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Valley Education
07 868 7892

027 314 1577

DRIVING ACADEMY
Learners Licence Course.

Lessons to get you
to a full licence.

Defensive Driving Course.

free courses • free transport

Call or
text us

Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

TBA to operate Thames info services at original site, P2

Talk to
us about our
Community
Fund

TheDiproseMiller Community Fund assists with funding for projects and events
carried out by not-for-profit organisations and individuals in our local area.

Apply today.
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Princeton University will be a far 
cry from the rural Puriri Jared 

Sewell has grown up around.
But the 18-year-old is taking 

everything in his stride as he em-
barks on his latest journey: study-
ing electrical and computer en-
gineering at one of the USA’s Ivy 
League colleges.

The former Hauraki Plains Col-
lege student was awarded scholar-
ships to both Princeton and Yale 
universities, and opted for the for-
mer as it had a stronger engineer-
ing programme. 

He’ll be heading across oceans 
come August, and told The Profile 
he was looking forward to learn-
ing alongside people from all over 
the world under the tutelage of 
distinguished, Nobel Prize win-
ning professors. 

“I’ve spent a lot of time away 
from home travelling since finish-
ing high school at the end of 2022, 
so I’m comfortable making the 
move,” he said.

Jared started taking his NCEA 
exams in Year 8 and was NCEA 
Level 3 endorsed with excellence 
by Year 10 - three years ahead of 
the curve. 

While at high school, he also 
completed six university papers 
towards an engineering degree 
with A+ results; and graduated 
from the Universal College of 
Learning with a certificate in IT.

Since leaving school, he has 
walked the Te Araroa Trail - docu-
menting his efforts on his You-
Tube channel, On the trail NZ 
- and has spent time in Norway, 
France, Montenegro, and Ger-
many.

Eventually, he would like to cre-
ate his own start-up company.

“I would definitely say I enjoy 
the process of learning - every lit-
tle piece of knowledge helps me 
understand the world a little bet-
ter,” he said. 

“Higher education is just anoth-

er step towards my goals.”
Jared said that after he’d out-

grown his primary school’s cur-
riculum, he was fortunate to be in 
full-time correspondence school 
from Years 6 to 8. 

When he started full-time at 
Hauraki Plains College in Year 9, 
the school was “very accommodat-

ing” and placed him into classes at 
the level he was working at.

His advice for anyone wanting 
to follow in his footsteps was: “to 
always go beyond what is required 
and show initiative anywhere you 
can”.

“These highly prestigious uni-
versities really value these things. 

They want to see that you can think 
for yourself, make and achieve 
your own goals, and not just go 
along meeting the requirements.

“Always set the highest goals, 
even if they sound crazy - at least if 
you don’t reach them, you will still 
have achieved something great.

“I’m really excited to be enter-

ing this next stage in my academic 
journey,” he said, “and I’m just re-
ally happy that my work has paid 
off.

“The work is far from being done 
though - this is just the beginning.”

 Jared Sewell, 18, atop the Lofoten 
Islands in Northern Norway last 

month.  Photo: SUPPLIED

Taking on theTaking on the
 World World

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air



The Thames Business Association is the 
new operator of the town’s informa-

tion services, bringing it back to its origi-
nal home in Mary St.

Thames’ i-Site ceased operation in 2021 
and was replaced with the Thames Infor-
mation Kiosks at the Goldfields Shopping 
Mall - the contract for which is coming to 
an end with Thames-Coromandel District 
Council on June 30.

After putting a call-out to manage and 
operate a new Thames Information Cen-
tre, council received five expressions of 
interest, and while Goldfields Mall did put 
its hand up for continuing the service, uti-
lising AI technology to make it affordable 
in place of a face to face resource, it was 
the Thames Business Association which 
the Thames Community Board voted to 
be the preferred operator of the info site, 
to be based at the Civic Centre on Mary St.

Association chief executive Sue Lewis-
O’Halloran told The Profile it was invited 
to put its name forward to operate the in-
formation services “by a number of people 
in the Thames ward”.

“I suspect it was in part due to our in-
volvement in the re-branding of Thames 
- as part of the recovery process - as we 
sought to position Thames as a destina-
tion, not just a gateway.”

She said there was “real synergy” in ty-
ing the association’s new website ‘Explore 
Thames’ to the work of the information 
centre. 
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Thames Tides
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 04
Tairua + 0 11 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 02 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 11 -0 12

A unique collection of kitchen
and homeware carefully
selected each season for those
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full namepostal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win 
a Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Advantage 
Tyres ad.

PLACE AN ADVERTISEMENT: Advertising Manager Nikki Sanders, Ph 022 130 3885, nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz; 
Feature Writer Davidda Hikatangata, Ph 022 174 3988, davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz. 
NEWS/EDITORIAL: Managing Editor Teresa Ramsey, Ph 0204 0944 853, editor@valleyprofile.co.nz; Senior 
Reporter Kelley Tantau, Ph 022 619 4889, kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz; Reporter Alice Parminter, Ph 022 527 0988, 
alice@valleyprofile.co.nz. 
LETTERS: Send your letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz or 2 Queen St, Paeroa, 3600. Letters 
must include full name and address, be 250 words or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected at editor’s 
discretion. 
THE VALLEY PROFILE is delivered weekly to every letterbox in the Hauraki Plains, Paeroa, Waihī, Thames, Thames 
Coast, plus bulk distribution peninsula-wide, with an estimated reach of 35,000 readers. ISSN 2703-5700 
OFFICE HOURS: 9am-4pm Monday to Friday: 2 QUEEN ST, PAEROA Ph 07 862 7077

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

Book this space:  
only

$50 + GST

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Contact Nikki today!
022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

TBA to operate info services at original site
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“It was also another way to support our 
local community, including accommoda-
tion providers, plus the hospitality and 
retail sectors and our local attractions. 
And finally, we anticipate it will provide 
additional revenue in our goal to have 
diversified revenue streams so that the 
association can continue to support our 
businesses.” 

The four other candidates who put their 
names forward to operate the informa-
tion service were: Thames Taxis Limited; 
a collaboration between Thames School of 
Mines and the Treasury Research Centre 

and Archive; Goldfields Shopping Centre; 
and Nick Ward.

Staff reviewed all five applications us-
ing a rating and weighting system, and 
the applications by the Thames Business 
Association and Thames Taxis were rated 
the highest. 

The findings were presented to the 
Thames Community Board at its April 
10 meeting and the recommendation 
was that the business association was the 
preferred operator of a new Thames In-
formation Centre to be based at the Civic 
Centre office at Mary St.

Sue said the Mary St site was a “good 
location” and while the association would 
like the centre to ultimately become an i-
Site, it will start out as an Info Centre.

Before it can get up and running - which 
could be by the end of July or beginning of 
August this year - Sue said there were first 
“a number of steps to take”. 

These included having the space made 
available - it is currently occupied by 
Destination Hauraki Coromandel; doing 
a proper refit of the space in order for it 
to function as both an Info Centre and a 
business association office; training staff 
and volunteers; and securing inventory.

“To achieve all of that will require time, 
so it’s hard to predict a possible opening,” 
she said.

A further report will be presented to 
council at a later date.

Information services will return to the Civic 
Centre in Mary St.           File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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90CKopuRoad,Kopu, (next to bridge),Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz •www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds

• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

FURNITURE & BEEEDDDSSS RRR UUUSSS
205 ������ ��, ������ PH 07 868 6128

LIMITED TIME ONLY*T&Cs apply

Power Up & Save

30%UP TO

off*all La-Z-Boy Power
Recliners • Sofas • Modulars • Lift Chairs

Community theatre group Thames Music and Drama is tackling anoth-
er Broadway hit. This time, it’s a “fun and light look at a dark subject”, 
particularly defined by the style of dance moves made famous by Bob 
Fosse - Chicago. Bob Fosse choreographed the original 1975 stage mu-
sical with his distinctive knees in, shoulder rolls and ‘jazz hands’. He 
was nominated for numerous awards for his directing and choreogra-
phy for Chicago, along with Cabaret, and worked with musical icons 
such as Doris Day, Shirley McLaine, and Liza Minnelli. Thames Music 
And Drama’s version of Chicago is playing from May 17-25 at Thames 
Civic Centre. Tickets at www.thamesmad.co.

Thames-Coromandel dis-
trict councillors were cau-

tioned against budget “blow-
outs” during its two days of 
Long Term Plan hearings last 
week.

They were also advised by 
one Thames ratepayer to cease 
the “mindless spending” - by 
making their own lunches in 
lieu of catered meetings.

Residents from throughout 
the Thames and wider Coro-
mandel communities either 
presented their submissions 
orally or through written feed-
back, and over May 1 and 2, 
council staff and elected mem-
bers gave ear to their words.

“How about pull your bloody 
spending back! The ratepayers 
are not an endless source of 
money,” one Thames submit-
ter wrote. “Our wages don’t 
keep going up so what right 
do you have to put the bloody 
rates up continually? Outra-
geous.”

