
(2,3,3,2,3,4)
10  Digitalis plant (8)
15  Did damage to (6)
16  Keen in 
discernment (10)
17  Inmate (8)
19  Progress (7)
21  Drink made from 
apples (5)
22  Foe (9)
25  Associate in crime 
(9)
27  Back financially (7)
29  Give a disease (6)
33  Inexperienced (5)
34  Capital of Chile (8)
36  Tactful (10)
39  Friend (3)
41  Petty gangster (7)
42  Pain in chest (6)
43  In operation (6)
44  Den (4)
45  Military withdrawal 
(7)
48  Earlier (10)
53  Love affair (7)
57  Boast (4)
58  Metal grid (6)
59  Song of sailors (6)
60  Applying slowing 
device (7)
62  Dine (3)
64  Oral examinations 
of job applicants (10)
65  Aloft (8)
66  Tier (5)

69  Athlete’s pre-race 
exercises (4-2)
70  Requests forcefully 
(7)
71  Recklessly bold (9)
76  Bullet case (9)
77  Circumference (5)
78  Impartial (7)
83  Card suit (8)
84  Synthetic (10)
85  Ceremony (6)
86  Outside (8)
87  Be in opposition to 
one’s natural instincts 
(2,7,3,5)

DOWN
2  Approached (6)
3  Muggy (5)
4  Boy (3)
5  Radio time signals 
(4)
6  Horseshoe maker (7)
7  Paid attention to (6)
8  Hinged barrier (4)
9  Payment to 
shareholders (8)
11  Stampede (6)
12  The art of good 
eating (10)
13  Has (4)
14  Sincere (7)
18  Talked terms (10)
20  Highest point (4)
23  Ore test (5)
24  Terrains (anag)(8)
26  Firm smooth 
cheese (7)
28  Fuel gas (7)
30  Furrow (6)

31  Cotton fabric (6)
32  Intelligent (6)
35  Unable to relax (5)
37  Sculpt (5)
38  Brass wind 
instrument (4)
40  Molten volcanic 
matter (4)
45  Jewish religious 
leader (5)
46  Fifth columnists (8)
47  Root vegetable (6)
48  Cotton crop pest 
(4-6)
49  Charges (4)
50  Answer (7)
51  Made well (6)
52  V-shaped cut (5)
54  Yours and mine (4)
55  Clumsy, ungainly 
(7)
56  Horse gait (6)
61  Poet-singer (10)
63  Motoring 
competition (5)
67  Jumping animal (8)
68  Yarn (4)
69  Cajole (7)
72  Gets (7)
73  Artist’s workroom 
(6)
74  Two-piece beach 
outfit (6)
75  Seasoned dried 
sausage (6)
79  Private teacher (5)
80  Floating platform (4)
81  Aerofoil (4)
82  Deflated (4)
85  Fish egg mass (3)

