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Seizure gives principal ‘insight’

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

‘ ,\ Then Alison Imrie heard
that someone was having a
seizure on the grounds of Gold-
fields Special School in Paeroa,
she assumed it was a student.

But then she saw her boss’
shoes.

Cam McKenzie, 45, suffered
his first and only seizure on Au-
gust 22 at around 8.10am.

It was caused by a meningi-
oma brain tumour that doctors
said had been growing inside his
head for around 10 years.

The principal has since recov-
ered from a surgery to remove
the tumour, and is back work-
ing at the special school on Nor-
wood Rd.

He told The Profile he’s
now armed with a great-
er appreciation of what
some of his 87 stu-
dents go through on a
regular basis.

“They are the un-
sung heroes,” he
said. “A  student
could have three or
four [seizures] a week
and they don’t make a
big deal out of it.”

On the morning of the %
seizure, Mr McKenzie, who
lives in Omokoroa in the West-
ern Bay of Plenty, drove through
Katikati, the Athenree Gorge,
and the windy Karangahake
Gorge before reaching work.

He had the seizure just out-
side of his office 20 minutes be-
fore students were set to arrive.

“It was a Monday morning
and I could hear all the staff, so
I went over to our student cards

to get the details for the ambu-
lance, but then I saw my boss’s
feet and thought we better get
the staff file instead,” Alison said.

In what is a usual routine for
the trained teachers at Gold-
fields, staff called an ambulance
and timed the length of Mr Mc-
Kenzie’s seizure.

It lasted almost four minutes,

Cam McKenzie is back at work after a seizure led to the discovery of an “apple-
sized” brain tumour, shown in the x-ray, right, and the large scar after the surgery, left.

during which he bit his tongue
and chewed a hole through his
crown, cracking his filling. An
ambulance crew from Paeroa St
John arrived on site within two
minutes after he woke up.

Mr McKenzie said he was then
taken to Thames Hospital, where
they discovered the benign tu-
mour the size of an apple.

He underwent an operation at
Waikato Hospital on August 31,
got 42 staples in his skull, and
now has an impressive scar.

“The neurosurgeon said I'd
hit the tumour jackpot,” he
said, “because it wasn’t tangled
around anything, it was just sit-
ting right on top.”

He cannot drive for 12 months;

instead, he has been catching a
ride to school each day from a
fellow teacher at Paeroa College.

The whole ordeal, he said,
has left him with a greater ap-
preciation of what his students
go through on a regular basis -
some of whom suffer from epi-
lepsy.

“It gave me a greater insight
into how vulnerable they are,
because when youre down on
the ground, you're really putting
your trust in the people around
you,” he said.

“I also have a greater appre-
ciation of what our parents go
through with their children,
knowing that something like
that could happen at any time...
they just trust us without ques-
tion.”

Mr McKenzie said he'd
thanked his staff “at least three
times each” for their support
during and after the seizure, and
alsowanted toshowappreciation
to the staff at Paeroa St John and
Thames Hospital.
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The Valley Profile delivers
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Wednesday to every letterbox
in Hauraki Plains, Paeroa,
Waihi, Thames, Thames
Coast and surrounding rural
areas, plus bulk distribution
Peninsula-wide, reaching
approximately 35,000 readers.
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Publisher/Editor Teresa Ramsey
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2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA
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Hi, my name is

Pete the Pukeko

and I'm here to

help you.

Find me in one of
the display advertisements in
The Valley Profile, then email
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz
with your full name and postal
address, and the business
name and page number of the
ad by the following Monday to
go in the draw to win a Lotto
ticket. Last week it was in the
Lynne’s ad.

Profile marks 100th milestone

his week’s Valley Profile is

a very special one for the
team as we celebrate our 100th
issue.

So much has happened since
we began this journey of bring-
ing our communities local news
and information each week.

In the beginning, it nearly
didn’t happen at all - we were
about to go to print with our
first issue when the country
headed into its first four-week
Covid-19 shutdown.

Thankfully, our loyal adver-
tisers stuck with us and we
published the first issue of the
Valley Profile in May, 2020.

At that time, the Valley Pro-
file was just 16 pages, and pub-
lished monthly. But as people
discovered this new title - and
realised how much they missed
their local news, support grew
and The Profile was published
fortnightly by the end of 2020,
then weekly within its first
year.

During that time, we also
increased our distribution to
16,000 copies delivered to eve-
ry letterbox in Ngatea, Paeroa,
Waihi, Thames and Thames
Coast, with bulk distribution
around the entire Coromandel
Peninsula.

We have also now launched
our digital platform, The Coro-
mandel App, which gives us an
even broader reach for our lo-
cal journalism and offers a val-

During its first 100 issues, the Valley Profile has seen huge growth, increased its delivery
area, employed new staff, launched the Coromandel App and won national awards - all
while battling the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.

uable resource for locals, bach
owners and visitors.

The app is free and easy to
download from your smart-
phone app store or go to coro-
mandelapp.nz/install.

Our staff also grew, from an
editor and part-time graphic
designer initially, to three full-
time journalists, an advertising
manager, two part-time con-
tractors and 45 paper delivery
people.

All this despite the uncertain-
ty of the pandemic, which saw
newspapers across New Zea-

land closing, merging and lay-
ing off journalists due to a drop
in advertising revenue.

These changes have resulted
in The Profile being the only lo-
cal paper with journalists who
live and work here, which gives
our readers the benefit of grass-
roots journalism so we can find
the best stories; cover local
meetings and events, and show
we truly care about our com-
munities.

We have received nation-
al awards for this incredible
growth, and also for our jour-

nalism, which means our read-
ers can trust us to provide them
with fair, balanced and accu-
rate reporting delivered to their
letterboxes and online.

So I'd like to say a big thank
you to all our advertisers and
readers, who pick up The Pro-
file each week and support
what we are doing.

We rely on advertising, ad-
vertorials and classifieds to
fund our local journalism and
without you, we would not be
here.

- Teresa Ramsey, editor
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Tree ‘makes crochet cool again’

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

4 I Yhe crocheted Christmas tree

that takes pride of place
along Ngatea’s main street is
even “bigger and brighter” this
year.

The tree - made up of more
than 2000 crochet squares - has
been erected at the Hugh Hay-
ward Domain, and Ngatea Li-
ons member Bruce Foster said
the colourful icon continued to
gain attention.

“When we were putting it
together, people would stop on
the side of the road, and they’d
look, and they’d come over. One
woman was with her children

families having a look at it,”
Bruce said.

“We just want a huge thank
you to go out to all of those who
have helped out in some way.

“We couldn’t have done it
without the public helping us.”

Hauraki District Council
provided the Ngatea Lions
with funding via an application
to the Creative Communities
Scheme, with $575 used to raise
the height of the existing struc-
ture, and $1380 used to pur-
chase 400 balls of wool which
were distributed to the 40-plus
crocheters.

This year, it also funded the
installation of a “cool burning

and said they loved the LED uplight” inside the tree
playground, but they which will provide a visual
also loved the tree, night-time experience.
and each time they “This sort of community-led
came through project that creates interest
they stopped to in our parks and provides an
have a look at opportunity to collaborate is
it.” exactly the type of project we
The tree now love,” Mayor Toby Adams said.
stands between “Not to mention this unique
7-8 metres tall Christmas tree is making cro-
- two metres chet cool again and that’s a real
taller than last win for highlighting talents that
}f:,?ﬁﬁitllllgr(lll:)ig;i?)n by R he Christmas tree stands taller than ever - between 7-8 metres. Photos: KELLEY TANTAU :rrte n danger of becoming a lost
the Hauraki District the tree is ‘We can do that’.” in the ground. Mayor Adams said there
Council. named Mercy. The frame was made up of Four years on, the tree’s con- would now be stiff competition
There are also new cro- “In 2019, when  an old rocket ship from a play- struction has become a much- between the tree, the Paeroa
cheted squares, made by this started, the Hauraki Plains  ground, and while council’s anticipated holiday tradition, L&P Bottle, and the Waihi
more than 40 creative people Lionesses were the instigators, parks and reserves manager and this year, more than 20 Pumphouse for the best place
throughout the community, and  and Kathy Karl got the idea found the best site for the tree, hands were on deck to help setit  in the district to take a photo to
this made the tree bigger and from something she saw onthe  Alex Quinn from Quinn En- up on December 5. say: “I was here” this summer.
brighter than ever before, Bruce  internet - a tree like this one in ineering crafted the support “It is just so neat when you b= mem:
said. Ttaly,” Bruce said. %rame and mounting system, walk up the domain and see Journalism
The crocheted angel on top of “She said to the Lionesses: which is permanently embedded  people stopping, and kids and =
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News from

Meri Kirihimete

L-R: Kishan Raikwar, Rob Johnston, Holly MacKenzie, Martin Rodley,

Mayor Len Salt, Peter Revell, Robyn Sinclair and Adrian Catran.

Thames Community Board
ready for action

It's all go for the new Thames Community Board,
who are keen to make change happen. Newly elected
Chair, businessman and JP Adrian Catran urged the
Board to work together proactively to be a driving
force for improvement.

Architect and
Public Art
Trustee Rob
Johnston
was elected
Deputy Chair.

Board members
and Councillors
visited Kopu
Marine and Business Precinct, Thames Airfield, Thames
Football Club and Netball Centre, Moanataiari and
Create the Vibe in Mary Street to assess progress. As
well as inspecting construction at Kopu, the group
discussed initiatives underway such as Thames and
Surrounds Spatial Plan (a blueprint for Thames’ future
growth), Thames Sports Partnership Project (looking
at alternative sports fields for Rhodes Park), Thames
Sub-region Aquatic Facilities Project (developing a
new swimming pool facility to replace Centennial
Pool), Totara Valley infrastructure (to enable housing
development) and the Shoreline Management Plan

(to protect our communities from coastal erosion and
flooding risk).

from all of us at Thames-Coromandel District Council.

Merry Christmas

“Christmas is the one time that
traditionally families get together to enjoy
each other’s company, reminisce over

the past year, give some thought for the
reason for the season and a time remember
those who are not with us this Christmas,”
says Thames Community Board Chair,
Adrian Catran JP. “On behalf of the Board,
I would like to take this opportunity to
wish all Thames residents and visitors a
very special Christmas and a happy and
safe New Year.”

Hauraki Rail Trail
new sculptures

Two new vibrant
sculptures are set to
be installed on the
Hauraki Rail Trail after
arecommendation

by Thames
Community Board

to commit $5,432

for maintenance

and repairs.

Interwoven (concept
model by Chris
Budgeon) and Miners’
Gates (concept model
by John McKeowen),
were entrants in the
2017 Thames Public
Art Trust community
sculpture competition
in 2017.

At 3.1m high, made of
macrocarpa beams,
Interwoven will be
installed on Ngati
Maru Highway, not far
from the junction with Maramarahi Rd. Miners’ Gates is
built of 12 frames using old railway sleepers forming a
replica of entry gates to a mine shaft. The structure will
be installed near Rhodes Park.

There’s a smarter way to pay for launching and trailer parking

at ramps where fees apply. Simply scan the QR code with your
smartphone, camera or Google Lens and follow the easy prompts to
pay - right at the ramp. If you don’t have a smartphone, you can still
pay in person at our Council offices and participating retail outlets.