To avoid a “significant spike 
in rates” of 20 per cent for its 
ratepayers, the district council 
earlier announced its preferred 
LTP option of “spreading the 
increase”.

This would see an average 
rates increase of 12.9 per cent 
in the 2024-25 year, an aver-
age 7.2 per cent increase in 

2025-26, and an average 8.1 
per cent increase in 2026-7. 

But while spreading the pro-
posed rate increase over multi-
ple years may ease the immedi-
ate burden on ratepayers, Age 
Concern Hauraki-Coromandel 
expressed its anxieties for old-
er people, particularly those on 
fixed incomes. 

In its submission, it stressed 
the importance of responsible 
spending, especially concern-

ing proposed increases. 
“We reiterate our concern 

regarding rate adjustments, 
particularly for those relying 
on fixed incomes, as the po-
tential impact on vulnerable 
populations, including those 
living on a pension, is of ut-
most concern,” they said. “We 
hope that the long-term plan-
ning prioritises initiatives that 
directly benefit older adults, 
such as improving access to 
essential services, including 
better parking, more accessi-
ble footpaths, and pavements 

with wheelchair and mobility 
scooter-friendly kerbs.”

Another Thames ratepayer 
argued that rates should only 
be used for “essential TCDC 
core business - not for social 
welfare related projects or arts 
and craft sculptures”, while 
Federated Farmers lodged a 
submission which stated it was 
good to see council was pro-
posing a “just the essentials” 
budget which harkened back to 
the “no frills” emphasis given 
to the 2021 Long Term Plan. 

Other issues brought to the 
attention of elected members 
included: the lack of safe walk-
ing and cycling infrastructure; 
the expansion of Thames to the 
south; and the loss of events 
district-wide. 

“What is your line-up of 
events for the next 10 years?” 
one submitter asked. “Where 
are your ideas for bringing 
tourists and funds into our 
towns? Especially in regard 
to Thames - there is never 
anything exciting in this little 
town.”

Before adopting the final 
2024-2034 Long Term Plan 
at a full meeting on June 27, 
council will deliberate and dis-
cuss the submissions on May 
21 and 22.

Council cautioned against 
‘mindless spending’
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“How about pull 
your bloody spend-
ing back! The rate-
payers are not an 
endless source of 

money.”
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DO DAYS
Creative Writing

at the Ngatea Watergardens
Choreography

with Sarah Fitzsimons - Thames
Hauraki Musical Theatre

Bush Clean Up
at Kaihere School

Garden Design
at Hamilton Gardens

Archaeology
Zoom with Auckland Museum

Sociology
with Ceilidh Brown - UNICEF

Youth Ambassador

Child Care - Kindy
Ngatea

Ayrshire Breeding
with Carmel Glen, 4th generation

breeder

Bee Keeping
with Dr Michelle Taylor - Plant and

Food Research

Fire Fighting
Ngatea Fire Service

Makayla: Great
opportunity to help out our
local kindy and work with

the kids

Fergus: I’ve never
enjoyed a class so

much

Prajwal: It was a great
experience, I admire and

appreciate the
firefighters

Seth: It would be a
boring world
without bees

Reuben: It was cool
looking at these old things

and the gardens were
awesome!

Learning through
doing!

Education
‘Do Days’ debut at Hauraki school
Imagine the opportunity to 

“walk in the shoes of” people 
in careers connected to one’s 
school subjects. 

Fortunately, students of 
Hauraki Plains College don’t 
have to rely on their imagina-
tion, following the roll out of 
a new learning initiative that 
takes place at the end of each 
term.

“Do Days” were designed for 
students to be active in their 
learning, allowing them space 
to engage in education that 
might not normally fit into 
their regular class setting, such 
as learning from professionals 
in the school’s wider commu-
nity.

Deputy principal Jonathan 
O’Neil developed the initiative 
and said it was great to see so 
many students broaden their 
understanding of the curricu-
lum by being engaged in these 
learning experiences.

Assistant curriculum leader 
of science Rachael Clelland said 
feedback from her students so 
far had been overwhelmingly 
positive, which made the time 
and effort into planning the ex-
tended activities worthwhile.

When asked what a highlight 
had been so far, Ms Clelland 
said it was hearing students’ 
conversations, particularly 
when they had a “eureka mo-
ment”, making connections 

between theory and real world 
experience.

Year 10 student Ella Morgan 
said she liked experiencing new 
things. Ella’s science class was 
visited by Gerry Munden from 
Aerospace Education, who 
taught students how to build 
rockets.

“I’d never done that before,” 

Ella said.
Gerry had all the equipment 

to launch it up into the air, she 
said. Ella wasn’t sure about 
what she wanted to do in the 
future, so the Do Days were re-
ally helpful, she said.

Year 12 student Liarah An-
derson said the Do Days helped 
her spend more time doing 

what she loved. “I see myself 
maybe one day owning my 
own dance studio. I wanna be a 
dancer.” 

For her dance Do Day, Lia-
rah said the teacher from her 
studio, Thames Hauraki Dance 
Theatre, visited the school to 
teach her class a group dance 
they could use for performanc-

es. When asked if there was 
something interesting Liarah 
had learned, she said it was see-
ing a different side to people.

“It’s kind of brought me and 
my classmates closer together. 
It really made us bond more,” 
Liarah said.

“It would be nice to have [Do 
Days] again in the next term.”

A year 10 science class with Aerospace Education’s Gerry Munden, centre, and teacher Rachael Clelland, right.             Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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34 months interest free is available for purchases on $999 and over using Purple Visa Card. Purple Visa Card Terms and Conditions, credit criteria and
Rates and Fees (including a $55 establishment fee and a $55 annual fee) apply. Prevailing interest rate (currently 26.65% p.a., as at 1 April 2024) will
apply to any outstanding balance at the expiry of the interest free period. Visit purplevisa.co.nz for more information.

34 MONTHS INTEREST FREE

Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement. Price subject to single size mattress and base only.

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332

Earn Flybuys with us!

24 Beds4U Stores Across North Island

E Fl b ith !

SHOP NOW
$2250
Europaedic
Starts From

$2250

EREST FRE

$22$22
EuropEurop

$2051
Evoke Lux
Starts From

$2051
e

$1525
Posture Elite Firm
Starts From

$1525

EvokeEvoke

$

A Thames Police Constable is or-
ganising two events for the area’s 
rangitahi this Youth Week, cel-
ebrated between May 20 and 26.

Senior constable Gareth Carter 
has organised a three-vs-three 
basketball competition at the 
Thames High School gym on 
Tuesday, May 21, between 4pm-
7pm.

There will also be a free, fun 
night at The Aviator Experience in 
Pollen St, Thames, on Wednesday, 
May 22.

Youth aged between 12-15 years 
can have a go on the flight simu-
lator between 3pm and 6:30pm, 
and those aged between 16-24 
years will take the pilot’s seat be-
tween 6pm and 9.30pm. Dinner 
will be provided at 6pm.

Youth Week is a nationwide fes-
tival of events organised by New 
Zealanders to celebrate the tal-
ent, passion, and success of local 
young people.

‘Youth’ are categorised as those 
aged between 12 and 24-years-
old, with the 2024 Youth Week 
theme being: ‘We may not have it 
all together, but together we have 
it all’.
DETAILS: Register you or your rangi-
tahi’s interest in either event by find-
ing Thames Bluelight on Facebook 
or emailing Gareth Carter at gareth.
carter@police.govt.nz.

Youth Week 
events on in 
Thames
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Cadets part of St John supreme team
It was “all on” during the school 

holidays as teams of St John 
Youth Cadets from across the 
country came together to bat-
tle it out in the annual National 
Youth Competitions. 

This year, teams converged in 
Auckland in a bid to be crowned 
winners of the prestigious com-
petitions that put first aid and 
communication skills to the test.  

Hauraki Plains Youth Mem-
ber, 17-year-old Makayla 
Holtham, was part of the North-
ern Region team, made up of 17 
cadets from Waihī to Kaitaia. 

The team spent six weekends 
training hard on their drill, first 
aid, and communications skills, 
both individually and working 
as a squad. 

Makayla, who has been in-
volved with the Youth Divi-
sion in Ngatea since she was 
six-years-old, was joined by her 
mum and divisional manager, 
Marie Holtham, who was the 
contingent manager of the team. 

Marie said the yearly festival 
was the “culmination of months 
of hard work and training”, and 
gave competitors the chance to 
showcase their abilities on a na-
tional stage.   

“Over 48 hours, a series of 
team and individual competi-
tions played out with elaborate 
set ups designed to mimic real 
life medical emergencies. 

“This year, the drills included 
a simulated drowning, cardiac 
arrest, and motor vehicle crash 
as well as other everyday sce-
narios that Hato Hone St John 
responds to,” Marie said.

