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Newsletter 
Monday 12th September 2022 

Coming up: 
Tue 13 Sep Votes counted for new BoT at noon 

Wed 14 Sep New board in place 

Thu 15 Sep Thames speech competition 

Mon 19 Sep BoT meeting at 5.30pm 

Wed 21 Sep Thames Valley hockey big day out 

Fri 23 Sep 50th Reunion opening 

23-25 Sep Moanataiari School 50th Reunion 

Mon 26 Sep School reports sent home 

Thu 29 Sep Parent/Teacher conferences 

Fri 30 Sep End of Term 3 – 2pm finish 

 

 

2022 Start Date & School Terms 
Term 3:  Monday 25 July to Friday 30 September 

Term 4:  Monday 17 October to Monday 19 Dec 

 

2023 Starts 

Term 1:  Tuesday 31 January 

 

 

Kia ora tātou  
 

It is with much sadness that we learnt of the passing of 
Queen Elizabeth II at the end of last week.  The 
government are considering a public holiday to pay our 
respects which will be announced shortly.  On Monday 
19th September we will be planting a memorial tree on 
our school field. 
 

We are also very sad to learn of the passing this week 
of Walter Searancke and convey our condolences to his 
whanau.  Walter often assisted our school with 
whakatau and aspects of cultural advice, for which we 
are very grateful.  We would like to give a koha to 
Walter’s family and anyone wanting to add to this 
amount is welcome to leave their koha at our school 
office. 
 

David Brock, Principal – Tumuaki 
 

School Speech Competitions 
 

Congratulations to:  
Year 7 & 8: 1st Byron Arnold 
  2nd Cleo Challis 
 

Year 5 & 6: 1st Katelyn Sem 
  2nd Khloe Donaldson 
 

Year 4:  1st Isla Higgs 
  2nd Lily Roath 
 

Winners in the Year 4 category will compete at the 
Thames Speech Competition at Parawai School on 
Thursday 15th September, and winners of the Year 5 & 
6, and Year 7 & 8 categories will compete on Friday 16th 
September. 

 
Best of luck to all of you! 

50th Reunion Powhiri 
 

On Friday 23rd September we are holding a Powhiri for 
the start of our 50th Reunion celebrations, beginning 
at 9.30am.  We would very much appreciate a plate of 
food from each school family to go towards the kai for 
this event.  Food can be left at our school kitchen on 
that day from 8.30am. 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 

            

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Student reports will be sent home on Monday 16th 

September, and parent/teacher conferences will be 

held on Thursday 29th September. 

Bookings can be made via SkoolLoop, or manually at 

our school office. 

Please note that school will finish at 12 noon on 

Thursday 29th. 

 



101 Kuranui Street, Thames  *  Phone 07 868 6504  *  Email: office@moana.school.nz 

Moanataiari School Bank Account: ANZ Thames  01 0455 0108122 01 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lost Property 
 

We have quite a lot of lost property in our lost 
property bin at the moment.  Please check the bin if 
you are missing any items of clothing. 
There are uniform items as well as mufti clothes. 

                     

Talking to Young Children 
 

The importance of talking to young children, 
sharing memories with real intent, has never 
been more important. Researchers have found 
that quality memory sharing in early childhood 
creates significant wellbeing benefits later in life. 
How mothers share memories with their 
children during toddlerhood impacts mental 
health and well-being in early adulthood, a 
University of Otago study has shown. 

Researchers found 21-year-olds told more 
coherent stories about turning points in their 
lives if their mothers were taught new 
conversational techniques two decades earlier. 

These adults also reported fewer symptoms of 
depression and greater self-esteem compared to 
adults in the study whose mothers interacted 
with them as usual.” 

The study, published in Journal of Research in 
Personality, is a long-term follow-up of a 
reminiscing intervention in which 115 mothers of 
toddlers were assigned to either a control group 
or taught to use elaborative reminiscing for a 
year. 
Elaborative reminiscing involves open, enriched, 
and responsive conversations with children 
about shared experiences of everyday events. 
This is the first study to show long-term benefits 
of mother-child reminiscing for emerging adult 
development. 

 

Click Happy 
 

Last Thursday five of our senior students 
participated in the free Click Happy Visual Poetry 
learning experience here at school. 
They worked on writing about photos they had 
taken and learned about taking photos in 
different ways. 

 

Te rerenga korero:   
  

Kia tau, e hoki, hīkoi    
Stop, go back and walk 

 
 

If you know of anyone wanting to come 

along to our 50th Reunion please remind 

them to register on line asap. 
 

Registrations are still open. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrp.2022.104262
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jrp.2022.104262
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Community Notices 

 
 

 

Have you downloaded our school app with Skool 

Loop yet?  

 

Bookings for our parent/teacher conferences 

later this term will be booked via the app, so 

please download it if you haven’t already got 

it.  We will be able to process manual bookings 

also if you are not able to use the app. 

 

 

Cricket 
Years 1 to 4 at Rhodes Park, Thames 

4pm Friday 4 November to Friday 9 December 
 

Register via NDCRICKET.CO.NZ/PLAY 

John Brown Electrical Ltd 
Master Electrician 

John Brown 

Mobile: 027 499 5445 

email: thebrowncosw@xtra.co.nz 

 

Great News! A parent and children retreat is coming 
at Kauaeranga Valley this school holiday. They are 
organized by experienced practitioners in NZ 
healing industry. Here’s the link to get tickets!  
 

https://events.humanitix.com/utopia-bush-retreat 
 

We welcome everyone!  
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__events.humanitix.com_utopia-2Dbush-2Dretreat&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=roYTWAM6vDW1CjqDlXw4svchITXDZXWYa5OHRDtlOqQ&m=17-OHkk2bD07PYGcADE-3bfzu2VCLI1rF6o0R9eihTDYLX1BPj8a35DN0Oi1XRAd&s=5pmkRv8306VxCGp646RqyMYy5iaSF5fJmeFiGYlfQNU&e=
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