A reminder that the new QR payment system has replaced the
physical ramp permits.

tcdc.govt.nz/boatramps

tcdc.govt.nz

customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz
Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames, Phone: 07 868 0200
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CUSTOMER SERVICE CENTRES

Our Council offices are closed from 3pm
Friday 23 December, re-opening to normal
hours on Wednesday 4 January 2023. For opening hours
see tcdc.govt.nz/contact
We are available on 07 868 0200.

« - THAMES CENTENNIAL POOL

» Closed Sat 24 to Tues 27 December
« Open Wed 28 to Fri 30 December

+ Re-opening on Wed 4 January.
Visit tcdc.govt.nz/swim

filiy ussany semuces

Our district libraries are closed from 12 noon
on Saturday 24 December, re-opening on Wednesday 4
January at 10am. Our book drop will be open during this
time. tedc.govt.nz/library-hours

KERBSIDE COLLECTIONS

Our peak period summer kerbside rubbish
and recycling collection schedule for the
Eastern Seaboard and Northern Coromandel begins
Monday 26 December 2022 and ends Friday 10 February
2023. The collections will be Monday to Friday (no
weekends), with collections commencing at 7.30am (not
9am). See tedc.govt.nz/kerbside for collections for your
area. If you’re leaving the area before your collection day,
drop your material at your local Refuse Transfer Station.
tcdc.govt.nz/rts

LEAD THE WAY THIS SUMMER

Summer rules about where you can walk

your dog are in place from Labour Weekend
to 1 March 2023, with additional restrictions from 20
December to 31 January. The most important rule is that
dogs must be on lead unless specified otherwise. Find
out about off-leash dog exercise areas on:
tcdc.govt.nz/dogownerguide

@ WATER RESTRICTIONS

Water restrictions may be in place this
summer. Check our water conservation tips.
tcdc.govt.nz/waterrestrictions

ALCOHOL BANS IN PUBLIC PLACES

Our district has year-round, 24/7 town centre
alcohol bans, plus additional Christmas
and New Year alcohol bans on many of our beaches
and seaside reserves. The ban for Xmas/New Year runs
from 4pm on Friday 23 December to 4am on Monday 9
January. tcdc.govt.nz/alcoholcontrol

SUMMER FIRE BAN

A total fire ban applies in the Coromandel
from late December to early February each
year. Check the rules here:
checkitsalright.nz

tcdc.govt.nz/summerinfo
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Carvers spend a year maklng float

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

t was back in 2021 when

Alby Tukia and Sefo Tupou
started working on what would
become the hero piece of their
2022 Christmas Parade float.

The two carvers from Thames
and Paeroa, respectively, craft-
ed an 11-foot tall rimu chair
to showcase during the yearly
Santa Parades.

They’ve already completed
the Paeroa parade - and won
People’s Choice while they were
at it - and will be at the Thames
Parade this weekend, ready to
“smash it out of the park”.

“My brother passed away up
in Auckland, and he used to
collect recycled things. I went
up and saw [the rimu] and I
never thought about carving it
at the time, but I kept it and it
came together,” Alby told The
Profile.

Alby is the president of the
Paeroa and Thames Tongan
Community, and this year,
their float had the theme of
‘The Royal Family’, symbol-
ising the British and Tongan
monarchies.

The chair is named Tu’i Ton-
ga - a line of Tongan kings that
originated in the 10th century
- and for the Paeroa parade on
December 2, local Taufa Kaifa
stood atop the float’s highest
point, thus making him “King
for a day,” Alby said.

He is not sure how much the
chair weighs, but it takes “four
or five Tongans to lift it”.

“With Covid - we all know it

Taufa Kaifa was “King for a day” during Paeroa’s Santa Parade on December 2.

was a hard time - so to get the
chair ready for last weekend
was very special for us, in the
sense that there was a hardship
everyone in the world had gone
through with Covid,” Alby said.

“But the chair represents
happy times.”

Alby said the Tongan commu-
nity was again ready to “smash

it out of the park” at Thames’
Santa Parade on Saturday.

He said they were “very hon-
oured and very blessed” after
being named Paeroa’s People’s
Choice winners.

“We were surprised because
this is just our second year over
in Paeroa taking part in the
Christmas Parade, so we were

very, very happy to get the Peo-
ple’s Choice and very honoured
that the people of Paeroa see
us as part of their community
there.”

The chair is for sale, and at
the post-Christmas Parade
whanau party at Thames South
School, people are welcome to
view it, and take photos with it,

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

Alby said.

DETAILS: Thames’ Santa Pa-
rade, this Saturday, December
17 from 10.50am. Kicking off at
the north end of Pollen St, then
on to Thames South School for a
whanau day event.
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Shop 22, Goldfields Shopbing Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm / Sat 9am - 4pm / Sun 10am - 3pm Ph: 07 868 3332

Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement.
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Waihi's lake-
side Christmas

Go Waihi’s Christmas at the Lake was a great success
after being held instead of a Santa Parade on December
3. The emphasis was on children’s activities, Go Waihi
chair Max McLean said, as well as food, fun, and
entertainment. Sarah Spicer was the MC and musical
director, who helped organise more than four hours of
stage entertainment. “Goodbye Christmas parade. Fun at
the lake is here to stay,” Mr McLean said.

A Troupe member from Thames High School dresses up. A bouncy castle was supplied by Harcourts Waihi. " There were games galore.

mogiL Jecy  MOBILITY EQUIPMENT

SALES & SERVICE

S -
g

AV

Experienced technicians with knowledge accross many types
of equipment including: scooters, powerchairs, wheelchairs,
walkers, hospital beds, patient hoists and more.

CALL NOW FOR ALL YOUR info@mobilitech.co.nz
REPAIRS OR TO ENQUIRE 021 195 5973 or 021 240 0187

ABOUT OUR PRODUCTS mobilitech.co.nz
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That’s a wrap!

It was a full house of helpers when volunteers got together at the
Paeroa Baptist Church on Friday to wrap presents for children
who might otherwise go without this Christmas. Co-ordinator
of the toy drive, Jill Robertson, told The Profile she was “blown
away” by the 257 gifts that were donated. The presents will
now be distributed to schools and organisations, who will pass
the presents on to the children. There were plenty of first-time
wrappers this year, who had to navigate wrapping all sorts of
quirky-shaped gifts. Friends Lois Waugh and Sheryl Dymock
said “dinosaurs are definitely the most challenging”. Reporter
KELLEY TANTAU marvelled at the festive generosity.

a G o = e — -
Mike Barr shows of his skills as a first-time wrapper. Photos: KELLEY TANTAU  Julia Ross and her daughter, Hana, 12, help out ahead of the holidays. The festive Patricia Kershaw.

wwer- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS

h a mes A U t 0 S AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

»wer- WE CAN COME TO YOU
**— ﬁ L - www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2015 Holden Captiva 2018 Honda Jazz RS 2015 Hyundai Elantra 2008 Nissan Dualis
2.4Ltr Auto 2WD, Alloys, Low 80km, Manual 6 Speed, Low kms, NZNew  Fljte Auto 4WD 2.0Ltr, Good kms,
Superb - ]

Auto, NZ New, Mint Condition Top Condition _

$15,990 $17,990
2014 Mercedes A180 2008 Nissan X-Trail 2012 Great Wall Ute 4WD 2014 Mazda CX-5

iti : Auto, Diesel, NZ New, Best Example
Auto, Low 22kms, As New Condition Auto, 2WD, Top Spec Model, NZ New Manual Diesel, only 83km, P
GREAT COND, Tow Bar

VALUE AT

$13,990

$19,990

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

$13,990

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including

Auto Electrical service
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Toy drive for Women’s Refuge | |

By GORDON PREECE

Rgtary Thames is hosting
present drive to bring

Christmas joy to those at the
local Women’s Refuge.

The project encourages un-
wrapped gifts that are new or
in good condition to be donat-
ed to the Christmas tree in the
reception area of the Thames-
Coromandel District Council
(TCDC) office on Mackay St.

Rotary Thames volunteer
Monika Lange, who’s piloting
the drive, told The Profile she
thought the initiative would be
“a good idea”.

“I thought why don’t we do
something like that for Thames
and I spoke to my fellow Rotar-
ians and they thought it was a
good idea too so I got some of
my friends involved, and then I
rang TCDC and spoke to them
and they were quite open to it,”
she said.

“Rotary Thames always tra-
ditionally looks after children
and teenagers and I thought
Women’s Refuge has a lot of
children in there so why not
choose Women’s Refuge?

week.

HenryStineII brought some festive cheer to Ngatea during his paper run last

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

“I then spoke to them and
asked about what we were do-
ing and they said they would be
delighted.”

Monika said the project,
in collaboration with TCDC
and her Thames/Coroman-
del Newsfeed Facebook page,
would be open for gift dona-
tions until December 23.

Gifts are being dropped off at TCDC’s Thames office as part of Rotary

Thames’ toy drive for Women'’s Refuge.

“We started on December 5
and we're hoping to get as many
presents as we can for children,
teenagers and of course wom-
en,” she said.

“I go in every night to check
what is there and take them
home to make sure there’s not

Photo: GORDON PREECE

too many under the tree be-
cause you don’t want them to
be crammed in there because
that’s where the traffic for the
council is.

“Hopefully on December 23,
we will bring it all to the Wom-
en’s Refuge.”

Ho ho ho Henry

Valley Profile newspaper delivery person Henry Stilwell has been
doing his December deliveries dressed up as Santa. Henry, 20,
who delivers to letterboxes around Ngatea, said he liked the idea
of donning a Santa suit to do his weekly run, and that he hoped
everyone has a Merry Christmas and a safe holiday season.
Valley Profile reporter KELLEY TANTAU caught up with him
during his paper run last week.
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QUALITY EVERYTIME

ProressioNAL , HoNEST AND RELIABLE HomME KiLL
PROCESSING AVAILABLE
CALL NOW TO MAKE A BOOKING

Christmas hams now available,
be quick to avoid disappointment.

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 17om
617 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

PAEROA CHRISTMAS
SERVICES CALENDAR

All are invited and welcome

Sunday 18th  7pm Carols

at St Paul’s Anglican

Saturday 24th Christmas Eve
5pm service at Paeroa Elim
7pm Mass at St Mary’s Catholic

Sunday 25th  Christmas Day
8am at St Paul’s Anglican
9am at Paeroa Baptist
9.30am at Paeroa Bible Chapel
2

Merry Christmas from the
Paeroa Ministers to our
Paeroa Community

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties
Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

444 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 0223809735 email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
website: burtoncatering.co.nz  facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

AlMotorcycles

Servicing and Repairs

Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph: 027 2166867

Graham Cornes
A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic
graham@almotorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph: 027 2166860
Alison Cornes
parts@almotorcycles.co.nz

www.almotorcycles.co.nz

& Associates

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

= focused on profit and wealth development

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Email: officc@hoogeveen.co.nz
Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Adviser to Achievers

Ph:07 862 9090
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Dream
Season
Savings

Find the magic these
holidays, with great sleep.

0% off.

Sleepyhead Chiropractic ranges.

50% 50%
£, f£.