“Teams were given a set 
amount of time to assess the 

St John Youth Cadets from across the country battled it out in the annual National Youth Competitions. 
BELOW: Makayla Holtham and mum Marie were part of the team which won a supreme award.           Photos: SUPPLIED

situation, make a decision on 
how to best proceed and treat 
the patients. They were care-
fully watched over by a group of 
eagle-eyed judges who assessed 
them on how well they collabo-
rated and how accurately they 
chose to respond.”

The Northern Region, of which 
Makayla was a part of, took out 
the coveted Champion Region 
title for the first time in 12 years.

“It was incredible to win the 
supreme award of Champion 
Region, which is a combination 
of all our team and individual 
results,” Marie said. “It really 
showed the consistency across 
all the tests by the whole squad, 

and was a testament to how 
hard everyone in the squad has 
worked.”

According to Hato Hone St 
John national youth manager 
Kerry Mitchell, the cadets who 
competed represented “the pin-
nacle” of the programme.

“It’s difficult to regularly simu-
late real life medical emergencies 
and to create the same sense of 
urgency and skill that goes into 
assessing and treating patients, 
so this was a great opportunity to 
test their capabilities,” she said. 
DETAILS: Hato Hone has Youth 
Divisions around the Hauraki-Co-
romandel area who meet weekly 
during term time to learn first 

aid, drill and life skills, as well as 
teamwork and leadership. For 
more info, email Marie at marie.
holtham@stjohn.org.nz.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2014 Holden Barina
Auto, NZ New, Leather etc

$10,990

2011 Holden Captiva
V6 Auto, AWD, 7 Seat,
Top Spec & Condition

$9,990
2008 Toyota Vitz

Auto, 73kms, Economy Plus

$7,990

2015 Ford Territory
Titanium

Leather, 2WD, NZ New

$15,990

2007 Mazda Demio
1.5Ltr Auto, Low 82kms, Alloys

TOP BUY

$6,990
2012 Nissan Lafesta

2Lt Auto, 7 Seat

$10,990

2013 Nissan Navara
4x4 Man, Low Kms, T-Bar

$16,990

2014 Nissan Qashqai
2.0Lt Auto, 2WD, Good Kms,

Top Condition

$12,990

Celebrating 45 years in business is a 
monumental achievement that Gary 

Johansen and the team at Paeroa Marine 
& Cycle Centre are proud to celebrate this 
month - but that’s not all.

“I am actually the longest standing 
Yamaha dealer in New Zealand… we’ve 
been 45 years in business and 45 years in 
association with Yamaha New Zealand,” he 
said.

Gary wanted to thank the customers who 
have supported him for the past 45 years. 

“What’s made it enjoyable is the friends 
I’ve met. They come as customers and be-
come long-term friends.”

Gary started his business on Normanby 
Rd, Paeroa, in 1979 as a Yamaha motor-
cycle dealer, which led to taking on the 
Yamaha outboard franchise.

“The company back in those days was 
called Bike Shop Paeroa Ltd.”

After a change in business name and 
location, Paeroa Marine & Cycle Centre 
moved to 29 Puke Rd in 2002.

“And ever since then the company’s slow-
ly been growing.” With a focus on providing 
quality and friendly service, Gary said the 
main parts of his business were outboard 
repairs and Yamaha outboard sales.

Fishing and hunting gear, push bikes and 
marine chandlery are also available.

Gary started with a team of three, and 
now there are seven. Workshop manager 
Sam Johansen and head mechanic Dylan 
Harris are the mobile mechanics. 

Even though servicing is mainly in the 
Coromandel Peninsula and Clevedon - “we 
travel as far as Parengarenga up north, and 
as far south as the Chatham Islands”.

Based out of the workshop and office 
are the rest of the team - office manager 
Cath Crosby, retail/shop representative 
Carly Roff and apprentices Steven Dee 
and Hadlee Marshall. To celebrate this mo-
mentous occasion, Gary and his team have 
been running a few giveaways and a spend 
and win promotion in store.

- Davidda Hikatangata

Making waves for 45 years

ADVERTORIAL

Paeroa Marine & Cycle Centre owner Gary Johansen, right, and his team.
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ADOPTION IS LOVE
www.adoptionislove.org.nz
info@afoptionislove.org.nz
027 490 7689

ADOPTION
THE GIFT OF LOVE

Throws for cold
Merino (1.85 m x 1.4 m)
100% Wool (2m x 1.4m)

• Cushions

• Jewellery

• Wall Art• Handbags & Accessories
• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

• Loyalty Cards

• Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

• Possum Merino Gloves
• Alpaca and mohair throws

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Historic update for school classrooms
Moanataiari School’s class-

rooms have undergone an 
identity change, bringing the 
whenua closer to the students. 

The classrooms are now 
known as Waihoanga, Tararu, 
Kuranui, Moanataiari, Waio-
tahe (traditional spelling), 
Te Karaka, Waiwhakaurunga 
and Waihōu, after significant 
awa (streams and rivers) in 
the area. Other new names 
are Pukehīnau for the kitch-
en, Te Kirikiri for the library, 
Hongikore for the additional 
learning space, and Tīkapa 
Moana for the office. 

Teacher aide Wendy Davies 
said the project was an enor-
mous task two years in the 
making. 

“The [classrooms] were just 
numbers, and we wanted to 
have them with names to bring 
some more meaning,” Wendy 
said. “The streams seemed like 
a really good option. 

“We’re so lucky because 
Thames has a more interest-
ing history than a lot of places 
have.” 

The teachers visited all the 
local water bodies and learned 
about their history, before each 
choosing a namesake that res-
onated with them. 

“Tīkapa Moana (The Firth of 
Thames) was a name principal 
David Brock chose for the office 
as this is where all the streams 
flow into,” Wendy said. 

“One of the teachers has a 
pet eel he goes to visit up in the 
Karaka stream… And then the 

Moanataiari School 
students with their 
new classroom 
name signage.              
File Photo: SUPPLIED

younger classes picked streams 
that were easier to access so 
they could get the junior kids 
there more easily.” 

Each classroom now sports 
a large sign with its new name, 
historical photographs, and ad-
ditional information about the 
awa including any other names 
it is known by. 

In researching the names and 
sourcing photos, the school 

sought guidance from a num-
ber of people including local 
historians Dave Wilton and 
Althea Barker, Ngāti Maru 
kaumatua, journalist Meghan 
Hawkes, staff at the Treasury, 
The Thames School of Mines, 
the Thames Museum Te Whare 
Taonga o te Kauaeranga, Auck-
land Library and the Auckland 
Museum; as well as referencing 
work from Alistair Isdale, Hoa-

ni Nahe, William (Toss) Ham-
mond and Taimoana Turoa. 

“Each class will visit their 
stream during the year and 
learn about the stream as well 
as the history of that area. 

“It’s a great way for the stu-
dents to connect with the place 
we live in.” 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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YAMAHA
Get behind the wheel of a

VIKINGVIKINGVIKING

FIND OUT MORE

S A V E $ 1 , 8 9 0 * *

RRP
EXC
GST

rIDE aWAY

NNNOOOWWW

$21,499
YXM700P M a k e S m a r t C h o i c e s

ZeroDeposit

ZeroRepayments for 12months

5.95%P.A. Fixed Rate*

3 Year Full FactoryWarranty^

Finance and savings offer available from18 March 2024 TO 30 June 2024.
Terms and conditions apply. **Advertised savings on RRP ex GST: $1,890 on YXM700P only. Available through participating authorised Yamaha Motorcycle dealers while stocks
last and warranty registered on or before the 30/06/24. The specified saving is not available in conjunction with other models. *Finance Disclaimer: Zero deposit and annual
repayments only available to commercial applicants with a NZBN registered for a minimum of 1 year. First repayment due after 12 months and 5.95% p.a. fixed interest rate
on 24 or 36 month loan terms. Available on AG125, AG200, TTR230, YFM450FB, YFM450FBP, YFM700FBP, YFM700FAP, YFM700FAPSE, YXM700P, YXM700PSE, YXC700P,
YXE850PU, YXE850PSE, YXF850PSE, YXE100PSE, YXF1000PSE, YXE1000PSP. Offer available from 18 March 2024 to 30 June 2024. Credit criteria, fees, charges and
conditions apply including an establishment fee of $325, $8.05 PPSR fee and a dealer administration fee. Not in conjunction with any other offer. Finance to approved applicants
by Yamaha Motor Finance New Zealand Ltd. NZBN 9429036270798 FSP 9622. ^Warranty cover is subject to a range of requirements including following the service schedule &
applicable vehicle load/towing limits. Service Intervals are dependent on usage and environmental factors. Government fees and charges may apply.
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YARDSCRAPERS

From 2mWide to 4.8mWide FEL or 3pt Linkage fittings
Fixed or Oscillating available From: $2000+GST

Ph. (07) 867-6712
Email: info@quinn.co.nz

GRAHAM O’BRIEN

Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Slicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Fishers encouraged to name craypots
Fishery officers have seized a range of il-
legal fishing equipment in the Coroman-
del, and are urging fishers to properly 
name their gear. 