 SUDOKU               72

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                92

www.valleyprofile.co.nz    October 19, 2022, THE VALLEY PROFILE 27



28 THE VALLEY PROFILE, October 19, 2022   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

OUR LATEST PRE-OWNED LISTINGS
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HAURAKI’S HOME OF 

$18,990

2020 Suzuki Ignis LTD 
18,XXX��
1.3L P�����
A��������
CVT

�� � �� ��������
�����-� � �������

$16,995

2019 Kawasaki Mule Pro-MX  
11,XXX
	�
4WD
A���	����

������� � �����
�����-��� ����	� $35,990

2014 D-Max LS DC 4WD  
119,XXX�
3.0L D
	�	� 
A�����
�
L	���	� 
�	���!

�
����	 ���
�� �	
���	-
�� �	���	 $23,990

2019 Suzuki Swift Sport 
15,XXX��
1.4L T���� P�����
A��������

 ���� ���������
�����-�� ������� $14,990

2014 Nissan X-Trail ST-L 
2.5L P�
	�� 
4WD, 
A�
���
��

������� ������ ��

	��-��� �������

$24,490

2022 Suzuki Swift RS
1.0L T��� P
	���
A�	���	��

������
 �������

	���
-��� �
����
 $44,490

2018 Isuzu D-Max LS Space 4WD 
67,XXX��
3.0L D�����
A���� ��

��� ��  � �� ���
�� ��-��� ������$22,990

2019 MG ZS  
20,XXX��
1.0L T��� P
	���
A�	���	��

������
 �������

	���
-��� �
����
$25,990

2019 Suzuki S-Cross Prestige 
21,XXX
	�
1.4L T���� P�����
A���	�� 
E������� 
C��� � ��

� ���� ��� �����
�����- �� ����	�

$12,990

2013 Suzuki Swift 
80,XXX
	
1.3L P�����
A���	�� 

� ���� ��� �����
�����- �� ����	� $29,990

2019 Suzuki Vitara AWD
43,XXX
	
1.4L T���� P�����
A���	�� 
2-T���

� ���� ��� �����
�����- �� ����	� $11,995

2014 Holden Cruze SRI 
89,XXX	�
1.6L T���� P�����
A���� ��

�� ���  � � ���
�� ��-�� �������

NZ
NEW

NZ
NEW D��� ���� �!

SOLD

SPORTS

Valley out-scored by ‘Butcher Boys’
Showing greatly improved form, 
Thames Valley provided stern op-
position for Whanganui in their 
Meads Cup semi-final at Whan-
ganui last Saturday. 

However, the Whanganui 
Butcher Boys out-scored the 
Swamp Foxes by 25 points to 18 
and gained a place in the final 
against South Canterbury. The 
Valley limited Whanganui to three 
tries – one of which was highly 
questionable, as the ball did not 
appear to have been grounded 
correctly, but unfortunately no 
Television Match Official was in 
operation at this game.

At half time, Whanganui led 12-
11 made up of a converted try from 
a ”pick and go” plus the doubtful 
try. For Thames Valley, Todd 
Doolan had kicked two penalty 
goals and Ben Stephens scored 
an excellent try following a classic 
break by Harry Lafituanai.

After half time, the Swamp Fox-
es dominated the third quarter but 
no points were forth coming. At 
the 60-minute mark, Whanganui 
kicked a penalty goal to extend 
their lead to 15-11. Seven minutes 
later came the crunch point of 
the game when the Butcher Boys 
scored another converted try as 
the result of a strong drive from a 
lineout close to the Thames Val-
ley line. To rub salt into Valley’s 
wounds Whanganui’s captain 
Dane Whale then drop-kicked a 
goal to give his team a 25-11 lead.

There were five minutes left on 

Swamp Foxes form a strong line of defence against the Whanganui Butcher Boys.                  Photos: JAKOB ANDREW

Swamp Foxes power into a scrum.

HEARTLAND RUGBY the clock and the Swamp Foxes 
immediately went on to the at-
tack. From a lineout, Lalea Mau 
Fangfangu made a strong run and 
a quick feed to Sam McCahon saw 
him cross for a try. Zak Stevens 
added the extra two points and at 
18-25, the Swamp Foxes need a 
last minute converted try to even 
the score and go into extra time.

From the kick off, Valley ran 
the ball – first to the left and then 
to the right. Harry Lafituanai re-
ceived the ball on the half way 
line and sped down the sideline 
bursting through several oppo-
nents before he was held up inside 
the Whanganui 22. The ball was 
turned over and the season ended 
for Thames Valley as it was imme-
diately kicked out.

It has been a mixed season for 
the Swamp Foxes with five wins 
from the nine games played. They 
can take credit for their third plac-
ing in the Heartland competition 
but with a total of only 37 tries 
scored they are not quite in the 
same league as Whanganui with 
53 and South Canterbury, 64.

The latter two teams meet in the 
Meads Cup final this weekend af-
ter the South Cantabrians overran 
the King Country Rams 76-9 in 
the other semi-final.

Whanganui 25 (Lindsay Hor-
rocks, Aleki Vakarorogo, Timosi 
Serewalu tries; Ethan Robinson 
2 con, pen; Dane Whale dropped 
goal); Thames Valley 18 (Ben Ste-
phens, Sam McCahon tries; Todd 
Doolan 2 pen, Zak Stephens 1 
con.). Valley wins the lineout.