Chiropractic Prime Queen Ensemble Chiropractic HD Queen Ensemble Chiropractic HDX Queen Ensemble
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Be sRus

d notto be used in conjunction with

999 ti Lending criteri

thly paymef 0 the loan before the end of the intes a

dand the circles desi ed tradema tercard International Incorporated. See counter for full detail Ci |y Repayms pproved app ly. The indicati sthe purchase a ablishment i ided by the number o
proval. To repay th i i y the due date for each statement period,

ast. Discount off ply to selectes 00 marked. 0 s Prime Poy tised in good faith and will be availal otin tances
sto months interest free 1 lEﬂdUHS[:‘IE:W:‘EUEHU\J‘U stercard Expired
n c0

Promational Rate or of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whic 0 e required throughout intere
change. Columbu E mer Finance Limited reserve the right to ament nd or terminate the offer and th a
upin e Y ume there are no additional purch Nithdra feesor cha ndi repay

Beds R Us Beds R Us
205 Sealey Street, Thames 94 Seddon Street, Waihi
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Truckers haul national awards

By GORDON PREECE

uriri truck drivers Corey Peti-

fer and Brayden McMillan-
Phillips were “in shock” after haul-
ing national awards at the national
truck driving championships last
month.

The Graeme Wright Transport
drivers told The Profile they were
entered into the Auckland heats
of the TR Group NZ Truck Driv-
ing Championships 2022 by their
boss, Graeme “Gunner” Wright,
with both qualifying to compete in
the final held in Christchurch on
November 26.

Brayden went on to win TR
Group Young Driver of the Year
at the finals, and Corey, who has
driven trucks for Gunner for six
years, said he “fluked it” to win the
TR Group Truck and Trailer Driv-
er of the Year and New Zealand
Truck Driving Champion.

“[T was] pretty shocked really,
didn’t really expect it, [because
I was] competing against some
drivers from the South Island who
had probably been driving for 30
years,” Corey said.

“I just went in and gave it what
I got...and [the judges] were im-
pressed - good driver, steady, and

focused.

“I've been told I've got an auto-
matic entry into the finals in two
years’ time when it’s held again.”

Corey, who previously worked
for Kerepehi Transport, said com-
petitors at the Auckland heats on
October 15 had to undergo three
trucking tasks.

These included a 35-question
NZ Heavy Vehicle Road Code the-
ory test, a pre-trip inspection, and
completing a driving and maneu-
vering course.

“Gunner asked ‘would you be in-
terested in doing it?’ so I was like
‘oh yeah, I'll give it a go’.

“[The judges] were impressed
and one of the judges was known
to Gunner as well in previous
years, he was an ex-Puriri local I
think.

“I came first in the Auckland
heats [for the truck and trailer
category]... and that put me into
the finals in the South Island
[Christchurch].”

Corey said there were eight final-
ists in the final competition, who
competed in a driving and maneu-
vering course and an on road test
that was observed by a TR Group
driving trainer.

Brayden, who returned to truck-

ing for Gunner six months ago af-
ter working for Alpha One Trans-
port and Brett Marsh Transport,
said drivers had to be 25 years and
under to compete for the Young
Driver of the Year award.

It was “a bit of a shocker” after
he won TR Group Young Driver of
the Year, he said.

“I mustve scored the most
points out of the young fellas.

“Meeting with the other drivers
was bloody good, and all the staff
running the thing was awesome.”

“Definitely something to look
into and I encourage young fellas
to give it a go.”

FoR EARTHWORKS

» Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

» Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

» Metal

» Suppliers of Hay Silage &

Maize Silage

T & A MCWATTERS LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384

ForR CARTING OF

Suppliers of Mangatangi River

Rock

Decorative Stones & Drainage
Sand Shell
Palm Kernel

Fertiliser

All Grades of Metal

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

PHoNE Tim 027 278 5384
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Rural’

Life'

Trees for Sumval ﬂ_hs in ThesVlley

By GORDON PREECE

housands of trees have been

planted by Thames Valley
Schools in the past three years as
part of a nationwide environmen-
tal initiative.

Trees for Survival is a charita-
ble trust which works with more
than 150 schools and local com-
munities across New Zealand to
grow and plant native trees along
waterways and on erosion prone
hillsides.

The programme provides an
opportunity for school children
to make a practical difference
to their environment as well as
learn about conservation, reveg-
etation, wetland restoration and
protecting stream quality.

Trees for Survival school facili-
tator for Hauraki and Lower Co-
romandel Tim Cruickshank told
The Profile he had introduced
the programme to 13 schools in
Thames Valley over the past three
years.

“With each school we develop
relationships into mana whenua
[territorial rights] and usually
some local sponsorship if possi-
ble and anyone that would like to
be involved in reforesting native
plants in and around the school
community,” he said.

“We look for a land holder as-
sociated with the school to try
and do some restorative planting
whether it’s stream edges or ero-
sion prone banks or supporting
as we do here in Hauraki.

“It’s the beginning of a long re-
lationship year after year.”
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Tim Cruickshank, centre, with Hauraki Plains year 13 hortlcultural students Ella Ashford-Beck, left, and

Elaina Beagley.

Tim said the Thames Valley
schools that had engaged with
the programme included Te Puru,
Parawai, Thames South, St Fran-
cis, Puriri, Hikutaia, Goldfields,
Kerepehi, Netherton and Kaihere.

“We probably planted around
21,000 trees in the past three
years. Last year we planted 4500
of those on the Hauraki Rail Trail
with a majority planted by stu-
dents in conjunction with HELP
Waihi,” he said.

“Some students had never
picked up a spade and they loved
getting out of the school environ-
ment and into the real life plant-
ing situation on farms.

“We plant trees appropriate
to the restoration site, so if it’s a
stream edge, then we're likely to
plant sedges and grasses so they
will better move with the flow of
water.”

Hauraki Plains College was the
latest school Tim had initiated the

Photo: GORDON PREECE

Trees for Survival programme. Its
horticulture students completed
potting seedlings of native trees
on October 26. “The small seed-
lings at the moment, they start at
a few centimetres tall. We have
a minimum planting size of 300
millimetres and depending on the
variety and stage and height they
were, they’re going to be pass-
ing that on to the first rain in au-
tumn,” he said.

“Then maybe in May, June,

July and August next year, we'll
be planting 450 to 600 native
trees.”

Tim said Te Uru Rakau New
Zealand Forest Service had also
commemorated Trees for Sur-
vival schools with stainless steel
plaques and Hauraki Plains Col-
lege had received one to honour
teacher Logan Taylor for estab-
lishing and maintaining the Hay-
ward Farm educational site.

“This was part of the Matariki
Tu Rakau programme, it’s a cel-
ebration of Matariki and the
planting of trees and it’s a nation-
al project to establish stands of
trees across Aotearoa as places to
honour New Zealand’s heroes,”
Tim said.

“Four hundred and fifty seven
trees were provided by the Trees
for Survival programme and
funded by Te Uru Rakau New
Zealand Forest Service as part of
the One Billion Trees programme
and were planted by Hauraki
Plains College in winter of 2022
to honour Logan Taylor.”

Tim said more trees planted on
the Hauraki Plains would bring
long term benefits to the area.

“The Hauraki Plains could do
with a lot more native trees, the
last three summers have been the
driest on record.

“We need more shade and shel-
ter and if we're going to continue
putting animals out on these
plains, we need to help them out.”

Tim said he planned to intro-
duce Moanataiari School to the
Trees for Survival programme
next year.
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Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz
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Often Eaten Never Beaten

WE ARE ALL GO OUT OF OUR

NEW PAEROA BRANCH

GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR HERD
We provide a well blended uniform custom made blend
with the products and specs your girls need to fulfill their
requirements & give you better bang for your buck.

MINERAL BLENDS. COMPETITIVELY PRICED.
If you have blends of Minerals you would like then
call now and try us for price.

ENERGY
Keep your girls energised through the summer heat.
We have high energy additives and also high energy liquid
for less dust. PK/Molasses.

DELIVERY TO YOUR SILO

ON TIME - EVERY TIME
WITH OUR OWN AUGER TRUCK

We work while you & your girls
Make the Moolah!

CALLNOW
0272 240 728

By GORDON PREECE

auraki-Coromandel rural residents

have been prompted to stock up on
essentials as ex-tropical cyclones are pre-
dicted to hit the area this summer, NIWA
says.

NIWA meteorologist and forecaster
Ben Noll told The Profile the opportu-
nity for these types of rainfall events was
higher compared to the previous Decem-
ber to February period due to a strong
presence of La Nina.

“At the front end of summer we're
certainly not anticipating a drought to
develop here early on in the summer
season, so that’s good news for the lo-
cals, and the farmers and those on water
tanks,” he said.

“However, on the flip side of that, the
climate driver that we have is La Nina,
the oceans around New Zealand as well
as off to the north in the Southwest Pa-
cific are warmer than average.

“That can be energy fuel for low pres-
sure systems that form to the north and
kind of drop down into the northern
North Island including the Coromandel
Peninsula and around the Eastern Wai-
kato.”

Mr Noll said this weather pattern had
created “equal odds” for normal or above
normal summer rainfall and a normal to
elevated risk for ex-tropical cyclones.

He said this could make way for Coro-
mandel roads to be susceptible to floods
and slips between December and Febru-
ary 2023.

“It does look like a wetter season com-
pared to last summer, what we saw last
summer was dryness kind of built up
during January and then persisted into

Ben Noll says Coromandel roads could be
susceptible to floods and slips this summer.

the Autumn season,” he said.

“I think this year the opportunity for
rainfall events will come at a higher fre-
quency compared to the previous year
like sporadic downpours that can bring
heavy rain and maybe even some local-
ised flooding.

“If you hear of one of those strong
weather systems tracking in, whether
it’s SH25 or wherever you may be locat-
ed and you do live in a very rural place,
maybe stock up on essentials in case you
are cut off due to slips or floods.”

Mr Noll said despite the predicted
summer rainfall, it was “unlikely” to be
a colder than average summer.

“That’s been a theme going on for the
last several seasons, so there’s bound to
be our fair share of hot days,” he said.

“That may even come with elevated
humidity as well, sort of hot sticky nights
that are tough to sleep, the frequency of
those might be elevated.”
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00%

DEMONSTRATOR
AVAILABLE NOW

Call
Graham Sara: 027 654 0915
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Smart bench to be
trialled in Paeroa

Hauraki District Council is part-
nering with Smart City NZ to tri-
al one of their smart benches in
Paeroa this summer.

The smart bench will be installed
in the quad in front of the Paeroa
Information Hub for the commu-
nity to try for three months.

The Smart Bench 1500 Ulira
is powered by solar energy and
stores energy for days where there
is no sunshine and during the
night.

With USB charging ports and a

wifi hotspot, the bench also meas-
ures temperature, air pressure and
humidity.

“This trial is really about trial-
ling the technology, if it is used
and looked after, it could be some-
thing we will see more of in all of
our towns,” Mayor Toby Adams
said.

“I see the bench being a hit with
our youth, but also encourage
visitors to sit and recharge their

hones and themselves, and per-
aps stay a little longer.”

ADVERTORIAL

Budgeting for your pet’s care

In recent times, budgeting has
become more important. Our pets
are part of our families, particularly
cats, dogs, and rabbits. Their care
is not optional; therefore, we need
to allow for their healthcare within
the household budget. Access to
the vet, an annual health check,
routine vaccinations, dental care,
quality pet food, flea and worm
treatments are all high priorities for
your pet to live a long and healthy
life. Anexa Vets are passionate
about your pets. We want what
is best for them. We have been
working on a solution to make
veterinary  requirements more
accessible. After listening to clients
and considering the items on their
wish list, we can now offer the
Bundle pet plan.