“We have over a dozen pieces of equip-
ment – mostly craypots and set nets that 
we’ve seized because they were set ille-
gally,” Fisheries New Zealand regional 
manager fisheries compliance Andre Es-
pinoza said.

“If you are using craypots or set nets, 
mark your gear clearly with your initials 
and surname. Most of the gear we haul 
out of the ocean is seized because people 

failed to do this.
“We’ve seized a lot of gear and most of 

the owners never come forward to claim 
their equipment, so it is eventually de-
stroyed.”

Fishery Officers patrolling the area 
actively encourage fishers they come 
across who are heading out to set cray-
pots or nets, to mark their gear with the 
name and contact details.

“We talk with people, and even carry 
a marker pen, however fishers need to 
take responsibility. We’re always there 
to help people understand the rules but 

will take action to protect the fishery in-
cluding seizing illegal equipment and is-
suing infringement notices,” Andre said.

People are encouraged to download 
the free NZ Fishing Rules mobile app. 
Once downloaded, the app will work in 
areas where there may not be mobile 
coverage, so users will still have the lat-
est rules and regulations at their finger-
tips.
DETAILS: Fisheries New Zealand encourag-
es people to report suspected fishing ille-
gal activity through MPI’s 0800 4 POACHER 
number (0800 47 62 24).

Some of the seized 
fishing equipment in 
storage.

Photo: SUPPLIED
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW GILTRAP T37-08
8 tonne HYD Tip Trailer

c/w steel tail door, auto gate latch, LED lights

$29,000 +GST

$31,450 +GST

NEW Duncan Eco Seeder
Trailed 18 run complete with disc openers

$34,690 +GST

DUNCAN ECO SEEDER

$32,000 +GST

Dairy Industry Awards was the 
next step in developing their busi-
ness, and Courtney said they were 
thrilled to come runner-up in the 
Share Farmer of the Year catego-
ry, as well as receiving the Feder-
ated Farmers Leadership Award 
and the Diprose Miller Business 
Performance Award. 

“[We entered] to look in depth 
into the business a bit more and 
what our practices are against 

what other people say they’d be 
doing on their farm, because no 
two farmers are the same,” Court-
ney said. 

“You think you know your busi-
ness until you sit down and you 
pull apart each part of your busi-
ness.”

Brad agreed, saying the finan-
cial insights they gained through 
working with the experts was in-
valuable. 

“It’s a good exercise regardless, 
and the awards pushed us to do it 
a little bit more,” he said. 

But among the new business 
goals and day-to-day work, Brad 
and Courtney still have plenty of 
scope to follow their own inter-
ests. 

“Business and milking and 
cowshedding and calves is my do-
main, those are my strong points; 
and pasture management and the 

Young and ambitious: farming family’s big goals
For young couple Brad and 

Courtney Edwards, farming is 
a way of life. 

The ambitious 23-year-olds 
have two young sons, a 50/50 
sharemilking position on the 
Hauraki Plains - and a handful of 
awards under their belts. 

“I love it, absolutely love it,” 
Courtney said. 

“The best thing we ever went 
was share-milking. Just the life-
style - and having two young kids, 
and having that little bit more 
freedom… It’s good to have that 
balance of farm work/family life.” 

From their first farm together 
in Otorohonga - Brad as farming 
manager and Courtney as a farm 
assistant - the couple have now 
grown into a fully-fledged busi-
ness, sharemilking with 240 cows 
on a 90 hectare property. 

They aim to be the best that 
they can be, in all aspects of the 
farm. One way Brad and Courtney 
have embraced that ethos is by 
becoming certified milk suppliers 
with sustainable milk company 
Synlait. 

“To us, to be saying we’re ‘Lead 
With Pride’ certified, it means 
that we are portray[ing] dairy 
farming in the best possible light,” 
Courtney said. 

“You’re looking at greenhouse 
gases, animal welfare, social re-
sponsibility, milk quality… You’re 
fully transparent about every-
thing.”

Entering the Auckland Hauraki 

Brad and Courtney Edwards are dedicated to building a sustainable, ethical farming business.     Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

breeding side of cows - that is 
Brad’s,” Courtney said. 

“Us wanting to progress with 
our production targets and breed-
ing targets is the biggest thing,” 
Brad said. 

“We’ve gone on a new ven-
ture doing sire proving, so all the 
younger bulls for [herd improve-
ment company] LIC.

“And we’re real pasture-re-
newal-based this year. Within 
six years, we’d like to have all the 
farm to be in new grasses, more or 
less.”

For now though, the couple are 
focused on growing their young 
family and their business, and 
they’re thrilled with the commu-
nity they’ve chosen to do it in. 

“With hockey and Young Farm-
ers and just the neighbours and 
friends that we’ve made over here, 
it’s been amazing,” Courtney said. 

“They’ve been really welcom-
ing, and Young Farmers has been 
amazing - it’s just a good way to 
get out in the community and 
meet like-minded people.” 

“The last two years, it’s been 
good,” Brad said. 

“It’s the next generation that’s 
going to be the hardest, I think, 
for the industry. Because trying 
to get your head wrapped around 
the sustainability stuff, all the leg-
islation that will come into indus-
try, dealing with the likes of global 
warming, changing seasons, I 
think, will be the hard one.” 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air



10 THE VALLEY PROFILE, May 8, 2024   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• 2 bedroom Apartment

on Level 2
• Two Bedroom Villas
ENQUIRE TODAY!

Dog incident leads to death of Thames miner
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

When a dog fell on him it 
was the beginning of the 

end for Thomas Bennett Hicks. 
The Thames mine manager 

was climbing down a shaft in 
the City of London mine when 
at about 150ft the dog struck 
him on the chest with such 
force that one of his lungs was 
permanently injured.

It was 1878 and Thomas, 
from Cornwall, was second to 
none on the Thames Goldfield 
as a mine manager. He had ini-
tially worked in tin mines be-
fore travelling to North Amer-
ica to try the copper mines.

In 1854 he was lured to Aus-
tralia by gold discoveries there. 
He held responsible positions 
in several mining centres but it 
was at Daylesford in 1865 that 
he was first appointed mine 
manager. 

Here he displayed the great 
energy which would charac-
terise his career. After a re-
turn to England he migrated 
to New Zealand’s West Coast 
goldfields finding his way to 
Thames with his wife Barbara, 

Thames School of Mines, 1900.                  Photo: SUPPLIED

known as Annie, in 1868. Here 
he helped sink the first framed-
set shaft on the field at the 
Kuranui mine. 

Soon afterwards he was ap-
pointed manager of the Golden 
City and Grand Trunk mines 
at Punga Flat, for several years 
confidentially advising War-
wick Weston, who was involved 
with several mining companies 
and commercial interests. 

The dynamic Thomas then 
took charge of the Deep Lead 
mine in the Shotover Creek, 
and afterwards the Inver-
ness mine. Next was the City 
of London, which he success-
fully worked for several years 
but now weakened by the blow 
from the dog he decided to 
leave mining alone for a spell.

He bought a farm at Pokeno. 
Before he left he was present-

ed with a testimonial from his 
Thames friends.

In July, 1881, Thomas lost his 
wife Annie who died aged 43. 
The couple had been childless. 
In December, he had a farm 
clearing sale and it was leased 
out. 

He had been persuaded to 
take over the management of 
the Caledonian mine at Thames 
where he returned. By 1888, 
with his health failing, he went 
overseas for twelve months. 

He returned to Thames in 
much the same condition, the 
trip having failed to do him 
much good. 

Despite this in early 1892 he 
took over the management of 
the May Queen mine but by late 
1893 even with his strong con-
stitution, he was compelled to 
resign and for two months was 

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter

1. True or false? The feijoa tree 
(acca sellowiana) is native to 
New Zealand.
2. Which number Mount 
Pleasant St is mentioned in the 
Crowded House song Weather 
With You?
3. Most of the products sold in 
New Zealand as wasabi are in 
fact made from which plant?
4. Who is Mr Krabs’ business 
rival in the TV show 
SpongeBob SquarePants?
5. Who played Dorothy Gale 
in the 1939 movie The Wizard 
of Oz?
6. In what year did it become 
illegal to import any asbestos-
containing products into New 
Zealand?
7. In the year 2009, which 
breed surpassed Holstein-
Friesians as New Zealand’s 
most popular dairy breed?
8. In what year did Microsoft 
release its first version of 
Microsoft Excel?
9. The first coffee shop is 
generally believed to have 
opened in the 16th century in 
which city?
10. How long is each quarter in 
a regulation game of netball?

ANSWERS: 1. False; 2. 57; 3. Horseradish 
(Sheldon J.); 4. Plankton; 5. Judy Garland; 
6. 2016; 7. Kiwicross (Friesian x Jersey); 
8. 1985 (for Macintosh computers); 9. 
Constantinople (now Istanbul), Turkey; 10. 
15 minutes.

mostly confined to his bed.
Thomas was a man of great 

determination and force of 
character but in the end he 
could not fight off this last ad-
versary. He died around twenty 
to five on a late January morn-
ing in 1894, aged 61. 