Bundle pet plan is available to
cats, dogs and rabbits of all ages.
It includes a pet’s key veterinary
care in an affordable monthly
payment plan for less hassle and
more joy. It offers the freedom of
unlimited vet visits, and the peace
of mind that the annual health
care needs are covered, including
unlimited consults, annual health
check including bloodwork and

urine analysis, routine vaccinations,
microchips and NZCAR registration,
nail clips, and discounts on surgery,
dental care, pet food, flea and
worm treatments.

Our vets take pride in tailoring each
pet’s healthcare to the individual
pets’needs, it was essential to the
team that Bundle did not override
what was best for the pet. We had
to be thoughtful about what was
included. For example, medications
have been excluded so the vet can
provide the client and patient with
the best options for their situation.

Anexa Vets are excited to be able
to offer Bundle pet plan to our
clients. The old adage “Prevention
is better than cure” runs true in the
veterinary world. A general rule of
thumb is the sooner you identify
a disease, the better the outcome
for the pet — by taking the barrier
away from seeing the vet, we hope
to drive even better outcomes for
our patients. For more information
regarding Bundle, visit our website,
www.anexa.co.nz/bundle, or chat
with one of our friendly team.

- Supplied by Anexa

MGATEA WAILIKL

MILKING

For all yvour Dairy Solution, Pumping, lrnigation
solution, Breakdown support and much more.
Senacing the Haurak: Plains since 1984,

- Annu

Te Kauwhata

CHRISTMAS WISH usT
_ unlimited vete
al health check
including a b)l,oo
wrine analysts
_ Routine vaceinations
- 10% off Veteriwary services
- #150 off dentals™
_ aiL trims x4*
_ Microchip and
- 10% off pet food
- 10% off flea and worn tred

22 Main Rd, 07 826 3581

iy

inary consults

d and

NZCAR rego

tmen

Paeroa

?i\ Maramarua Thames
2 515 Ferndale Rd, 09 232 5891
Ngatea

veterinary services

49 Orchard Rd, 07 867 7256

BUNBLE Pet Plan - Less hassle, more joy!

T

8677360

Give unlimited vet consults

Make their Christmas wishes come true - enrol a petin BUN®LE

39 Belmont Rd, 07 862 8815

623 Pollen St, 07 868 7005
anexa.co.nz/bundle

scillating available

YARDSCRAPERS

-

ide to 4.8m Wide

FEL or 3pt Linkage fittin
From: $2000 + GST

Bundle is Anexa’s wellness pet plan. It offers the flexibility to visit the vet whenever advice is
needed, and provides a budget friendly option to manage your pet’s primary veterinary care.
Available for cats, dogs and rabbits of all ages, each plan is tailored to the species needs.

Joining fee |

$35

PERMONTH

Joining fee

$35

PERMONTH

For more details visit anexa.co.nz/bundle or
talk to the team at your local Anexa Vet clinic.

less hassle, more joy

*Conditions apply see
anexa.co.nz/bundle

BUNOLE =

Joining fee

$17

PERMONTH
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= PAEROA FARM

S GERVICES LTD

u Ph: 07 862 8263

We specialise in Milking Machines
& Equipment, Effluent &
Irrigation Systems,
Filtration & Purification,
and Water Pump Supplies &
Installations.

7o cover all your dairy needs.

Email: shop@paeroafs.co.nz
web: www.paeroafarmservices.co.nz

For all your Electrical
Requirements 24/7

Specialist in all
Farm Installations
and maintenance.
Domestic - Rural

Commercial
7 Mahuta North Road,

Hauraki Plains

Tel: (07) 867-5196
Mobile: 027 270 2804

Serving the Hauraki Plains for 25 years

Chrlstmas grlnch conned remdents

“THE OLD P
Vlntage Valley News

As part of a Valley Proﬁ/e series,
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

Christmas

Christmas Grinch in the

hape of a woman imposter
from Ngatea left a trail of chaos
across Auckland in 1932.

In Christmas week she ran up
an account with a taxi driver, and
later called in a well-known sur-
geon, giving the name of a prom-
inent farmer’s wife at Ngatea. Af-
ter arranging for an examination,
she asked the surgeon for a loan
until she could communicate
with her husband.

He found the name the woman
gave in a phone directory, and,
being assured, lent her £2 5s.

She next went to an undertaker,
gave the name of another Hau-
raki Plains farmer, and said
that her husband’s assistant had
just died. She wished to arrange
for the burial, she said. She de-
scribed the body, gave measure-
ments, and then borrowed £1.

She visited two other doctors,
and, telling similar tales, ob-
tained £2 5s from each. All the
money was spent on drinking,

Meanwhile, in 1921, Kerepehi
school children enjoyed the rare
treat at a concert which featured

A Christmas card from 1897.

a Christmas tree ‘growing’ in
the middle of the stage be-
decked with coloured balloons
and presents. It looked the ex-
act replica of trees read about
in books and needed only the
presence of a Santa Claus to
make the picture complete.

When Mr Booth, school
committee chairman, asked
if any child had not received
a present, a hand immedi-
ately shot up from the back of
the hall and a gruff voice said
“me”.

A rather a portly gentleman,
possessing not only a broad
grin but a broad waistcoat,
toddled to the chairman’s ta-
ble and to the amusement of
all received his present, a bal-
loon and bag of sweets.

St George’s Church at
Thames had a makeover in
the lead up to Christmas,
1925. The steeple, which had
rotted to such an alarming

extent that it rocked in windy
weather, was plated in zinc
and iron, and the timbering
strengthened.

The shuttered windows
were renewed and new but-
tresses were constructed
throughout the building.

These and many other re-
pairs were a severe drain
on church funds but parish-
ioners responded generously
to special appeals and a sub-
stantial portion of the required
money was raised. The church
was one of the oldest and best
known in the province.

Meanwhile, the train service
at Waihi meant a large num-
ber of people could get away at
their own convenience for the
Christmas holidays in 1905.

The Railway Department
appeared confident of carry-
ing a lot of people during the
holidays as they had many
reserved carriages lined up in

Photo: SUPPLIED

the station yards, but the ride
from Paeroa to Waihi through
a three quarter mile tunnel,
up a steep grade, with a small,
smoky engine, was not likely
to be very much enjoyed dur-
ing the coming season.

Postal delays caused bewil-
derment in 1899. A Paeroa
resident was sent a goose by
railway on December 23 from
Te Aroha and at the same time
a postcard was sent “Meet the
goose today at the railway sta-
tion”.

The goose reached Paeroa in
half an hour, and, be-
ing expected, was met by
the Paeroa resident on the ar-
rival of the train.

The goose was Kkilled,
plucked, cooked, and about
to be eaten and digested be-
fore the postcard was deliv-
ered next morning, the 24th,
although it reached Paeroa by
the same train as the goose.

COMPREHENSIVE VETERINARY SERVICES
FOR FARM & COMPANION ANIMALS

iuore VETS
Your 100% Local Vets

NGATEA 07 867-7056
PAEROA 07 862-7056
THAMES 07 868-3013

Farm Effluent Eouipment
Full Bystem Design
Tustallation

PL0619006

0800 4 EFFLUENT | www.williamsirrigation.com

Power and
performance

4 78 2242F Kawasaki FR Series

V-Twin - 21.5hp - 42” Cutting Width

TS1 38 Husqvarna Series Engine,
38” Cutting Width,
Hydrostatic Transmission

MIPRESCOTTS

5 .48 A L ES wee
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4,930 RRP

$8,990 RRP

021 285 4870 | +64 7 864 TBO1

Prescotis Garages | 1 Hikuai Setthement Rd
prescottsgarages.coong

Introductory Price

57,990

8,499 RRP

R21 4TC New Model, Husqvarna

Series V-Twin Engine, 94cm Cutting Deck

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product. We also demonstrate and deliver.

() |caRe

5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY"

Terms and Conditions apply. see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

OfferS valid 01/09/22 - 31/01/23, at participating authorised Husqvarna Dealers only, while stocks last.. visit huSanrna.COm today
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Driver rlps up racecourse

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

R(Fa’ckless disregard  of
aeroa’s old racecourse
has been described as “disap-
pointing and sad” by a former
Mayor who doesn’t want to see
the gates closed to the public.

In 2020, Wayne and Chloe
Wright purchased the 33.5
hectare former racecourse with
the intention of developing it
commercially and residential-
ly, as well as opening it up for
community use after years of
being closed to the public.

But an act of vandalism
which saw the driver of a white
station wagon do “wheelies”
within its grounds could risk
the private property’s open
door policy.

“I'm disappointed that there
are some people in our com-
munity who would want to
take advantage and do that
sort of thing to generous bene-
factors of the town,” Basil Mor-
rison said.

“Someone must know who
did it, and surely they must
be disappointed because I cer-
tainly am.”

Mr Morrison is a former
mayor of Hauraki, and now is
the “legs on the ground” for the
Wright family. He keeps an eye
on the racecourse and coordi-
nates usage of the space.

Not only have markets and
festivals been held on the

The lawn at the entrance to the old Paeroa Racecourse has been ripped up.

grounds, but there have been
luncheons hosted and organi-
sations housed, and Mr Morri-
son said people using the space
donate a koha which is given to
the earthquake-strengthening
fund at the Paeroa RSA.

The vandalism occurred
around 11am on Monday, No-
vember 28 and was captured on
video, which has been shown to

the Police.

Mr Morrison said he didn’t
want anybody “locked up” over
the situation, but the offending
was still serious.

“There was such a push-back
when the previous owner shut
the gate and no one was al-
lowed in. The community was
very upset about it,” he said.

“The new owners got bolt cut-

Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

ters, cut the chain and opened
the gates, and they haven’t
been shut since.

“So, while I understand these
things happen... surely when
you hear of people doing good
things, you’d be a bit more re-

spectful.”
Fredez I-lsnmet
Jaurnalism

R
PR

LATE NIGHT SHOPPING

GO Waiht will host a late night
shopping event on December 23
from 6pm to 8pm with spot prizes,
a Shop ‘n” Win prize, Santa’s Elves
and Christmas music. GO Waiht is
offering an opportunity for up to
10 Waihi businesses, charities or
schools to bring a stall downtown
so they can share in the Christmas
buzz. Contact Mel, Ph 021 448
078 to book a space.

CHRISTMAS AT THE VIBE

Thames Toastmasters is holding
the Children’s Colourful Christmas
Read at Create the Vibe on Mary
St on Saturday, December 17,
10am-11lam for children aged
5-10 years and their parents and
caregivers.

THAMES SANTA PARADE

A Santa Dash at 10:50am will
start off the this year’s Thames
Santa Parade on December
17. The parade floats will then
spread cheer and goodwill from
Cochrane St at 1lam before
making their way down Pollen St
and end at Grey St, and parking in
Te Kura o Te Kauaeranga Thames
South School for activities from
noon.

CORRECTION
Incorrect contacts were published
in the Thames Community

Patrol story in The Valley Profile
on December 7. The correct
contact details for the Thames
Community Patrol are: Graeme
Wood, Ph 027 417 8224 or 07 868
8095. The Profile apologises for
the error.

/Richardsons

Paeroa / Ngatea

/Richardsons

25 Shaw Avenue, Paeroa

3 bedrooms all with inbuilt wardrobes

RG1980

$550,000

* Double garage with deck to take in rural backdrop
* Fenced 756sqm (m or |) keeping pets/kids safe

=3l 2 =1

9/100 Taylor Ave, Paeroa

¢ Two double bedrooms

RG1990

 Located within the sought after Kowhai Villas

* Double glazed aluminium joinery

=2l emdl =1

$550,000

607B Augustus Street North, Thames

You will love this modern townhouse situated in the heart of Thames, walking distance to town, in a quiet cul
de sac. This split level home offers an attractive kitchen, open plan living with bifold doors opening out to a
paved patio & a sunny deck area. Internal access garage as well as a carport.

RT5753 - KATHY MUIR 027 33 44 600

$785,000

=3l el =1

Paeroa

* Prime Positioned Property on State Highway 2

 Multi-tenanted Commercial Investment
¢ Ph Rhys Carmichael 027 522 0031

RG1987

$639,000 plus GST (if any)

RN1462

1 Kaikahu Road North, Kerepehi

* 3 bedrooms/open plan living/heat pump
 Covered decking/large garden shed
 Carport /494m2(m or 1) fully fenced section

=3 w1 =1

$495,000

8112 Paeroa Kopu Road, Thames

$495,000

Fronting on to the main road running through Hikutaia village and it's wonderful community the property offers
either a wonderful business base or a residential footprint offering studio living and heaps of room for a
campervan, boat and cars. The current owners are relocating their business.

RT5751 - JON STANDBROOK 021 145 1738

—_1 ] el =1

PAEROA
07 862 7888
54 Belmont Road

NGATEA
07 867 7800
33 Orchard Road

paeroa@richardsons.co.nz ngatea@richardsons.co.nz thames@richardsons.co.nz

THAMES
07 868 6978

556 Pollen Street
Licensed REAA2008

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ

For further properties please visit our website

www.richardsons.co.nz

/Richardsons

Real Estate Ltd MREINZ
Licensed REAA2008
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Thames High drama troupe steps up

By GORDON PREECE

Thames High School stu-
dents have stood tall for
their first public appearance
on stilts.

The stilt walkers are part
of the Thames High Troupe
that was strapped in by drama
teacher Luke Devery at the be-
ginning of the year.

Luke told The Profile it was
his passion project and he had
introduced it to the students
after teaching drama for 16
years at Waihi College.

“The reason for the troupe
is so exciting - it takes the
students out of the classroom
into the real world and opens
up professional and creative
gathways that sometimes can

e a bit hard to find,” he said.

Luke said the troupe also
stemmed from his early years
as a roving performer.

“I started as a mime clown
way back in the day, and
after a few years I went to
Melbourne to study and got
interested in taking it further
so I studied at the John Bolton
Theatre School,” he said.

“While I was at the school I
got very interested in masks,
physical theatre and melo-
drama and Shakespeare, and I
came back and started an un-
dergraduate degree to become
a teacher.

“It was always the fun part
that got me excited about be-
ing in that world and I'm try-
ing to share that excitement
with these kids and give them
that pathway that takes them

Charlie Carr.

beyond their school work into
something a bit more real.”
Luke said the year nine to

troupe.

year 13 students had been
“very excited” to be part of the

Luke Devery, centre, with Thames High School year 10 students Ellie Johnston, left, Kobe Brown, and
Photo: GORDON PREECE

“They’ve never seen anything
like it before and it’s wonderful
to see them bringing their own

skill set into this work. They’re
already making up new acts
and exploring new ways of get-
ting out there,” he said.

“With the mum and dad stilt
walkers, it’s supposed to be an
old world colonial severe tem-
perance woman with a slightly
addled husband pushing a
pram with a contemporary
21st century baby in it.

“The giant pram, that’s a
very old prop, it’s been to the
Edinburgh and Glastonbury
festival many times.”

Luke said stilt walking was
also “not as hard as you think”.
“The only trouble 1s you're

strapped into them so you’re
more vulnerable than you look
and one of the first things we
do is we teach [the students]
how to fall,” he said.

“We also give solo perform-
ers another prop to give them
a third point of balance, and
they’re always wearing knee
pads.”

Luke said the 24 hour Walk-
athon on November 4 was
the first time the stilt walkers
strutted their stuff to the pub-
lic and new acts in the troupe
would begin to follow.

“We put the stilt walkers out
first because they are very vis-
ible, they look great in an envi-
ronment because you can see
them from a long way away,
but there are a lot more masks,
mime and character acts that
we will put out as well,” he
said.

“We’ll start to do events and
festivals around the Coroman-
del and further abroad.”

JOCK MUNRO MOTORS LTD

203 Walter St Thames Ph 07 868 8635 AH 868 8636
All vehicles sold with new W.O.F. and current rego

1999 HOLDEN VECTRA

2.2L Auto, Sedan, Silver, New rego, New WOF,
Original condition _..—eesmeee—ex

2004 TOYOTA ESTIMA

158,000 kms, 2360cc Auto, All Extras, 7 Seats, Best Available

$5,995

TOYOTA

2005 TOYOTA COROLLA GLX
1.8L 5 Speed, All ngtras, Top Condition, Up in kms

LOOK AT
BUYIT

TOYOTA

2006 TOYOTA AVENIS $5,650
109,000kms, Mags, Electrics, In Silver, Inmaculate

2005 TOYOTA SENTRA $4,895
5 door S/Wagon, All extras, 1500cc Auto, 7 seater.

In white. VALUE

2002 TOYOTA CAMRY GL $4,500
2200cc, 5 speed manual, 2.2P, Sedan $3,995

182,000 kms, all extras

1996 HONDA ACCORD
2158cc Auto, Mags, 196,000 kms, Drives Well,
Very smart in Metallic Blue

2001 HONDA CONCERTO

4 Door Sedan, 1600cc, 5 Speed, Up in kms, Very Tidy,

m Drives Well
4 .
L 1_._ \“

q:;é.“i/

JOCK’S EXTRA SPECIAL

1994 MAZDA FAMILIA

CD, Mags, Air Con, Rear Spoiler, Tinted Windows, Central
Locking, 227,550kms, Immaculate Condition,

In Silver

VALUE

$3,600

DAEWOO

$4,695
$3,995

2004 DAEWOO NUBIRA S/WAGON
Original in Meatallic Blue, 1600cc Auto,
143,000kms, GOOD VALUE

$5,850

" BEST
AVAILABLE

QU,CK Choose

—

1999 MITSUBISHI DIAMANTE

Auto, Extras

. VALUE

3to ~
$2,500

2004 HONDA ACCORD EURO

2.4L, 5 Speed Manual, All Extras, Rear Spoiler

TOP CAR

54,995
s

2004 HONDA ODYSSEY AERO
Station Wagon, In White

TO ARRIVE

VALUE

2006 TOYOTA CAMRY SPORT 2007 VW PASSAT S/WAGON

2400cc WTi Auto, All Extras, Original

Up in kms, All Electric Extras, Great Condition ~ VALUE

6,500

1997 FORD LASER A CLASSIC DREAM

2 Door Hatchback, 1600cc Auto, In immaculate
unbelievable condition. Same owner for 19 years. Restore.

JOCK’S SPECIAL
1995 NISSAN PULSAR vaLUE
4 Dr, 1600cc = ‘
Auto, CD, i
Mags,
Sun Roof,
Electrics,
252,000kms

2003 NISSAN BLUEBIRD SYLPHY $4,260
1800cc Auto, 232,000kms $3,495
1992 NISSAN MAXIMA $4,260

2500cc Auto, Up in Kms, Very tidy in white $2,995

1997 HOLDEN VF COMMODORE ACCCLAIM
3.8L Auto, CD, Mags VALUE $3,995
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Simpson to

restand

By GORDON PREECE

Scott Simpson has been reselect-
ed by the National Party to be
its candidate for the Coromandel
electorate at the 2023 election.

The incumbent Coromandel MP
for 11 years told The Profile he was
“thrilled and delighted” to receive
the news of his reselection on No-
vember 30.

“It’s a great honour to have been
selected once again to be the flag-
bearer for the National Party in the
Coromandel electorate,” he said.

“We've got a very big campaign
ahead of us, and the good people
of Coromandel have been kind
enough to elect me at every elec-
tion since 2011 and I'm hoping
that they will do so again.

“But I have never taken it for
granted, I always treat the Coro-
mandel as if it’s the most marginal
electorate in the country and for
me everyday is a campaigning
day.”

Mr Simpson, who retained the
Coromandel seat in the 2020 Gen-
eral Election after beating Labour
candidate Nathaniel Blomfield by
3,505 votes, said one of his high-
lights as the Coromandel MP had
been implementing fibre broad-
band to Coromandel communi-
ties.

“I was able to work closely with
the then minister Amy Adams and
the National government to en-
sure that we have around our re-
gion a really good fibre fast broad-
band to most of our towns and

in Coro

communities,” he said.

“It has meant people have been
able to, for the first time in history
many of them, have been able to
have a work and income earning
opportunity as a result of having
access to fast fibre.

“But we still have some gaps so
that’s an area I'm looking to con-
tinue working on.”

Mr Simpson said he had also
campaigned to keep the Coroman-
del rescue helicopter in Whitianga
for the summer period and long
weekends. He also aimed to im-
prove local roads, including fix-
ing one-lane bridges, particulary
around Tairua.

Mr Simpson said he had also
worked on enlightened and prac-
tical approaches to environment,
transport and climate change is-
sues as the National spokesperson
for the portfolios.

“National is the party of prac-
tical environmentalism, we like
any other New Zealander want to
protect and enhance our natural
environment, we have a lot on of-
fer, much of it is under threat and
we need to have a better RMA [re-
source management act] system,”
he said.

“We have to work with our
farmers and our emitting sectors
of the economy but also with in-
dividuals, families and commu-
nities to do everything we can to
decarbonise our economy, to elec-
trify our economy, and to bend our
emissions curve quickly as we can
before the end of this decade.”

The Valley Profile story, left, has been put in a zip-lock bag and placed in the wall lining

] .
i
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‘Fitting touch’ for plumbing ad

By GORDON PREECE

Rilchard Battson has contin-
ed a family tradition by
placing a recently published
Valley Profile article in the same
spot where a 130-year-old ad for
his Thames family plumbing
business was recently found.

The Profile reported on No-
vember 30 that Richard’s work-
mate Gareth Scott had found a
newspaper advertisement for
Francis Battson Plumbing in-
side the bathroom wall of an old
Thames miner’s cottage on No-
vember 14.

The advert was published in
the The Evening Star newspa-

per in 1892 for the business,
which was established in 1890
by Richard’s great-great-great-
great-great-grandfather, Fran-
cis Battson.

Richard, who is the current
director of the plumbing busi-
ness, told The Profile placing
the article about the find inside
the wall on December 1 was a
“fitting touch”.

“We thought that hopefully
one day down the line if they
do a rennovation or something
like that again on the property
you just never know, it might
be a future generation Battson
plumber who might stumble
across it,” he said.

“My old man [Gordon] was
pretty chuffed with it and I've
still got quite a few friends and
family members saying they've
seen me in the paper, so it’s
been a bit of fun really.

“I put it in a zip lock plastic
bag to keep it preserved.”