Thomas was known for his 
kind-heartedness and modes-
ty, his purse and helping hand 
gave many a fresh start in life.

His death in every way was a 
loss to the district. A few weeks 
before his death, Thomas had 
presented the Thames School 
of Mines with his private col-
lection of ores and minerals, 
together with a handsome 
showcase made of mottled 
kauri to exhibit them in. 

The collection included spec-
imens of silver ores from Bro-
ken Hill, horse-flesh ore, grey 
glance, bell-metal and other 
ores of copper from South Aus-
tralia. 

There were fine gold speci-
mens from the old City of Lon-
don, Caledonian, and other 
Thames mines, all of which 
were of considerable historic 
value.

In making the presentation, 
Thomas said all through his ca-
reer he felt he needed technical 
training, and he strongly urged 
all young miners to make the 
most of their opportunities and 
attend the school. 

Only those who possessed 
sound technical training would 
succeed as the mine managers 
and battery managers of the 
future.

Thomas was buried at Short-
land Cemetery, alongside An-
nie.
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Forsyth Barr —
Expert investment advice
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

Thames Valley Club RugbyThames Valley Club Rugby

All Senior A games start at 2.00pm (unless stated)

Teams named first indicate home teamSENIOR B

SSEENNIIOORR AA SSatturdday MMay 1111tthh

Mercury Bay V Waihou Sat May 11th 12.25pm
Te Aroha COBRAS V Hauraki North Sat May 11th 12.25pm
Ngatea V Whangamata Sat May 11th 12.25pm
Waihi V Thames Sat May 11th 12.25pm
Coromandel - Bye

Mercury Bay PaeroaV
Te Aroha COBRAS WaihiV

Hauraki North WaihouV
Whangamata ThamesV

SPORTS REPORTS
HAURAKI NORTH DIAMONDS
The Hauraki North Diamonds headed 
out on the road this week to Te Kuiti, 
to play against the Waitete Women’s 
team. Having come off the back of 
two close losses, this was a must win 
game for the Diamonds if they were 
to keep their hopes of a top four posi-
tion alive.
While the Waitete ladies, hungry for 
their first win of the season, came 
out with a sustained strong attack. 
A dropped ball metres from the Dia-
monds try line saw centre Carmen 
Samson jumping on the loose ball and 
offloading to fullback Natasha For-
sythe who ran the length of the field 
to score the first points of the game, 
with halfback Josey Hansen adding 
the conversion.
A string of penalties against the Dia-
monds and some strong pick and go 
work from the Te Kuiti-based team 
saw them cross the line not long af-
ter. However, the Hauraki Taimana 
regrouped and scored two more tries 
before the half-time break through 
co-captain Tiare Dixon and young 
winger Naketa-Rose Tauatevalu.
The second half once again saw 
a strong passage of attack from 
Waitete, but the Diamonds weren’t 
without their opportunities. A fantas-
tic steal from prop Beady Williams-
Rikiriki saw flanker Chloe Burgess beat 
five defenders down the sideline, only 
to have the ball knocked out from her 
arms as she crossed over the try line.
It was Waitete, however, that scored 
three unanswered tries, to take a one-
point lead with less than 10 minutes 
to play. This seemed to fire up the Dia-
monds, who knuckled down and kept 
fighting to score in the final minute of 
play with prop Jess Delany getting her 
first points for the season and Hansen 
once again adding the conversion. A 
bit of redemption for last week’s loss 
in the final minute. Final score 26-20 
HN Diamonds.
Forward of the Day performance from 
English import Phoebe Wickens. Co-
Captain Cory Middleton’s excellent at-
tacking and defensive efforts earned 
her Back of the Day, and a solid 80 
minute effort from Jess Delany saw 
her awarded the Forsythe family Play-
er of the Day award.
             - Vita Dryden
CLUB RUGBY
Round 5 (part 2), Silcock Shield, com-
plied by Tighthead Ted and Whisper-
ing Will:
The second half of the split round 
unfolded over the last three days.  
Thursday seeing the Paeroa Green 
Machine, under lights, take home the 
Buck Duck Cup in their clash with the 
Hauraki North Blue Bulls, and Satur-
day, in blazing sunlight and factor 15 
suntan oil, Mercury Bay and Whanga-
mata battled out a draw in Whitianga.
PAEROA v HAURAKI NORTH
Paeroa Domain, referee: S Watts.
On a cold, dewy, windless night, 
which was a great advertisement 
for daytime rugby, the mighty Green 
Machine that is Paeroa rugby in 2024 
rolled on.  Hauraki North, struggling
for results in 2024, after making the fi-
nal in 2023, battled on gamely as they 

Fraser Anderson makes a break for it during the Hauraki North vs Paeroa fixture.                              Photo: SUPPLIED/TVRFU

RUGBY

Send your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

have done all season, giving Paeroa a 
real ‘Fright Night’ experience.
It may have been the conditions, it 
may have been Paeroa taking North 
too lightly, but the match turned into 
trench warfare, with gains measured 
in inches, and sweeping backline 
movements few and far between, but 
the big win that most expected (bar 
the North faithful), never arrived, and 
with North leading 7-5 after half an 
hour, there would have been a fair 
few Paeroa fans puckering.
But a cheeky Hendrix Beazley try with 
five minutes to go in the half put the 
Green machine back in front - a de-
batable score perhaps, a pick and go 
from a ruck when perhaps Beazley 
was in front of the ball - but a score 
none the less, and Paeroa were in
front again, 12-7, and did not relin-
quish the lead.
Both teams lineouts suffered in the 
first spell, looking like the hookers had 
only been introduced to their jumpers 
ten minutes before kickoff at times; 
scrums were messy, and ball security 
a vicious rumour that all had heard 
about, but no one was practicing.  The
Paeroa forward pack was perhaps 
gaining a little ascendancy, but it was 
a pretty equal and dour struggle.
The second 40 became a tense af-
fair, as neither side could bust open 
the others defence, and the game re-
mained wide open.  North dominated 
the middle period of the spell, with 
halfback Matty Fisher the ring master, 
always dangerous with sniping runs,
relishing the close quarter combat.  
He was denied what could easily have 
been a penalty try when hit with a 
double high tackle - but not to be, a 
scoreline of 14-12 to the Blue Bulls 
with ten to go would certainly have 
changed things up.
Paeroa in the last ten lifted their in-
tensity, centre Taimua Malielegaoi 
started to make inroads into the 
North defence, and their big forwards 
started to punch holes close in. 
With time almost up on an invis-
ible clock, William Faasavalu finally 
crashed over from close range, with 
the try duly converted by Nathan Em-

cury Bay attack. But their defence 
held strong and soon it was their turn 
to camp in the Marlins’ half.  Like 
Whangamata, Mercury Bay didn’t let 
their opposition through and it was 
evident by the physicality that they 
were up for the contest.  
With both teams lineouts misfiring at 
times it was tough to exert any con-
stant pressure for either pack. The 
deadlock however, was broken on 
the 30 minute mark when a series 
of penalties got Mercury Bay deep in 
the Red ‘n’ White 22 and, after their 
rolling maul fell short of the line, they 
patiently recycled the ball until mid-
fielder Dane Mathew made it over the 
line. The final act of the first half was 
a TJ Wise penalty for Whangamata to 
make it 7-3.
The opening half of the second stanza 
was marked by a step up in physical-
ity and both teams trying to open 
the game up. Mercury Bay had a 
scoring opportunity thwarted after a 
lovely left foot step from midfielder 
Charlie Best broke the Whangamata 
line, but his team couldn’t capitalise 
as Whangamata stole the ball a few 
phases later.
Irishman Finn McCall was injected 
into the game for Whangamata after 
45 minutes and his impact was imme-
diately felt. Throughout the second 
half and, as Whangamata were pick-
ing and going near the Mercury Bay 
try line, he stretched out and scored 

ery, and a final score of 19-7.
North, to a man, tackled and harried 
and chased anything that moved in 
green as they almost tore up the form 
guide in this match. Leading the way 
was captain Jordan Matson, livewire 
halfback Matty Fisher, and intercept 
try scorer Fraser Anderson. 
Paeroa had yeoman service from One-
one Faaf’ou at number eight, rampag-
ing prop Bryson Williams and Faasava-
lu added impetus from the pine.  Ma-
lielegaoi was the pick of the backs in 
a match made for the low numbered 
shirts.
Paeroa: 19 (O Siosio, H Beazley, W 
Faasavalu tries; N Emery 2 conver-
sions) beat Hauraki North: 7 (F An-
derson try; E Fiavaai conversion). HT: 
12-7.
MERCURY BAY v WHANGAMATA
Lyon Park, Whitianga, referee: R Rog-
ers.
It was sixth versus seventh as coastal 
rivals Whangamata and Mercury Bay 
went down to the wire in Whitianga.  
The clear sky and light wind was an 
open invitation for both teams to play 
the expansive rugby their clubs are 
historically known for, but it was in the
forwards where this game was largely 
played.
The home team had all the territory 
and possession after Whangamata 
failed to secure the opening kick off 
and then spent the next ten minutes 
defending wave after wave of Mer-

FOOTBALL

to make it 10-7 with 15 to play.
Two indiscretions in kickable areas 
handed the lead back to Mercury Bay 
and first-five Connor Curran slotted 
both penalties. Whangamata levelled 
it up with a penalty of their own and 
then had the chance to snatch it with 
a penalty on full time. The kick from 
out wide sailed just past the right up-
right and the match ended in a 13 all 
draw, meaning that Whangamata re-
tained the Coastal Shield.
The two standouts from the match 
were the aforementioned McCall 
and Best. Mercury Bay were also well 
served by their half-back Connor Mc-
Cauley whose crisp passing put his 
team on the front foot and whose box 
kicks were tough for Whangamata to 
defuse. 
Try scorer Mathew and Adam Clauge 
also shone for the home team.  For 
Whangamata, Ben Laurie was tireless 
in his carries and regularly got over 
the gain line against a confrontational 
Mercury Bay pack, he was well sup-
ported by Jake Barfoot and Tim Bond. 
Mercury Bay: 13 (D Mathew try; C 
Curren conversion, 2 penalties) drew 
with Whangamata: 13 (F McCall try; TJ 
Wise conversion, 2 penalties). HT: 7-3.
SENIOR B RESULTS | Round 5
Coromandel, 56, beat Waihi, 0.
Waihou, 31, beat Ngata, 20.
Whangamata, 10, lost to COBRAS, 46.
Thames won by default over Mercury 
Bay.
Hauraki North - bye.
WOMENS
Waitete, 22, lost to Hauraki North, 26.
UNDER 21
Pirongia, 37, beat Rugby United, 12.

WAIHI FOOTBALL
It was a top of the Waikato Division 
2 clash between two unbeaten sides, 
Waihi and Claudelands Rovers, at 
Waihi College. And at half time the 
score line was 1-1.  
A strong finishing Rovers side scored 
twice to win 3-1. Bryn Simpson 
smashed in a pile driver goal from a 
corner after 17 minutes for Waihi. 
The Waihi side came close to scor-
ing a second with Ahman smashing a 
shot against an upright. Waihi keeper 
Budgie made three crucial saves with 
exceptional positioning and handling 
to keep Waihi ahead. 
Rovers were gifted their equalising 
goal by Waihi with untidy defence in 
the penalty box 1-1 halftime. Rovers 
took the lead in the second half after 
only five minutes then wrapped the 
game up with their third. Waihi bat-
tled away but were up against a more 
efficient and precise Rovers. Cheers 
to independent referee Peter Thom. 
At Ngatea, the Waihi Mens Division 
4 side had an excellent 4-2 win over 
Hauraki Plains. More good news on 
Sunday when the Waihi women ham-
mered Northern United 7-1 in a goal 
laden match at Waihi College on Sun-
day. 
Draw Saturday, May 11 will be the 
Mens Division 4 at Waihi College, 
Waihi v Melville United, 2.45pm kick 
off; Division 2 at Korikori Park, Ham-
ilton: Waihi v Northern United Hum-
blebees. 
    - Donald Mackay

Cory Middleton breaks through Waitete defence.      Photo: SUPPLIED/DIAMONDS
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Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

We come to you...
Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks, 

campervans, machinery & small engines
Batteries available

Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

mobile mechanic

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Walk in haircuts
for men, women
and children

Open
Mon to Fri
9.30 til 12
& 1 til 4

Open Mon to Fri
453 Pollen St
Thames

hairdresser

THINKING OF 
RENOVATING?
WE MAKE IT EASY

0800 764 846
www.smithandsons.co.nz

builders

Huntly Plumbers
2022 Ltd

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, DRAINLAYING
& GAS REQUIREMENTS

Ph 07 828 9175
Email: admin@huntlyplumbers.co.nz

www.huntlyplumbers.co.nz

plumber

scrap vehicles

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

funerals

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi  $2850 GST incl

•  Traditional, Eco & Bespoke  
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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Mayday! Mayday! 
If knowledge-

able, friendly service 
is a priority for you - 
then look no further 
than Hauraki Tyre & 
Battery.

Led by Craig and 
Tania, the team at the 
big yellow tyre shop 
on Pollen St, Thames, 
takes pride in ensur-
ing their customers 
experience the best 
service in the area.

“We have a mas-
sive tyre range in the 
workshop to cover all 
price brackets, and 
suit your comfort and 
performance,” Craig 
and Tania said.

Offering wheel 
alignments, free bat-
tery and tyre pressure 
checks, balancing, 
puncture repairs, and 
Exide batteries with 
extended warranties 
- the team has you 
covered.

“With every Exide 
battery purchase, 
customers will re-
ceive a free piece of 

Tyres, batteries, friendly service

Hauraki Tyre & Battery owners Tania and Craig.  Photo: SUPPLIED

Exide merchandise while 
stock lasts,” Tania said.

The business also offers 
afterpay as a payment op-
tion, and WINZ quotes are 
available. Open from 7am-
5pm Monday to Friday, and 
9am-12pm on Saturdays.

“Our staff are happy to 
help and give advice on the 
wear and tear of your tyres - 
just pop on in.”

Call in and see us today or 
email us at haurakityres@
xtra.co.nz or contact Hauraki 
Tyre & Battery, Ph 07 868 
8182.



CALL THE EXPERTS

Death Notice

Death Notice

Situation Vacant

Church Notices

Public Notice

Public Notice

For Lease

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Health

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number, 

anywhere.
Different machines for 
different applications.

Over 20 years 
experience.

Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your 

stump problems.
027 439 0367

Gardening

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Plains Healing 
Centre

Since 1989 now in 
Paeroa & Thames as 

Romoco 
Wellness. 

Gentle therapeutic 
manipulation as per 

Harley Blows
07 862 9167

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Painter
Experienced Painter 

available, houses, farm 
buildings, fences, etc.

 Quality work, reasonable 
price. Ph 027 2142442

Trades & Services
FENCING 

CONTRACTOR 
Residential & Rural 

Retaining walls & more
High quality 

workmanship 
Competitive prices 

Call Matt 
021 1727 148

Storage

Storage

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Firewood 

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Boarding 
Kennels and Cattery. “A 
great place for your pet to 
stay.” Carol and Bill Bell,    
Ph: 07-867-3344, SH25
Waitakaruru, RD6 Thames

Pets

Pets

Professional Vehicle 
Paint/Polish $100 - $125 
Inside Groom $50 - $75 

Paeroa.
Ph Tony 022 599 0455
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waste removal

FREE Golden 
Retriever Puppies to 
Forever Homes due 
to moving abroad! 
1 Male,1 Female. 
Excellent tempera-
ment!  House trained 
with very good train-
able natures & per-
fect for families with 
children and other 
pets!  I will not re 
home to just anyone. 
Preferably email 
me first at: stepha-
niechristensen59@
gmail.com before 
Text 0283353022

CASTLE, Gladys Maud:
Passed away peacefully 
at Waikato Hospital, 
on  Tuesday, 30th April 
2024, aged 82 years.
Much loved Wife of the 
late Viv Castle. Beloved 
Mother of Michael, 
Vivian, Donna, William 
and Aroha. Adored Nana 
to her 10 Grandchildren. 
In keeping with Gladys’ 
wishes a private 
cremation has taken 
place.
Te Awamutu Funeral 
Services, FDANZ.

Marsden Builders 2023 Limited
Kopu Thames

We require a part time accounting secretary 
for 25 hours per week. 

Must be computer literate and familiar with 
Xero accounting system.
Training could be given.

Applications with CV to 
cherrywood@xtra.co.nz

Temporary closure  
of the Paeroa Service Centre 

Reception until Friday 24 May

Our Paeroa reception area and adjacent office space is 
currently being remodelled to better optimise our limited 
space and improve functionality. We apologise for any 
inconvenience while this work is being completed.

Our friendly Customer Services team have relocated to the 
Paeroa Library, 5 Mackay Street, until Friday 24 May, where 
they’ll be able to provide all their normal services from  
8am - 4:30pm, Monday to Friday. The usual hours for the 
Paeroa Library will remain in place - Monday to Friday 9:30am 
to 5:00pm and Saturday 9:30am to 12:30pm.

If you’re scheduled to meet with one of our staff at the Paeroa 
office, please phone us on 0800 734 834 when you arrive so 
we can arrange for you to be met at the side door, next to the 
main front entrance.

Courier deliveries are being directed to our back entrance, off 
Marshall Street for drop-offs and pick-ups. Please call 0800 
734 834 for a staff member to meet you at the back entrance.

Love This Place (Long Term Plan) Hearing
If you’re speaking to your Love This Place submission on the 
14th and 16th May, you’ll be welcomed at the side door, next to 
the main front entrance by staff.