Richard said the 130-year-
old remains of The Evening
Star newspaper was “in pretty
average condition” when it was
found. He had passed it on to
Gareth’s father, Jim Scott, to
keep it preserved.

“I think Jim’s on the case to
make a frame up for it from
some of the kauri that was on
site,” he said.

e One Bedroom
Apartment, Level 3
* Two Bedroom
Apartment, Level 1

single garage
ENQUIRE TODAY!

LIFESTYLE V

AVAILABLE NOW

e Two Bedroom Villa, 134sqm,
1 bathroom, guest WC,

Richmond
Villas

LLAGE

offer stylish warmth and light.

Living the lifestyle, [oing the chio

0800 868 5484

STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!

All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel
82 Richmond St, Thames

1ce...

www.richmondvillas.co.nz -~

PHONE US
to view
by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!
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McKenzie Northcott will
deliver Cookie Time buckets
to Hauraki-Coromandel
emergency services on
Christmas Eve.

Photo: GORDON PREECE

Christmas cookies to be donated

By GORDON PREECE

Baked delights will be donated
to Coromandel emergency
services this Christmas Eve to
spread Christmas cheer.

The charity drive initiative was
established by Tairua resident
McKenzie Northcott, who is the
Cookie Time Christmas Cookie
seller for Coromandel as part of
her summer job.

McKenzie’s aim is to donate
200 buckets of cookies to those
at Fire and Emergency New
Zealand, Hato Hone St John,
and Westpac Rescue Helicopter
around Hauraki-Coromandel.

So far, she has 44 charity buck-
ets, which have been donated by
her customers.

“On Christmas Eve, I'll do
a drive along the Coromandel
and divvy the buckets up be-
tween them all, T'll be starting in
Tairua, then heading up to Whi-
tianga, then around to Mata-
rangl, Kiiaotunu, down the coast
and then into Paeroa, Ngatea,
doing the rounds,” she said.

McKenzie decided to do the
charity drive because many
emergency services workers
didn’t get to spend Christmas
with their loved ones because
they were out rescuing on the
beach, she said.

“I thought it would be pretty
cool to donate buckets on Christ-
mas Eve so at least they felt like
they were having Christmas or
have the opportunity to take

some buckets home for their
\évhanau at the end of Christmas
ay.

“The population in the Coro-
mandel goes from 0 to 100 over
the summer, which means the
amount of rescues also go from
0 to 100 and sometimes they’re
not recognised for all their hard
work so it’s nice to recognise
them.” McKenzie, who has just
completed a management stud-
ies degree with honours in ac-
counting from the University of
Waikato, is selling cookies over
summer prior to starting a full-
time job at Pricewaterhouse-
Coopers in Hamilton.
DONATIONS: Ph 0800 XCOOKIE,
email: mckenzie.northcott@christ-
mascookies.co.nz.

Get Outdoors: Brilliant Boredom Busters for Kiwi Kids
This book has so many ideas to get your body moving
and your brain inventing, you’ll be out the door and off
on adventures before you know it! From the author of
the award-winning Beginner’s Guide to Hunting and
fishing in New Zealand, Get Outdoors is full of fun ideas
to get your body moving and your brain inventing. You
can... Launch a rocket; explore the great outdoors; jump
on a bike; fly a kite; build an epic fort; grow something green; fossick in a
creek; make nature art; swim and snorkel; pitch a tent; sleep under the
stars ... and so much more. With all the all the fabulous ideas, projects
and activities in this book you’ll never get bored out of doors!

ROAR SQUEAK PURR by Jamie Oliver

IA marvellous menagerie of more than 200 animal po-
ems by Aotearoa’s best writers, ROAR SQUEAK PURR
shows just how fun poetry can be, and is sure to in-

of this book you will meet creatures large and small.
They might pad, or skitter, swoosh or soar. They could
be fuzzy, feathery, suckery, scaly or spiky. These animals
might ROAR or squeak or Purr. Just like the animals they
are about, these poems come in all shapes and sizes!

Atua - Maori Gods and Heroes

Gavin Bishop’s stunning, once-in-a-generation compen-
dium introduces readers to the pantheon of Maori gods,
demigods and heroes, and explores Aotearoa’s most ex-
citing legends from the Creation to the Migration. Meet
the gods, demigods and heroes of the Maori people of
Aotearoa in this breath-taking, large-scale illustrated
book for children. Fascinating, beautiful and informative,
this once-in-a-generation compendium deserves a place on every book-
shelf. NZ Children’s Book of the Year.

Spaceboy, A Supersonic Adventure, by David Walliams
Go back to the Space Race with No.1 bestselling author
David Walliams for a breathless cinematic adventure full
of mystery, action, laughs and surprises — and a secret
that could change the course of history... America. The
1960s. Ruth loves climbing trees, making a mess and
throwing stones. But the thing she loves most is SPACE.
Until one night, Ruth creeps out of bed to watch the §
stars — and is just dozing off when she spots something
blazing across the sky. Something that looks like a flying saucer! When
the UFO crash-lands in the cornfield, and Ruth rushes to help, she finds a
mystery —and an adventure — beyond her wildest dreams.

- Book reviews by Carson’s Bookshop
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| Merry Christmas

to all of our community.

Thank you for
supporting local.

We will be closed Christmas Day and New Year’s Day only

Q&
Carson's

BOOKSHOP#1906

07 868 6301

600 Pollen St, Thames

www.carsonsbookshop.co.nz

WWWw.

PROGRAMMES

AVAILABLE FOR 2023

If school wasn’t your scene, or if you want to learn to earn, these

are some of the FREE options we have for you:

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how

to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2,

Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua (15 weeks)

Horticulture Level 3 (29 weeks)
Health & Well Being Level 3

Prep for Success

We also offer some fee paying short programmes — Barista and
Defensive driving lessons and Learners courses

Call us for pricing.

Valley Education

Jree courses e free transport

07 868 7892
textus 027 314 1577

Call or

.C0.Nz
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Glovisus F00D - Glovious (OFFLEE

Asparagus avocado salad

This salad goes together fantastically
with ham and is a family favourite,
so easy to prepare. Swaping out the
blue cheese for shaved parmesan also
works. Make the vinaigrette in bulk
and you will always be ready to dress
a salad.

- Supplied by Glory Cafe
INGREDIENTS ——
2-3 bunches of Asparagus
1 avocado PHONE 07 867 7]57

1/4 cup of walnuts chopped

3 tablespoons of blue cheese, crum-
bled

1/4 Cup of French Vinaigrette

PLI117003

CHEESE
BARN

T P A A R LT

Café & Shop OPEN 7 Days

BioGro Organic Cheese &
Yoghurt. Gelato & Sorbet made
on site. Deli lines & Giftware.
Animal Farm and outdoor area.

4 Wainui Road, Matatoki, RD1
Thames Ph 07 868 1284
www.thecheesebarn.co.nz

French Vinaigrette

1/4 teaspoon of crushed garlic

2 tablespoons red- or white-wine vin-
egar

1/4 teaspoon fine sea salt, or to taste
2 teaspoons Dijon mustard

4 to 6 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
Freshly ground black pepper to taste
Whisk to blend

METHOD

Cut asparagus into 5 cm pieces
and cook in boiling salted water for 5
minutes, cool in ice water or just the
cold tap would work. Place in a serv-
ing bowl, add diced avocado, scatter
walnuts and crumble over the blue
cheese.

Drizzle french vinaigrette over and ; - - . .
serve. This asparagus, avocado salad is a family favourite. Photo: SUPPLIED

Licenced Cafe HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

Real Fruit Ice Cream ki
Great Coffee “:E:'E";.EE.EEL}

(0] daily f 12
pen carly tfrom 1epm ﬁ We MJfaffourfove/J/ customers ﬁ

Fresh Seafood DR (" . .-, oy Christmas soason” s
: . a8 offering thirst quenching beverages
F]_Sh'"& .Chlps o & homestvle soul food Fresh bread, pies, We bave .. European & NZ
| gL . y salads & toasties Deligoods  artisan cheeses
e 3 = We have a buffet menu avarlable for large .
Balt — bookings, please contact us for detalls Catering _ . Charcuterie
T W H A R F “The home of Fliza's Llaim Gold Gin” Distilled on site MON - FRI Beautiful pantry '
= - :8am to 5pm = 8am to 3pm
Shortland Wharf, Thames 8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge 22 Belmont Rd Paeroa Ph: 021139 3834

Ph: 868 6528 Cafe Ph: 868 6828 Waikino
E:thamesfish@xtra.co.nz

E: info@providencepantry.co.nz

www.thamesfisheries.co.nz Ph: 07 863 8381 « E: info@waikinohotel.nz www.providencepantry.co.nz

THE How can we help you? A waffle is like a pancake
What do we cater‘?....Everythlng' :
i g iR with a syrup trap
F“But UFFI[E Brunch ﬂ - Mitch Hedberg
Hais] il b ki We cater from small =R "' And we can cater
Lunch private gatherings to M to your needs... He was-a bold man
o - : large scale events. * Buffet who first ate an Oyster
it fi Dinner - Weddings & «Ala Carte AN
1 ,'}' ;'1'_‘:. . I Funerals * Morning & Afternoon - Jonathan Wlﬁ‘
""‘l | {:utering » Corporate Events  § Teas
o | — «Team Building * High Teas s
Events i biion, Let food be thy medicine and
10 Orchard Road West, Ngatea Contact us to plan the catering for your next event.

p: 07 867 7714 Kris Burton 022 380 9735 medzcmg be thy food.
; email burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com A Hlppocrates

ookidthepublicolfice con
e: book@thepublicoffice.conz facebook @burtonscatering * website burtoncatering.co.nz
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4 TREE

" SHAPES
Quatifed Andoncts

-+ Treework Large & Small

#+ Stump Grinding + Hedge Trimming

4= Fruit Tree Pruning 4+ Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

Architectural design
Plans and documentation for
alterations and
additions to existing buildings.
Building consent applications.
LBP Design - Contact Richard
Tel: 022 050 3157
Email: richard @sketch-it.co.nz

BUILDER /| CARPENTER
QuALIFIED & LICENSED LBP.

Many years
experience.
Ph Peter
027 496 5241

BUILDING SERVICES

Q)

Kitchens * Bathrooms * Pergolas * Fencing
Decks * Gibbing * Tiling * Landscaping
Home Maintenance and Much More ...

PROFESSIOMAL
TRADE SERVICES

3 Coronation St, Paeroa Ph 0800 088 001
CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

e Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
o Section clearing
e Gardening

® Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 o Odd jobs considered
John Hedges © One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

ELECTRICIAN

@1

. INNIS ELECTRICAL
027 539 5572

theinnis@xtra.co.nz

R
N

Al Domestlc
&l Industrial R
A Commercial <
& New Installations

4| Re-Inspections

& Electrical WOF’s

Registered
) Electrician &
Electrical lnspector

Covering Paeroa and surrounding area._

HAIRDRESSER

HAIRCUTS
WALK INS
WELCOME
NEw
LOCATION
OPPOSITE
MITRE 10

POLLEN ST
THAMES

%H;hﬂ 1€
SEISSOrS

APPOINTMENTS
NOT NEEDED

Quantity Surveying

Residential & Commercial Construction
Pre-Construction Services
Estimates e Tenders e Trade Measures
Administration
CCA Progress Claims e Variations e Final Account

imeasure limited

Professional Building Services
Contact James - Ph 027 515 4004
email : imeasure@outlook.com

BUILDING SUPPLIES

For all your
building supplies
Trade welcome

79 Kopu Rd, Thames
Phone 868 0130

DRIVING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses®
Defensive Driving courses*
Book now 027 314 1577 (text or phone)
*register your interest
*see if you are eligible for free courses
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

BEET=]

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

CALL THE EXPERTS :

ARCHITECTURE

Flash Excavations offer:s ”bretty much anyihmg you can do with a digger”. Photo: SUPPLIED

‘Fast and efficient’ excavations

lash Excavations offers a variety of ex-
cavation services to clients nationwide,
including in the Hauraki-Coromandel area.