Dry firewood. $120 
1+ cu2, mix of gum, 
black wattle and 
totara. Call or text 
022 691 8195. 
Mangatarata

ALLEN, Peter Gordon:
On Sunday 5th May 
2024 aged 78, passed 
away peacefully 
surrounded by family at 
Pacific Coast Village Te 
Manaaki Care Centre, 
Papamoa. 
Son of the late Colin 
and Margaret Allen. 
So very much loved by 
Margarita. Treasured 
Father and Father-
in-Law to Renee and 
Sefton, Jacob and 
Angela. Cherished 
grandfather to Jessica, 
Alex and Ashton. Loved 
and adored brother and 
brother-in-law to Carol 
(dec), Gaile and Eric, 
Valerie and John, Karen, 
Linda and Nancy. Uncle 
to Jason and Paulette, 
Brendon and Daniel, 
Keegan, and Neil.
Special thanks to 
Pacific Coast Village Te 
Manaaki Care Centre for 
all their wonderful care 
and love they gave Dad 
over the last 9 months.
At peace now, no longer 
lost and confused. 
Done some work in 
the orchard then gone 
fishing with his Dad. 
Rest in eternal love Dad, 
Renee and Jacob
A Celebration of 
Peter’s life will be held 
on Wednesday 8th 
May 2024 at 2pm in 
the Chapel of Willetts 
Funeral Services, 21 
King Street Whakatane 
followed by a private 
cremation.
In lieu of flowers 
donations please to 
Alzheimer’s EBOP to 
PO Box 13, Whakatane 
3158 or may be left at 
the service.
Communications to the 
Allen family, C/- PO 
Box 2070 Whakatane, 
3159 or online at 
willettsfuneralservices.
co.nz
Willetts Funeral Services
Whakatane

Under sections 19H and 19J of the Local Electoral Act 2001, Hauraki District 
Council is required to carry out a review of its representation arrangements for 
the triennial local authority elections to be held in 2025.
On 24 April 2024, Council resolved to adopt as its initial proposal for the 
representation arrangements review the following:

(i) Hauraki District Council to comprise the mayor elected at large and 12 
councillors elected under the ward system, specifically 10 general ward 
councillors and two Māori ward councillors.

(ii) Hauraki District Council be divided into four wards, these being: 
 . Plains General Ward (three councillors) being the existing ward 

comprising the area delineated on LGC-012-2013-W-2 deposited with 
the Local Government Commission, less three meshblocks to be moved 
into the Paeroa Ward (1065300, 1064900 and 1065000); . Paeroa General Ward (three councillors) being the existing ward 
comprising the area delineated on SO Plan 57980 deposited with Land 
Information New Zealand, plus three meshblocks to be moved from the 
Plains Ward (1065300, 1064900 and 1065000);

 . Waihi General Ward (four councillors), being the existing ward 
comprising the area delineated on SO Plan 57979 deposited with Land 
Information New Zealand;

 . Hauraki Māori Ward (two councillors), comprising the whole area of the 
district as delineated on Plan LG-012-2013-W-1 deposited with the Local 
Government Commission.

(iii) no community boards be established;

The population that each general ward councillor represents is within the range 
of 1,914 +/- 10% (1,722 - 2,105) in compliance with section 19V(2) of the Local 
Electoral Act 2001; and the number of Māori ward councillors complies with 
Schedule 1A of the Local Electoral Act 2001:

Ward Population* Councillors Average % Variation

Plains General 6,150 3 2,050 +7.11

Paeroa General 5,660 3 1,887 -1.43%

Waihi General 7,330 4 1,833 -4.26%

Hauraki Māori 3,210 2
*population estimates as at 30 June 2023

In accordance with section 19K(2) of the Local Electoral Act 2001, the reasons 
for the proposed changes to the current representation arrangements are:
1. To reflect the establishment of a Māori ward (in accordance with Council’s  

resolution on 25 October 2023);
2. For the minor boundary alterations to the Plains General Ward and 

Paeroa General Ward, to ensure the population that each general ward 
councillor represents is within the range of 1,914 +/- 10% (1,722 - 2,105) 
in compliance with section 19V(2) of the Local Electoral Act 2001;

3. The reason the total number of councillors is proposed to reduce to 12 
(from 13) [plus the mayor] is to provide more effective representation to 
Hauraki District residents and ratepayers (whilst still ensuring accessibility 
to a large area made up of populated towns and villages and sparsely 
populated rural areas).

Submissions
The initial proposal has been submitted for formal consultation, including 
inviting written submissions for any interested person or organisation in the 
period from 3 May to 7 June 2024.

Submissions should state your name, address, telephone number and email 
address (if you have one) and should reach the Council no later than 4.00pm 
on Friday 7 June 2024.
Submissions sent by post should be addressed to: John McIvor, Community 
Growth Manager, Hauraki District Council, 1 William Street, Paeroa, 
or PO Box 17, Paeroa 3640. Submissions can also be sent by email to 
info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Council will read and consider all submissions. Please clearly state if you wish 
to speak in support of your submission and note that any submission made will 
be available to the public.  Hearings and meetings on the review will be open 
to the public.

For more information, see the consultation pages on our website:                                             
https://hauraki-dc.govt.nz 

Langley Cavers
Chief Executive, Hauraki District Council
Phone: 07 862 8609 or 0800 734 834
3 May 2024

Review of Representation Arrangements
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Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fittings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

See us for all your hose repairs

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday
Public Notices Public Notices

KOPUARAHI 
COMMUNITY HALL 

MEETING

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Join us for a discussion about the future 
of the Kopuarahi Community Hall.

Tuesday 14 May, 6:00pm  
Kopuarahi Community Hall,  
State Highway 25, Pipiroa

See you there!

Hauraki District Council 
May 2024 Meetings

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be 
held during the month of May 2024 in the 
Council Chamber, Hauraki House, William 
Street, Paeroa unless otherwise stated.

Adaptive Planning and Emergency 
Management Committee
Monday, 13 May, 1.00pm

Council - Hearing and Deliberations  
on Long Term Plan 2024-2034
Tuesday, 14 May, 9.00am
Thursday, 16 May 9.00am 
Friday, 17 May, 9.00am (if required)

Council
Wednesday, 29 May, 9.00am

L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District CouncilTHAMES 

WORKINGMEN’S 
CLUB (Inc).

 
Notice of AGM Saturday 
25th May 2024 10:00am
 
AGENDA
 
• Apologies
• Minutes of previous AGM
• Matters Arising
• President’s Report
• Manager’s Report
• Presentation of Statement 
  of Accounts
• Subscriptions
• Confirmation of Returning     
  Officers
• Election of Board of Appeal
• Election of Auditor
• Election of Committee
• General Business
 
President
B. Harper
 

CARD CHECK AT DOOR

Tokotoru Tapu o Parawai 
Church

14th May 2024
6pm Saint Georges Hall  

Thames
Everyone welcome - 
please bring a plate 

to share
Contact: Rachael Te Karu   

+64211347093

AnnuAl GenerAl MeetinG

Dr Ben is back at 
Evergreen Chiropractic 
after surfing for four 
months in Indonesia. He 
is so excited to be back 
in practice looking after 
his patients again. Give 
us a call on 07 8686665 
and we can book you an 
appointment with him.

Handyman Services

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Storage
TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Kerepehi Bowls & Sports Club Inc.
AGM 

will be held in the Clubrooms, 
202 Kaikahu Rd, Kerepehi 
on Sun 19th May at 2pm

Pound pup Jesse is ready for a new 
home.

Found dodging traffic on the main 
road in Ngatea, Hauraki District Coun-
cil’s animal control officer said the 
beardie cross was “initially quite shy 
and unsure of the world”.

She has since been in foster care 
with an “amazing” dog trainer in Waihi 
named Rhonda who has been teaching 
her “all the best doggo behaviour” as 
well as some agility.  

“[Jesse] is eager to learn; great with 
other dogs and children,” the council 
spokesperson said. “She is full of fun 
and a little mischief and would suit an 
active family willing to take her out on 
new adventures and continue with her 
training.

“She is growing in confidence daily 
and will be a loyal companion.”

Council believes Jesse is around one-

Loyal companion 
needs loving home

year-old; a beardie cross who will grow 
into becoming a medium-sized dog.
DETAILS: Pre-adoption application forms 
are on the HDC website or, to enquire 
about adopting Jesse, phone the council 
on 0800 734 834 (in the district) or 07 862 
8609.

Jesse was found dodging traffic on the main 
road in Ngatea.                      Photo: SUPPLIED/HDC

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

PET PROFILE

Looking around the room, it’s not hard 
to see that the works of artist and 

metal sculptor Dennis Baker tell a story.
Metal sculptures sit with purpose in 

two corners - a little creature in one, and 
a bass guitar in the other. Dennis plays 
the guitar, mandolin, and bass but “not 
that one” he says, as he leans towards the 
sculpture.

“[I] just made them up from bits and 
pieces because I was a mechanic. They’re 
all car parts,” he says.

For the month of May, Dennis’ work 
is on display at the Paeroa Arts Centre, 
daily from 11am to 3pm.

One of the paintings takes pride of 
place in the centre of a wall. It’s Dennis’ 

favourite and is called Bedford Grave-
yard. The image is based off of a pho-
tograph Dennis took down in the South 
Island.

Making something similar to the art-
work would take him about one week 
to complete, as he paints for roughly an 
hour and a half every night, he says.

While Dennis has been painting on 
and off since the late 90s, he tells The 
Profile he “only really got into it” when 
he retired.

“My whole family, they’re all artists, 
going right back to my great grandfather. 
Aunties, sister, all my kids.”
DETAILS: To find out more about Dennis 
and to see his artwork on display, visit the 
Paeroa Arts Centre this month.

Dennis’art on display
Artist and sculptor Dennis Baker is inspired by his life as a mechanic.     Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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5 2 7 3 6 1 8 9 4

2 5 6 9
9 2 7

9 1
7 2 8 6

3 4
8 4 7 3

8 7
5 2 3

2 8 9 3

7 2 1 5 6 3 4 8 9
8 6 4 1 9 2 7 5 3
5 9 3 8 4 7 2 1 6
1 4 7 3 2 8 6 9 5
6 3 2 9 1 5 8 4 7
9 5 8 4 7 6 3 2 1
3 8 9 6 5 4 1 7 2
4 7 5 2 3 1 9 6 8
2 1 6 7 8 9 5 3 4

2 3 8
6 3

9 4
4 5 1

9 4 8 3
8 6 7

2 3
2 1

4 5 7

4 2 3 1 5 9 6 8 7
6 9 7 8 3 4 1 2 5
8 5 1 2 6 7 3 9 4
3 7 4 5 9 2 8 1 6
9 1 6 4 7 8 2 5 3
5 8 2 3 1 6 7 4 9
2 3 5 7 4 1 9 6 8
7 6 8 9 2 5 4 3 1
1 4 9 6 8 3 5 7 2
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Skyline, 4 Artificial, 9 Perplex, 13 True, 14 Scribe, 15 Rarely, 16 Disobey, 19 Neglectful, 20
Unlawful, 21 Ledge, 24 Lustre, 25 Agenda, 27 Duplicate, 32 Accident, 33 Plague, 34 Hopeful, 38 Curtains,
39 Absurd, 40 Echo, 41 Cease, 42 Lemon, 45 Correspondence, 52 Steep, 55 Admit, 56 Mess, 57 Insult,
58 Sculptor, 61 Cranium, 62 Fracas, 63 Champion, 66 Metronome, 68 Ration, 69 Lessen, 73 Molar, 74
Neurotic, 76 Equestrian, 81 Spoiled, 82 Banana, 83 Trends, 84 Fate, 85 Freedom, 86 Phenomenal, 87
Workers.

DOWN: 1 Satin, 2 Youngest, 3 Excite, 4 Adieu, 5 Tier, 6 Formula, 7 Circle, 8 Allow, 10 Evil, 11 Protest, 12
Energy, 17 Leprechaun, 18 Build, 22 Unstable, 23 Actor, 24 Lyrical, 26 Glee, 28 Ukulele, 29 Picnic, 30
Madden, 31 Tussle, 33 Plump, 35 Eject, 36 Trim, 37 Chic, 43 Endure, 44 Onion, 46 Omen, 47 Rostrum, 48
Stitch, 49 Oasis, 50 Delicate, 51 Escape, 52 Silhouette, 53 Eats, 54 Purloin, 59 Guard, 60 Sago, 64 Sneer,
65 Estimate, 67 Examine, 68 Reclaim, 70 Copper, 71 Strain, 72 Meadow, 75 Reach, 77 Quell, 78 Needs, 80
Stun.
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ACROSS
1 Pester (5)
4 Ride out a crisis
(7,3,5)
14 Metal mixture (5)
15 Ball game (5)
16 Masked ball (10)
17 Bid (5)
19 Piercing tool (3)
20 Unbiased (7)
21 Warning device
(4,5)
22 Emphasise (6)
25 Overzealous (9)
27 Legal advisor (6)
28 Heavy cloth (6)
33 One of Henry’s
wives (4,6)
35 Plaything (3)
36 Tree-lined street (6)
37 Larva (4)
39 Be incorrect (3)
41 Tropical disease (7)
42 Play by
Shakespeare (6)
43 Act in an affected
and condescending
manner (3,2,4)
44 Entice (5)
45 Late (8)
50 Exist (2)
51 Sewage pit (8)
55 Restaurant
customer (5)
58 Miserable existence
(1,4,4)
59 Snub (6)
60 Increase the volume
of (7)
61 Encountered (3)
63 Border (4)

64 Beginner (6)
65 Roading material (3)
66 Source of materials
to nourish the body (10)
68 Body organ (6)
69 Chase (6)
71 Offender (9)
76 Motor fuel (6)
77 Faulty (9)
79 Deprive of by deceit
(7)
81 Female sheep (3)
84 Musical instrument
(5)
85 Harbour a grudge
(4,6)
86 Log (5)
87 Entertain (5)
88 Fully equipped for
battle (5,2,3,5)
89 Wax match (5)
DOWN
2 Queasiness (6)
3 Planet’s course (5)
5 Dutch cheese (4)
6 Mexican liquor (7)
7 Cricket team (6)
8 Path (5)
9 Facial hair (7)
10 Implement (4)
11 Prove to be false (6)
12 Pen-name (5)
13 One-eyed giant (7)
14 Weapons store (7)
18 Toilets (10)
23 Duck for down (5)
24 Sale document (7)
26 Mediocre (7)
27 Clothing for
newborn (7)
29 Dizziness (7)

30 Prisoner (6)
31 Long-legged bird
(5)
32 Shelled animal (6)
34 Tidy (4)
36 Smell (5)
38 Aromatic herb (5)
40 Burden,
responsibility (4)
45 Male duck (5)
46 Blocked (7)
47 As well (4)
48 Newspaper chief (6)
49 Garden figure (5)
50 Fragile (7)
52 Become quieter,
less angry (6,4)
53 Beat rhythmically
(7)
54 Business premises
(6)
55 Shifty (7)
56 Trap (5)
57 Eye part (4)
62 Employing (5)
67 Book (7)
68 Patella (7)
70 Fizzy confectionery
(7)
72 Turn around an
axis (7)
73 Swallow up (6)
74 Thwart (6)
75 Red wine (6)
76 First appearance
(5)
78 Precise (5)
80 Unworldly (5)
82 Overdue (4)
83 Highlander (4)
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crystals, fairies, dragons and more...
A little bit of something for everyone.

11 Belmont Rd, Paeroa
027 486 5680

THAMES VALLEY TANGATA ORA TRUST
The People’s Wellbeing Trust • Mobility Scooters

• Wheelchairs
• Walkers

• Electric Lift Chairs
• Bathroom and
Toilet Aids
• Continence
Products

• Daily Living
Products -
Reachers, SockAids,
Walking Sticks
and more

• We will also do
our best to source
other products on
request

mobility equipment

sales & service hire & sales
daily living aids

607MackaySt, Thames (Opposite the hospital) •Ph: 07 868 7723 or 027 383 1117 •E: tvtot2017@gmail.com
Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 10am - 1.30pm, Friday 10am - 1pm - After hours by arrangement

Total Mobility Scheme assessors
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CLOSING 
DOWN SALE 

NOW ON
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Free Delivery Thames & Coromandel Peninsula

From$1,899*

SUPERPR ICE BED SHOP 543 POLLEN STREET
PH 07 211 9307 • www.superpr ice furn i ture .co .nz
Mon to Fr i 9 .30am t i l l 5 .00pm : Sat 9 .30am t i l l 3 .00pm

Interest free deals available with Finance Now & Q Card (T&C’s apply) *Selected models (T&C’s apply)

Lifestyle Bed SaleLifestyle Bed Sale
Adjustable Bed’s Health Benefits

Healthy Posture •
Improves Blood Circulation •

Eases Breathability •
Reduces Snoring, Swelling •

and Muscle Pain
Say Goodbye to Back Pain •

*$1899 price advertised for Long Single M5
base with S2 Long Single Mattress
*Available in other sizes and configurations
(inquire in-store)
*T’s & C’s Apply

SPORTS

Matt Baines strikes the ball during the Round One match.            Photos: MARK BROWN/ONE OF A KIND PHOTOGRAPHY

Jonathan Coles for Thames FC keeps his eye on the ball.

Ben Taylor keeps possession.

Thames FC vs Northern United.

First round 
success
Thames Football Club’s men’s team faced the Northern 
United Knights in the first round of the Knockout Cup on 
April 27. The local lads came away with the win, slotting 
four goals into the back of the net while goalkeeper Luke 
Steward kept a clean sheet not letting any goals in at the 
other end. The men will now face tougher games and head 
into the cup round to see if they can get all the way to the 
finals and bring it home. 

Goalie Luke Steward had a great game on April 27.