Director Matt ‘Flash’ Becher said the
Bombay-based business with 10 staff had
operated for six and a half years, and the
path for its success was dug from its “fast
and efficient” work.

“We offer pretty much anything you can
do with a digger from subdivisions, rural
farm work to drainage, roading, house
cuts, forestry work, civil works, retaining
walls, stormwater, and heavy haulage,” he
said.

“We have a good client base with some
quite big companies, and usually when
we go and do one job they get us back
because of how well we’ve done it.

“Fast and efficient, that’s our company
motto, working well as a team, doing the
job safely and correctly, and keeping the
client happy.”

Flash said the business planned to work
with property developers on small and
large subdivisions and railworks in the
future.

Email: info@flashexcavations.co.nz or
ph: 021 215 8704

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

. Digger, Bulldozer

a8 & Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHonE Tiv 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

FIREWOOD

SPLINTA’S FIREWOOD

SERVICES

Old Man Pine ® Gum ¢ Mac ¢ Pine

Free delivery to Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea & Te Aroha

Ph: 0800 7754 6827
0 splintasfirewood
Email: splintasfirewood@gmail.com

HEAVY HAULAGE
SERVICES

Tipper Truck
Kenworth T909
TRANSPORTER
Truck Anp TRAILER
3R4/3R8 Winener
“PROVIDING SERVICES
THROUGHOUT THE

AUCKLAND AND
WAIKATO REGIONS”

€2

Fast & Efficient
R, 021215 8704
#58 FLASHEXCAVATIONS.CO.NZ

FLASHEXCAVATIONSLTD@GMAIL.COM

Bl  rpaNnTER
TEAt Fam

I'I.ulpul'H i"-'..iu-hh'

* Interior & Exterior ¢ Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.

PET FOOD

- gnaw on raw §

- Beef - Chicken - Goat - Horse
» Lamb & Tripe - Meat Mixes
+ Specialty Mixes - Bones - Veal

Don’t
nibble on kibble

£

- FREE Delivery *

Call the Gardener

Hunts Home Kills

We have over 30 years of butchery expertise.

* We are dedicated to you, the customer.
* Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
¢ Professional facilities.

* Smoked meats are our specialty. -

¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
¢ Game orders over 10kg
* Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 e Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: butchersapron@yahoo.co.nz
W: huntshomekills.nz e Follow us on FB

DOGIREATS

ThamesjMarket:
everyiSaturday.”:
RainlorShine

E: debstra’dogs@gmail.com
FB: DebisiDog’Treats‘n‘Meats

/ SERVICES
3 v

gy
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Traditional & Bespoke Funerals
Direct Cremation
Pre-Planning

Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

MOBILE MECHANIC

= *mobile

o 24
mechanics

We come to you...
" Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks,
campervans, machinery & small engines
3" Batteries available
Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

PLUMBER

Wy

PLUMBING * DRAINAGE ¢ GASFITTING
GENERAL MAINTENANCE
Thames 07 868 6021
Whitianga 07 866 0070
Whangamata 07 865 7151
Waihi Beach 07 863 5621
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CLASSlFlEDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

Lost

BROKENSHIRE & ROSS M 0276 409 005

WO | Gan, P, . §, AT AL § PR Gl TR P 07 868 9820

nicole.clapp@harcourts.co.nz
harcourts.co.nz

Gold Star Real Estate Ltd

» - i o g . Licenced Agent REAA 2008
'i- Nicole 519 Pollen St, Thames
| Clapp Harcourts

RUBBISH REMOVAL

SERVICES

Plumbing ¢ Drainlaying
Roofing * Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500
E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

Phone us or

book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

LIQUID

Death Notice

ANENSIUNITED :

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

SPECIAL ,
,PORTALOO HIRE |

CLASS'F'EDS - Deadline 1pm Monday

WASTE
ISTS

TYRES & BATTERIES

— TYRE ind BATTERT

» Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

Wanted to Buy | Gardening

Garage Sale

RUSSEK,

Wain Michael (Nunga):
Born September 24,
1938. Passed away

on December 2, 2022.
There’s only one Nunga
Russek, and he died
very peacefully. This
dork was loved by
many, including his wife
Heather, his children
Lynley, Angela, Peter
and Melanie, and their
respective partners
James, George,

Angela and Mitch. He
was cherished by his
grandchildren: Daniel
(partner Bidi), Morgan
(husband Jabe), Arianna
(partner Greg), and
Max. He was loved

by his three great
grandchildren Eva, Kaia
and baby Boh. Dad
was loved by close
family friend Mike,

and many friends and
wider families and the
community. Dad loved
his family, his mates, his
sports, his garden, his
cats, and he loved a bad
meat pie!

The Memorial Service
and Full Celebration

of Nunga'’s life will be
held on Tuesday 20th
December 2022 at the
Thames Rugby and
Sports Club at 3pm.

& ity iz

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Caravans, horse

floats, boats, trailers,
motorbikes, outboards,
quads. Any condition,
anywhere. Ph Steve 027

Stump Grinding. All
sizes, all areas. Free
quote. Ph 021 060
7659

10c Albert St Waihi.
Saturday 17th, 8am
start. Household
clearance, trampoline,
boy’s bike etc

$1000 reward for my safe return
to my owner.

My cat Tinkerbelle (Tinkee) is missing. Last month | moved
into Norwood Road Paeroa and she has been gone since
2/12/2022. She is very small & thin (thinner than pic) & has
a tail that is a bit stubby at the end & extra toes on her paws.
Microchipped & spayed. She is very very very timid and likely
to be hiding - Please look around your neighbourhood for
her. She may be hiding under or behind something or under
your neighbours house/decks.

PLEASE LOOK FOR HER & if spotted
call/text me. 022 137 0145.

Any information gratefully received.

To me this cat is everything.

Please help me bring Tinkee home.

Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth
Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974,
notice is hereby given that for the purpose of a
community event organised by the Waihi Lions
Art and Street Festival committee it is intended
to close the following road to ordinary vehicular
traffic for the period indicated hereunder.

622 0011
Public Notice Situations Situations Vacant
Vacant
Proposed Temporary Hﬁ](] INDIAN CURRY COOK FRONT OF HOUSE "'\ -:ai.-;': i HT-.l.:il..:.::lt_nf_rtr.hnnl
Freshway Ngatea is looki ics. i i
Road Closure thny by feshway Nga ;?rs looking Gastronomics, in Thames, has a part time KITCHEN ASSISTANT

position leading to full time.

During the proposed period of closure provision
will be made for ordinary vehicular traffic,

Wages $28.00 hour, : 7.00am - 1.00pm Monday-Friday.
\ d‘to tr:our week. Must be reliable and able to work weekends. Term time only, 6 month fixed term contract
eed to have experience Start date 1st February 2023
and be good at taking . Phone 8§8 6008 or . To apply emailry
responsibility. email gastronomicss@hotmail.com amber@millerave.school.nz
Send us your cv to for more information. or phone 07 862 8602
freshwayngatea@gmail.com
Situations Vacant Situations Vacant

which would otherwise use the road, to use
alternative routes.

Period of closure: Saturday 28 January 2023
between 8.00am and 3.00pm.

Road to be closed: Seddon St Waihi, between
between Montrose Road and Haszard Street,
not including the intersections.

Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular
traffic will be made with signs, cones and
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.

It will be an offence under the above regulations
for any person otherwise than under authority
of an authorised permit to use the road for
ordinary vehicular traffic during the proposed
period of closure.

Any objections should be directed to Business
Unit Administration on 07 862 8609 or
tmp@hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 21 January 2023.

L D Cavers
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

©

Van & School Bus Drivers

Get on Board with Go Bus Transport and come
join our great team! We are looking for permanent
Part-Time Van and School Bus Drivers in Waihi,
Thames, Ngatea, Maramarua, Tairua, Coromandel
town and Pauanui to start end of January 2023.

What you need:

e Enjoy being with young people and have their
safety and welfare at heart

e Class 1 (at least 2 years)

e Class 2 Licence (we can help you obtain this)
e P endorsement (we can help you obtain this)
e A responsible and caring approach

If you want to be part of a business that is making
a difference in your community then we want to
hear from you! Our recruitment process includes a
Drug and Alcohol Test and Police Vetting check.
Contact Gary at Go Bus on 027 375 4189 or
Gary.Brown@gobus.co.nz

PAPER RUNNERS

We have vacancies for reliable paper runners in Thames to deliver the newspaper
that is being read.
Please contact Geoff on 021 100 8709 or email admin@valleyprofile.co.nz
for more information.

Profile

For Sale

NEWSPRIN

Roll ends for sale
800mm wide, varying lengths, $10 ea
Available at the
Valley Profile office:
2 Queen St, Paeroa
Call first to check availability:
Ph 022 619 4889

Perfect for school holidays - art and craft,

e

—

Profile

moving, table coverings and more .....
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Jo Moriarty with one of the artworks that will be on dlsplay

Exhibition to raise funds

By GORDON PREECE

ato Hone St John are holding
an Art Exhibition and Sale in
Waihi in the new year.

The two-day art event to be held
at Waihi Memorial Hall will be a
fundraiser for the new modern,
fit for purpose, Waihi Ambulance
Station which looks set to begin its
build in 2023.

The Art Exhibition and Sale
will feature new and pre-loved
art works and some crafts, and
the Area Committee is currently
seeking donations of works for the
event.

Jo Moriarty, from the Waihi
Area Committee, said many beau-
tiful pieces had already been do-
nated, from both local artists and
residents.

“Now we’d like to add to that.
We'd really appreciate any new or
pre-loved art you can donate.

Jo said the new Waihi Ambu-

lance Station will be built on the
site of the current station in John-
ston Street, and the concept plans
will be on display during the event.

“The Art Exhibition and Sale
is just the latest in many years of
fundraising efforts,” she said.

“Alongside sausage sizzles, raf-
fles, community events and grant
applications there have been gen-
erous donations and bequests
from the public.

Jo said canvas, watercolours,
oils, pastels, posters, and framed
prints would be on display at the
event.

The community was encouraged

to get behind the art event, with
every piece donated to help fund
the building of this essential com-
munity facility, she said.
DETAILS: Waihi Art Exhibition and
Sale, January 6-7, Waihi Memorial
Hall, 10am-3pm, to donate art works
contact: Jo Moriarty 021 066 3646 or
Sheila Cummings 027 721 7711.

We welcome your sports results, email:

editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

SPORTS RESULTS

TOP LEFT: Winners of the Prlmary Division: Mary-Ellen Weatherhead and Colleen Muir of the Pakuranga with club patron
Claire Twentyman; BOTTOM LEFT: Winners of the Intermediate Division. Pam and Neal Henderson of Pakuranga; RIGHT:

Winners of the Premier Division: Jim Dixon of Howick and John Wood of Pakuranga.

CROQUET

After a four-year hiatus following
the devastating January, 2018,
storm which inundated and dam-
aged our lawns with seawater,
the Thames Croquet Club, at 101
Beach road, held its first tourna-
ment on its home grounds to cel-
ebrate its 116th birthday on No-
vember 19.

The day dawned fine and 40
keen croquet players from as far
afield as Warkworth enjoyed a
full day of enjoyable and competi-
tive tournament play. Other clubs
represented were Pakuranga, Ho-
wick, Hamilton East, Claudelands,
Waihi, Morrinsville, Whangamata,
Paeroa and Thames. Following
a sumptuous afternoon tea, the
winners of each division were
presented with their prize money
by our club Patron, Claire Twenty-

man. The tournament was gener-
ously sponsored by Twentymans
Funeral Directors.

CRICKET

The unpredictable spring weather
pattern which has extended into
early summer this year, has spoilt
cricket matches at all levels in re-
cent weeks.

Hauraki Plains College First Xl
players had fortunately dodged
the rain on match days more of-
ten than most but luck ran out
for them and their Hillcrest High
School opponents in Hamilton last
Saturday.

However, rather than abandon
play altogether, players and man-
agers from both teams agreed to
wait until the skies cleared and
then a hastily arranged 20 overs
per team was substituted for the

Photos: SUPPLIED
scheduled 50 over competition
game. Hillcrest came out on top in
this encounter. With the weather
still holding off at the conclusion
of this entertaining encounter, a
further 10 overs per team game
was called between two groups of
cricketers simply wanting to play
their sport.

Sadly the weather man again
opened the flood gates and this
match was abandoned after
twelve overs had been bowled.

Details of the unofficial match-
es: Hillcrest High School 134 for
8 wickets off 20 overs. Logan Do-
duinski 2/15, Andy Rogers 2/19
defeated Hauraki Plains College
90 /8 wickets. Cullen Crowe 30.
10 Overs per Team Matchup: Hill-
crest 61. Hauraki 28 after two
overs Trent Ball 21 not out. (Match
abandoned).

- Mike Cotter

GET IT ON

® Google Play

s Download on the

@& App Store

coromandelApp

YUY Local news and information at your fingertips!

Download the Coromandel App for up-to-date local news from around the Coromandel Peninsula
and Hauraki districts, plus road and weather reports, local activities, trades & services, things to do,
local markets, shopping, dining, community information and much more!

The Coromandel App is powered by your local team at the Valley Profile, with
our award-winning journalists providing local news you can trust

Get your business on the Coromandel App for a cost effective way to reach your customers with
listings, banners or in-story adverts. Pricing starts from just 510 + GST per week!
Find out more: Ph 022 130 3885, nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

DOWNLOAD FREE TODAY!
Protfile

ADS FROM jusT

*10

+ GST
PER WEEK
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THAMES VALLEY

CREMATORY
— LU  —

For additional information

DIRECT CREMATION

Thames: (15km radius) $2595 incl GST
Other areas: Whangamata, Waihi, Whitianga, Paeroa, idZels

Ngatea $2895 incl GST

LOCAL

please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz
CONTACT: 07 868 6003

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Pets

-

Forever

PET CREMATORIUM

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.
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Puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz
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EASY

JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS 76 Crisis (9) 40 Sit for (4)

1 Angry (3,5,3,6) 77 Wide (5) 45 Stringed instrument
10 Unbent (8) 78 Progress (7) (5)

15 Save from danger 83 Blunt criticism (8) 46 Answer (8)

(6) 84 Settle by 47 Arouse (6)

16 Astuteness (10) concession (10) 48 Causes for

MEDIUM

17 Unlawful entry (8) 85 Religious witchcraft complaint (10)
19 Letgo (7) (6) 49 Short letter (4)
21 Fret (5) 86 Newspaper 50 Crux (7)

22 Faulty (9)

25 Of greatest
importance (9)

27 Quarantine (7)

29 Old name for China
(6)

33 Foot lever (5)

34 Recording tape
container (8)

36 Intentional (10)

39 Racetrack circuit (3)
41 Radioactive
element (7)

42 Go with (6)

employee (8)

87 Give a fresh start by
cancelling the record of
past offences (4,3,5,5)

51 Rebound (6)

52 Incident (5)

54 Lazy (4)

55 Very old (7)

56 Bacon slice (6)

61 Horologist (10)

63 Alphabetic
reference (5)

67 Green vegetable (8)
68 Adhesive (4)

69 Iron lever (7)

72 Sloping letters (7)
73 Fold mark (6)

74 Ornament pinned to

DOWN

2 Unlocked (6)

3 Male relation (5)

4 Expected (3)

5 Getup (4)

6 Spear (7)

7 Poltroon (6)

8 Roadway division (4)
9 Put together (8)

43 Rectangular (6) 11 Import or export clothing (6)

44 Break (4) duty (6) 75 Eastern temple (6)
45 Trace (7) 12 Affiliated (10) 79 Witty (5)

48 Cloudy, fizzy, spicy 13 Pleased (4) 80 Hobble (4)

drink (6,4)
53 Competitiveness (7)
57 Unctuous (4)

14 Give evidence (7)
18 Popular book (4-6)
20 Drench (4)

81 Church recess (4)
82 Second Greek letter
(4)

58 Handwriting (6) 23 Faithful (5) 85 Compete (3)
59 Small dish (6) 24 Bomb fragments (8)

60 Energy sugar (7) 26 Versus (7)

62 Hole in needle (3) 28 Protect (7)

64 Appealing (10)

65 Tobacco poison (8)
66 Trainee (5)

69 Option (6)

70 Growled (7)

71 Hearth (9)

30 Official order (6)
31 Concentrated (6)
32 Victor (6)

35 Japanese dish (5)
37
38

Unoccupied (5)
Ladder step (4)

3/4/2(79/6|8/15
57/8[(1/2/3]|9|6/4
9/1 6854|237
4/2/3|6/8/5|1/79
8/ 3/7(549[6/21

EASY

HARD

~|©

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

ACROSS: 1 Glimpse, 4 Anticlimax, 9 Fantasy, 13 Easy, 14 Apathy, 15 Public, 16 Matinee, 18 Set, 20
Dictionary, 21 Unbroken, 22 Agape, 25 Scrape, 26 Fleece, 28 ltinerary, 33 Pampered, 34 Fracas, 35
Comfort, 39 Neurotic, 40 Bovine, 41 Hall, 42 Natty, 43 Edges, 46 Go like hot cakes, 53 Elect, 56 Ditty,
57 Weds, 58 Urbane, 59 Colander, 62 Jealous, 63 Spinet, 64 Epidemic, 67 Supersede, 69 Pester, 70
Pacify, 74 Alert, 75 Circular, 77 Cheesed off, 81 Aim, 83 Mongrel, 84 Queues, 85 Osprey, 86 Edgy, 87
Lectern, 88 Ventilated, 89 Admirer.

DOWN: 1 Greed, 2 Insecure, 3 Expand, 4 Actor, 5 Toys, 6 Capture, 7 Imbibe, 8 Amigo, 10 Ajar, 11
Trigger, 12 Sleepy, 17 Diaphanous, 19 Feint, 23 Headlock, 24 Proof, 25 Strange, 27 Lard, 29 Trachea,
30 Spring, 31 Lament, 32 Critic, 34 Faith, 36 Frail, 37 Bung, 38 Flee, 44 Drivel, 45 Extol, 47 Qbey, 48
Insipid, 49 Equine, 50 Orbit, 51 Condense, 52 Shower, 53 Eradicated, 54 Eddy, 55 Tyranny, 60 Cured,
61 Bite, 65 Aspic, 66 Disorder, 68 Upright, 69 Parasol, 71 Alcove, 72 Flaunt, 73 Geneva, 76 Cause, 78
Hoped, 79 Foyer, 80 Dear, 82 Most.
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SPORTS

By GORDON PREECE

hames Valley Rugby Union

offloaded $20,000 to Gold-
fields School on December 2
to go towards new projects to
support its 87 students.

Thames Valley Swampfoxes
head coach David Harrison
told The Profile it was the fifth
year the union had donated to
the Paeroa school, with funds
raised this year through sales
of supporter socks.

“We've been doing jersey
auctions I think the last four
seasons and I think there’s only
so much of the one thing you
can do, so we tried to change it
up,” he said.

“There’s only 22 jerseys that
people could win in auction
and the socks were $20 so it
hopefully gave more people the
opportunity to be a part of it.

“A lot of them knew the
money was going towards
Goldfields so that was pretty
awesome to be able to support
that.”

David said just under 1000
pairs of socks were sold and
the union topped it up to give
the donation an even score of
$20,000.

He said the team also contin-
ued to strengthen its relation-
ship this year with the school.

“We brought all our players
into the school [in September]

Goldfields students, David Harrison, centre, and TVRFU game development officer James Higgins, left,

with the $20,000 cheque.

and it was really cool to spend
some time in the classrooms
with the teachers and the stu-
dents and our players get a
taste of why we do it, the cause
that we’re supporting and it’s
always special,” he said.

“Even players who had been
in the team before they get to
reconnect and the new ones
can see what it’s all about and

understand why we do it.”

Goldfields School principal
Cam McKenzie said the dona-
tion was a bonus point as the
partnership the school had
with the team and the union
was important.

“The players are role mod-
els to the students and I think
the students are role models to
them,” he said.

Photos: GORDON PREECE

“Every year we work on ways
to make [the relationship]
better and we work on engag-
ing the students more and the
players meeting the students
so they know who they’re play-
ing for and the students love it
when they come into school.”

Mr McKenzie said some of
donated funds would go to-
wards a new school library

¢The players are
role models to
the students and |
think the students
are role models to
them.”

- Cam McKenzie

called the Foxes Den, which is
planned to open in February.

“I's going to have the
Swampfoxes logo on the front
door and a mural inside with
a fox on it and a place for stu-
dents from all across the school
to go and read, do literacy and
be around books,” he said.

“[Tt will cost] around $3500
but that will be ongoing be-
cause books will be bought
overtime and books would
need to be replaced.

“We’re going to invite the
Swampfoxes and a kaumatua
to open the room.”

Mr McKenzie said the re-
maining funds would go to-
wards another school van
with the Swampfoxes logo on
it, which is planned to hit the
streets early next year.

The union donated $30,000
to Goldfields School last year,
which was used to purchase a
new school van in March.

Call us to find out more or visit suzuki.co.nz

T&Cs: Promotion available between 26/9/22 to 31/12/22 on new Suzuki JR80, DR-Z125, DR-Z125L, LT-Z50 and LT-Z90. Free Tool Set is covered by the manufacturer’s warranty, and valued at $79.98.
Available through participating authorised Suzuki dealers. An interest rate of 5.99% p.a. is available to approved applicants of UDC Finance. Offer is available between 26/09/22 to 31/12/22 on a loan term of
24 months, from no deposit on regular monthly payments. Normal UDC lending and credit criteria apply and includes a $305 documentation fee and $10.35 PPSR.

WHYTELINE.CO.NZ |

39 PUKE ROAD, PAEROA |

HAURAKI'S HOME OF € SUZUKI

$suzuki

07 862 8783




